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SYNONYMICAL AND OTHER NOTES ON COLEOPTERA.
fiVI THOS t.. CSE'., WASHINCI-N, D. C.

The tact that some important catalogues of the Coleopt( uto thewsorid are about to be pubiislied, renders it desirable to afford ail the aid
possible to the compilers of these iists, b>' rnaking known snch apparentsynonymy relating to published species, as iniy have corne to liglit since
[heir alîpearance in the hiterature of the subject. The %vriter hias thereforeendcavoured [o do bis part, as far as the course now seenis clear andi dent [u htm, in the following nlotes.

Thue recent catalogue of the Staphylinjîl genera by Dr. EichelbaumCNlen. Suc. Ent. lielg., XVII) is a very welcurne sumrmar>', althoughilersonali>', my position ia undesirabiy cunspicuoiis in regard to the numberofgeneric naines propused, amtd I hiad holied to overshadowed in thisrespect by some other specialists in the fa, y. A reduction uf theminibrr ascribed to the 'sritcr is therefore in er, aithongli soîste aireadyreduced In synoniytu>, such as Eimiucer.. , sriich is a sytbonym ofFridzoph~ya, are restored b>' Dr. EichelU.-ii inadvrrtentiy, and une, atleast, reduced by tlic comp)iler, i.c. AIyrliabiot,,, sviil hase to bc resturedto full generic rank, as it has ver>' ltile tu do %vith Ikoeiusa. Dr. Eichel-banni would also have done weil tu place Lparocqh/a/us in theAleocharinae near Piyiostis, which is its true systernatic position.
In regard to ernendations, te author has been ver>' liberal ; but, inmny opiniotn, fin, generic word should be emended at ail. (eneric wordsare not a part of language tu any greater extent thian the x, y, z ut algebra.They are merely pronotinceable symbols formed b>' combinations uf lettrs,aititough in niany cases their derivation, or intended derivation, (romcertain words, either uf ciassic or barbaric origin, is suffirientl>' evident.Not being stricil>' a part of language ltuwever, [bey sbould be withdrawnfrom rsies uf etymology, in order tu, protect ihem (rom possibleemendators uf diverging viewa ;-that la if stability in the fundarjents ofnomenclature is tu be maintained. It is bighly desirable, and uugbm tuberompslsory, that the generic symbol sbuuld have an ending conforming Iutise Latin language, in order Su deterruine gender in the specific word; butjust iow such a mIle cuuld be enforced is rather difficuit to imagine. Inthe fixing ut gender for species namnes the general Latin mule should beaplplied, but without tboae exceptions which always uccur in actualApril, ,,


