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"BY JAMES E. MATHIESON, E8Q., LONDOXN, ENGLAND.

Three links have recently been severed which connected this generation
with some remarkable movements of the present century. With the expir-
ing year there passed away, in Glasgow (on December 30th, 1892), the
venerable Andrew A. Bonar, in his eighty-third year, best known outside
of Scotland by his memoir of the saintly Murray MacCheyne, a new edi-
tion of which has just come from the press. One of three noble brothers,
all of whom had attained to fourscore years—John Bonar, minister of
Greenock ; Horatius Bonar, the Scottish psalmist. Andrew was the last
survivor, and of his four hundred and fifty contemporaries who left the
Established Church of Scotland in 1843, no one now remains so original as
a thinker, so devout in life, or so universally beloved as he. I have before
me a letter, written in clearest handwriting and in, charming style, dated De-
cember 6th, concerning our Lord’s premillennial return, which he closes
thus : “‘Keep praying, and believe me your ‘ brother and companion in
tribulation, and in the kingdom and patience of Jesus Christ.’”?  We Jook
back pensively to that revival time in Scotland fifty years ago, when
quickened spiritual life in the Church led the Bonars and so many more to
give up their manses and stipends for the truth’s sake and for the honor of
Christ, the one Head of the Church ; and we look around us to-day and
we hear of two clergymen of the Church of England only who have re-
signed their positions because in faithfulness to our Lord they canunot
remain in & communion where, by the recent Lincoln judgment, the full-
blown symbolism of Roman ceremonies opens wide the door to Mariolatry
and other abominations which were rejected at the Reformation.

On January 10th there was buried at Beckenham, in Kent, a sweet old
saint, Mrs. Soltau, aged eighty, who has given her three sons to the mis.
sion field—one in Tasmania, one in the Neilgherry Hills, in India, one in
the McCall Mission, in Paris, and a daughter who ably superintends and
trains the female candidates for the China Inland Mission. A happy
mother was she with such children, walking in the truth. Her husband,
whose books, ‘‘ The Tabernacle and its Teachings” and *‘ The Soul and
its Difficultics,’” are much valued, was one of the band of devoted and
intelligent men—chiefly gentlemen of Devonshire and the West of Eng-
Iand—who originated that quest for more spiritual worship, more scrip-
tural following of Christ, and greater recognition of all the varied gifts in
the Church, popularly known as the Plymouth Brethren, though they
themselves disclaimed that appellation. Iolding firmly as two of their
tenets believers’ baptism and the hope of Christ's premillennial appear-
ing, they introduced an cra of Bible reading among English-speaking peo-
ple which probably has kept the Church from a more rapid corruption
than that which has actually set in, and ‘has by its love of Seripture im-



