P INTRODUCTION.

wis i prassion, and whose inspiration had already appeared by
the glorions ereations of Titian and Ratlielle, and Michiel Angelo.

The earth and every common sight
To them did scem
Appaseied in celestial light,
Lhe glory and the freshuess of a dream,

Thesesocietios spread over Italy with such rapidity, that before
the end of the sixteenth century there was one in almost every
city of importance: nor was it long before the other countries of
Europe were animated by the same spirit. In Spain, tho Aead-
emy of the Wonders of Nature was founded in 1532, A similar
saciety, with the sume nmne, was established at Vienna in the
xime year.  Our own Royal Sueiety of Loudon, the foundation
of which was laid s early as 1645, dates its incorporation from
1662, Lustly, Colbert founded what is now the Institute Nationale
of Frauce in 1666, Thuy, within the short space of fourteen
years did these four Mosca Minerva* spring forth, as it were,
from the head of Europe, not quite like the Goddess of Wisdom,
full arme:l and radiant, exempt from the wenkness of infaney,
and the crrors of youth, but possesed at least with one of her
highest lessons, an humble extimation of their actual knowledge,
an unguenchable desire for further light. We need seareely
remind the reuder, that the Royal Society of London was the
honoured instrument of giving to the world the Principia of
Newton; that from its fimds, and from the assistance of iis first
menbery was Flamstead enablad to commence those observations
which have made Greenwich the clasic ground of Astronomy':
that wherever these nstitutions have existed, they have awakened
talents which, but for them might never have been aroused; have
promoted enquiries which individuals could not have conducted,
and given to the world investigations and diseaveries which,
without their aid might never haveseen the light.  These truths
arg too familiar to be questioned, aud without intending to pursue
the history of learned socictios, we have referred to them here to
point out a legitimate deduction from them, namely, the impor-
taince of orgamizing an asoviation capable of fultilling those
functions in our own community.

It can scarcely be denied that the pursuit and cultivation of
the Physical Sciences has made comparatively little progress in
Canada, and by no means attained the established place which
might have been looked for at this stage of our history. It is
true that two Socicties, directed more or less to this sulject, have
existed in Lower Camada for more than twenty  years—the
Literary and Historieal $xiety at Quebee founded in 1824, and
the Natural History Society of Montreal founded in 1827, but
we have the highest authority for inferring that the Iatter at least
has mot as yet realizad the expectations of its zealous found-
crs, nor can the List Report of the anthorities of the former, be
deemed entively satisfactory.  Neither has practieally exercised
any influcnce in Upper Camada. But a short time ago, a ccle-
brated naturalist hadl ozeasion t compare the skeleton of a recent
specimen of the Delphinus Leucas, or Beluga, with some remains
found under oquiveeal geological cireumstances in the State of
Vermont. I vain dild he enquire of every collection with which
he was acquainted, in Awerica; the nnwicldy ranity he songht
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was o where to be heard of. At kot e retnembered i museum

. in Copenhagen unrivalled for its riches in marine mammalians,

With the cordial lberality of a brother philosopher, the distin-
guished naturalist who presides over that estublishment, promptly
miet his request for a speciinen, and the precious remmns were
shippad with much preeaution, in 2 number of boxes and barrels,
and duly wafted from Denmark to Massichusetts.  Then, amd not
until then, did M. Agassiz, the naturalist in question, becowe
aware of the fiuct that the Delphinus Leucas under the name of
the White Whale is one of the commonest frequenters of the
Gulf of St. Lawrence, and that an cwsy journey to the banks of
our noble river, would have placed him in possession of any
number of specimens his researches might have required.  Need
we say that such a fact speaks volunes as to the neglect among
us of those pursuits by which, not ouly are the productions of &
country laid open to the use and enjoyment of its people, but the
channels of scientifie information kept also replenished with that
knowledge of local peculiaritics which is so indispensable to the
progress of science.

We have referred above to the comparative non-success of the
Elder Sucicties in Canada not in ignorance of the ability and intel-
ligenee with whichs ever since their formation,one zealous President
or Sceretary after another, haus endeavotred to animate themn to sue-
cesful exertion, still less to undervalue those endeavours, but to en-
quire i perfect respect into the canse of a circumstance so frankly
and hoaourbly admitted by both, and the probability that the Ca-
nadian Institute of Upper Canada—the Socicty to whose recent or-
ganiztion we are about to refer, will be enabled to avoid a like
result. First, then, it scems probable that the great viee of Socicty in
America, that “cternal sabbathless pursuit of a man's fortune,”
s0 long ago denounced ;5 which leaves to the mind neitherleisure,
taste or capacity, for the cultivation on which its happiness
depends, bas not failed in its effoct heres not in reality devoting
much of onr time to anything more profitable, or half so delight-
ful as the cultivation of literary or scientific pumsuity, we have
nevertheless grudged it to them, and have neglected the forma-
tion of those habits with which alone they are reconcileable.
Natural History and Botany have been abandoned almost
entirely to the members of an arduous and ill-remunerated pro-
fession, very few of whom can command the leisure or even incur
the expenses essential to their active pursuit.  The unwise habit
of overtasking the strength and energy of these engaged in In-
struction, o filling Professarial Cliairg a5 i the mind can expa-
tinte at large, while the bedy is bound to a tread-mill, has had
something to do with jt.  Scientific pursuits can never make
much progress while those who are professionally devoted to
them, are debarred, whether by unfortunate necessity or illiberal
pressure, the appertunities of self-improvement and private pro-
gress, which the ablest value the most.

It rather appears tog, and we =fer to tlils, because it is the
evil which it has been principally sought to avoid, in the con-
stitution of the Sacicty just referred to, that the objects expressed
by the titles Natural History Society, and Literary and Histori-
cal Society, are too special to b able to stand alone in this
country at present. They do not include 2 multitude of objects
in which such of the most active tulent in the country isengag-



