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THE PRESENT DESIDERATA OF THEOLOGY.

HERE can be nothing morc discouraging to a student of
theology than the notion that the whole work of theology
has been already done, and that nothing now remains but to learn
by heart the results arrived at by past thinkers and retail them to
the public with more or less adroitness and variety of statcment.
The data, it is said, of theology are given in the Bible, the contents
of the Bible have been sifted through the minds of innumecrable
expositors, the results have been tabulated in systems of theology ;
and all that we have to do is to convert texts of Scripture into
vessels with which to dip into this lukewarm reservoir, and hand
them round for the gencral consumption.

If this rcally be the position in which the theological student
finds himsclf in our day, what a contrast it presents to that of the
student of science!  The latter lives among novelties and surpriscs ;
he may alight at any moment on a revolutionary discovery ; the
horizon is constantly widening around him, and new ficlds tempt
him to come and dig in the virgin soil. This is the kind of lifc
which cvery true thinker must covet, where there is scope for
originality and where rescarch will find its reward.

Originally delivered as an address before the Theological Socicty of the U. P.

Colicge, Edinburgh, during the session E)f :Si‘os.sg; since published in the Expositor.
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