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ON THE STRUCTURAL, AFFINITIES OF THIE GENUS DEMIAS.
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In the journal oi the Newv Yozk Entomnological Society, Vol. Ill., pp.
13013, r. Harrison G. Dyar writes as follows: 1' Prof. E. B. Poulton

lias shown that dorsal eversible glands are of general occurrence tbroughout
the Lylliantr-iide (Trans. Ent. Soc., Lond., 1887, p. 300) on the tentli
and eleventh joints (segments), or rarely only on the eleventhi joint (Das-
yck iria pzedibrendaz'). Probably these structures are characteristic of the
farnily, but Prof. Poulton did flot find tbem in Demias. This genus lias
been con3idered to belongr to the 2Voc/ieidce, but E nglizbh authors assume
it to be a Lymantriid. Mr. J. W. '1utt remarks, ini speaking of Prof. J. B.
Smaith's recent ' Catalogue of the Noctuidee' (Ent. Record, VI-, P. 70)
"T'he obsolete position of Demnas amiong the zVocuidS is retained."
Nowv, is this position ' obsolete ? ' The absence of the retractile tubercles
certainly tbrowvs doubt on the inatter. Now, I have sho'vn a character-
istie difference in the arrangement of the thoracic tubercles between the
Lymian/riidte arnd the NocttidoeS (Trans. New York Acadi. Sci., XIV.,
p. 57), and Demaç shows the N\,octiiid structure. Therefore, on al
essential larval characters Denias is a Not id t nigbit, nd eed, bean
Arctian, as far as the larva goes, but îiot a Lynmantriid. As concerning
the structure of the iniago, Demlas seenis to have greater affinity with the
.zVodc/id than any othier family ; in fact, it appears to me that the placing
ýof Demas among'the Lymauettiide may properly be characterized as
Spreniature." Further, Mr. Dyar writes as followvs «Pupa, shining
dark brown with a large wrinkled cremaster and three niovable incisures.
0f the usual Noctuid appearance (quite unlike O;g,,yia) and passing the
iinter." This statenient regarding the pupa niust be read carefully in
connection withi the rernarks of Dr. Chapman quoted below.

Now, I w'ould cali Mr. Dyar's attention to the folloivingy statements
nade by Dr. Chapman some two or tliree- years ago. He wvrites :-"We
tow coi to the two species, Demnas co;yii and Diioba caeruieocepha fa,

biat are certaiuly not very muchi related to eachi other, and though they
lave sonie indications of affinity ivitli 4dcioiiycta, are îiot near enougli to be

placed in the saine fainily. _D. coryli, I should certainly restore to its old
p)lace in tbe Liparide, to wvbicb, it is far closer than to the Acr-onyctas.

But neither of themn seemed to me to be nearer to Acronycta


