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government ‘management’, the managers jump-
from one point on an area to some other point
more readily accessible, but that, under Liberal
Kovernment management, is not permitted to-day,
The Intercolonial Coal Co, has recently taken
eighty thousand tons of coal out of u section of
the mine abandoned g quarter of a centur ago.
he output of the Acadia Coal Co, is greatly cur-
tailed because jt cannot work a large area of coal
opened out—and which would be profitable,.-ow-
ing to the faet that if it pushed operations in the
thicker underlying seam, the coal in the overly-
ing and thinner seam might be lost to the coun-
vy In Springhill the large profits made in the
earlier days due largely to indiscriminate robbing
of pillars and such like, were made at the expense
of future dividends and operations, The policy
of the Dom. Coal Co, to-day is to confine opera-
tions in the several mines to the smallest spuce
possible  This means that the coal in one section
Is worked out before another section js attacked,
The Nova Seotin Steel & Coal co. nre to-day work-
ing a pit whieh was abandoned a score ortwo of
years ago as unprofitable, or not able to be as
profitably worked as g new mine. And yet in
ariru of these facts we are asked to belioye that
the mine rannagers hop about hither and thither
and yonder selecting the Spots from which to pick
the biggest and most valuable plums, The stute-
ment that four times as much coal is lost, wasted
br destroyed as comes out of the mine is n gigan-
tic untrath, [ jg e stated that 5 quantity eq-
ual to one-fourth of the quantity taken out “was
left in the mine in the shape of pillars to support
the roof there might lu-_iudili('utinu for the state-
ment, but even that fourth left js expected to be
won, in great part, before the mine js totally ab-
andonad

STILL AFTER INFORMATION,

The irrepressible W. C. Milner in last Friday's Her-
ald Propounds a number of q'e-tions and demands ans-
We s under penalities, Had he not threatened, 1o re-
pli s, of course, would be forth coming.  Mr. Milner
threatened because he thought that threats would bur
any reply. This time he is mistaken, The season of
good will is of g0 recent date that we roulg not if we
would be discourteoys, Mr. Milner asks;

Ques. Has Mr. Drummond 4 mandate from the D

Gy, or is he acting from philunthropic motives ?

Ans. Neither,

Ques, If the D, C. Co. sells coal to the ; T. R. at
$2.75, and o Montreal dealers at $3.50, what is the dif-
ference in nrofir to the Coal Co,

Ans, Twenty :ents,

Ques, Is the difference in price between G, T, R,
and 1. C. R, coal justifiable?

Ans, ('er(linly. all the circumstances considered,

Ques, Hae he heard that the D. C. Co. sells its
coal at the pit mouth at Glace Bay at $3 00 per ton of
2000 Ibs, etc?

Ans  No, and if Mr. M. has been told so his leg
has been pulled,

Ques, Does high wages necessitate high priced coal?

Ans, Assuredly,

Ques. Why do ‘Alier s Ret cheaper coal than natives?

Ans.  On account of quantity and Quality,

Ques. Who own the coal areas?
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Ans, The operators ; the people relinquished their
rights for an equivalent. The tulk about the Ppeople
owning the coal is pure rot; as well say that the people
own all the timber on the lands leased to lumbermen.

Ques  Does Mr, D, think still, that duty on or off,
We can hold the Quebec market ?

Ans.  The question was answered in last issoe,

Ques. Has Mr, D. ever heard of a combine to pre-
vent combination,

Ans, VYes, from Mr, Miloer, the Suburban, and those
who have been tuken in by them, but from no sane
person,

Ques. Has he any personal knowledge of 1t ?

Ans, No,

Ques, Has he had any hints as to the proper meth.
od of meeting the agitation for reciprocity?

Ans, None whatever, either from the operators nor
the public, Indeed, he was under the impression that
Mr. Dick had shown that so far as Nova Scotin was
concerned, the agitation was confined to a solitary in-
dividual,

Ques,  Will he swear therz is no comhine?

Ans. No more than he would swear*that Mr, Mil.
ner is not a member of a purely philanthrophic propo-
ganda

Ques.  How much of the 13 1-2 millinns of watered
stock of the D. C, Co, was distributed in N, S., and es-
pecially how much was allotted to the politicans of
Nova Scotia, their sisters, their couslns or their aunts,
their names with the amounts?

Ans.  Under certain conditions and, or, emanating
from certain quarters, Mr, Drummond might consider
this an inexpre“nhly mean and cowardly question, Mr,
Miiner, however, being credited with being guileless
as a babe, the reply is, that My, D. never handled,
touched or even saw a bond, a preferred or COmmon
Stock certificate of the |, C. Co.  Never bought out.
right, or on margin, Never sold a single bond or share
o?eilher: and, further that jf '3 1-2 millons of common
stock were distributed in Nova Scotia, and some of that
among pol ticians, he cannot be in that class as he never
benefitted by a single furthing—ang he knows of no
politican who did by the hinted a1 distribution,

In an article published in 5 special number of the
Halifux Hera'd in August, '9o1, Mr, llrunmmnd, editor
of the Mining Record, said of Inverness County and jts
mines ;- i

““There is now a fourth coal producing county—Ip.
verness, the gem county of the Province, Her trade is
yetin its infancy but iy bound rapidly to expand, and
Inverness ere long may prove a tormidable rixq| to Cape
Breton County. For her area, what other part of the
Dominion is so rich, not ouly in coal, but jn many min-
erals, as yet unearthed, {eep your eye on Inverness,
Were there space, in fancy's flight could pe pictured
hustling pits at Broad Coue (now Inverness town), Port
Hood, Mabou, River Inhabitants ang Chimney Cor, er,
and busy ports at Port Hastings, Cheticamp, and Cari-
bov."
And how well his predictions haye come true and
proved no “fancy’s flight.”  Broad Cove,—so called at
that time, —with which this article has to deal, is now
Bot a villiage, but the young and rising incorporated
Town of Inverness, with @ population of some 2,500,
which number is rapidly incrn-ing.—(R. C.H. in Free

nce,)




