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TU1E PZESENT DESIDERATA 0F THEOLOGY.

THERE caiî bc nothing more cliscouraging to a student of

thicology flhan the notion that the whiolc %vork of theology
lias beeii alrcady' donc, anid th-at nothing niow rcmains but to Ica-rui
by hcart the rcsults arrived at by past thinkers and rctail thecin to

the public %with morc or lcss adroitncss andl variety of statcrncnt.
The data, it is said, of thicology arc grivcn iii the Bible, the contents
of the Bible have bcen siftcd through tlie minds of innurnerablc
expOSitors, thc rcsults have beeni tabulatcd ini systcmns of thicology;
and all that we hiave to do is to, convcrt texts of Scripture into
vessels wvith .vhichi to clip into, this lukcwa-ýrm reservoir, and hiand
themi round for the gcncral consumiption.

If this rcally bc thec position iii whichi the theological studcnt
finds hiimsclf in our day, what a contrast it prcscnits to that, of the
stuidcnt of scicnlcc! Mie latter 1livcs ang rniove]tics anid su rprises;
lie inay alighit at an>' momnit on a revolutionary discovcry ; the
horizon ks constantly %vidingr around hiim, anci ne%%, fields ternpt
imi to corne and dig iii the virgin soi]. Thîis is tie kinci of life

w'hich cvcry truc tinkcr mnust covet, wnerc thicrc is scope for
orùiYinality and wvhcrc rcsca-ýrch will find its rcwvard.

Originafly xleivcrctl as an addrcss before the Thcologic.11 Socicty of the U. P.
Collegc, EL-inburgli, during the sessinn of z&. sincc publisticd in the E4osilor.
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