
Oaz the Day of the Sabbath.17

In Johin xx. 19, 26. <liere is direct proof; here is tho beginning, of the
Christin Sabbath. On tho evening of the day of <ie resurraction, idbeirig
tlie first day of tho weehk,' '4the disciples were assembled," thon carne
Jesus enid stood in the midst, and said unto <hemn, Peace ha unto yo'I.
And after eigzL days again bis disciples were witbin-then camne Jesus,
tho doors being shut, and stood in thea midst and said. Pence be unto you."
Frein tbat time the reZurrection of Jesus has been commemorated by
Christians on thefirst day of the week.

Frotu Acts, ii. it appears that <ha outpouring of the Spirit on tlie day of
Pentecost, happaned on <ho Christian Snbbath, when the disciples wera
met together for social svorship. in Acts, xx. 7, <haro is aun instance of a
G.entile cburch meeting for public ivorsbip, and <ho dispensation of tho Sa-
crament of the Supper, on the first day of the week. Sixty years after
the Gospel dispansation liad cornmericed, a day ivas observad by tlie
churchas of Asia Minor. and called <ha Lord's Day (Rev. i. 10), wllicli
,kvas <he first day of the woek, and at that time fully established asthe day
on which Christians mat for social worship.

Church history shows, that tlie observance of <ha first, in prefèrence <o
<ho seventh day of <lie weelc, was frequeatly a subjact of discussion during
<the first two, centurios. Ignittius, a cuinpanion Qf <ha Aposties, says,
,18Let us nu more sabbatiza, but let us keep <ha Lo.d's day on which our
lifa arosa." Justin Marty r. who lived ini <ha first and second centuries,
snys, " 0On tha day, called Sunday, is -an assemb]y of ahi who live in tha
ci<y or country. end <ha Mlemoirs if <he Aposties, and the wvritings of tha
prophets, are rend ; <ho reasons assigned by tlie Christians of bis <irne
ivere, becausa, it %vas <ha day on %vhieh thie creation of the <vorld begari.
and on îvhich Christ arosa frorn thie dead." Irenaeu.3, a disciple of Pe'ly-
carp. ivho was <he disciple of the Apostle John, says, 4-On <ho Lord's
day, every one of us Christians kaeeps <lie Sabbath." During tho persecu-
tien in <ha <bird century, <lie observance of thie Lord's day, weus considered
a badge of Christianity ; and rnnny. who, 1on exdiminaion, confessed tbat
<bey were observers of <bat day, wvere eondenined and put to dea<h. Thus,
<liera is ample au<hority for observingt <ha first day of tho weelc as the Sab.
bath, aven tlîough <liera is no express precept for it.

Dloreover, it is tlie opinion of sonte enfinent men, <bat <ha llrst day of
the 'week is tha seven<h in ordar fron thea creation ; su <bat <lia Aposties.
in ia<roducing <ha change, which <bey wera certainly 'varranted to do, only
returned to the original day of <ha Sabbath ; tlie Jewish SabbaLi having
beau put back to tlia six<li day of <ha yack, in curnîemoration of <ha de-
liverance of <lie Israalites frein Egyptian boridag.,e, and on account of
whicli alteration <ha Sabbatli <ws said ta lie "siga" <o thora. If it were
sa, the oae alteration bacamne a precedarit for tha other; nnd if <ha
deliverance of Isee froin Egyptian bondage, <vas a -sufficiant reasori
for reridering tlie six<li day commemorativo. -and a. motive for <ha obscrv-
tuel .,~ it as >9abbatil, Muoli more is thie reurrection ai Christ, whicà i.s a.
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