
Freight Tîtianels in Chicago. 1

freight depots of the twenty-five trunlc
rallroads wvbich centre in Chicago. Al
of the stations are withln a section less
than two miles square, and the enormous
freight .traffic of the city has caused con-
gestion in the streets. The tunnels will
relieve this, as they are expected to take
as a single step nearly ail of the four
millIon tons of coal burned anuually
within the " loop "-the elevated railwvay
marking the centre of 'the business dis-
trict.

The system of handiing the freiglit will
be simple. Shiafts are being constructed
£rom the tunnels directly Into the freight
houses of the rallways, and the tuanel
cars wvil1 be lifted on elevators to the
sides of the freight cars ready to be un-
loaded. Wben the underground car is
filled it wiil be dropped again into the
tunnel, ready to be unloaded at -the ware-
house of the consignee or placed In the
Tunnel Compauy's storage quarters to
await bis, orders.

Nearly every large business bouse in
downto*vn Chicago %vili have shaft con-
nections with the tunnel system, eleva-
tors like those at the freight depots carry.
ing the cars into the stores or storage
bouses. As the tunnel cars will accommo-
date any object that cati be passed
tbrough the door of any railway freiglit
car-, there bhardly is anything -Which the
Tunnel Company cannoe transport to
the merchants.

The installation of this system will re-
move thousands of 'waggons from the
downtown streets, keep them cleaner, and
maRe the handling of freir at much
ebeaper than it is at present. Chicago
is tbe only cîty in tbe world to empioy
an extensive system of tAîis Iziud, and the
effeet of its suceessful operation %vill be
incalculable. There is little doubt that
New York, vith Its subway for the trans-
portation -ol pmssengers, wiil follow with
its tunnels for the hauling of freigbt,
and other crowded cities cannot but profit
from the change from old to modern
mnetbods.

A feature of the tunnel system Is the
great dIstrlbutIng station at the river and
Taylor Street. The Tunnel Company a
few mor1 *,.bs ago purcbased for nearly
$2,000,000 seven -large warehouses for
use as its terminais. Ail frelght not lm-
mediately deslred by the consignee, and

0 Word of God, thuou preejous seed,
1 take thee nowv into niy heart;

O spring thiou up in speech and deed,
And good to other lives impart.

ail of wvhiclî must be re-routed, will be
shipped to tiis centre. AIl the trunk
lines of the tunnel meet bore, and the
cars eati be elevated to tîje tops of the
seven-story building and unloaded there.
Merchants buying iu large quantities save
great sums, and faîl, summer, %vinter, and
spring stocks ofteu begin to ar'rive
months before they are placed on sale.
The larger nierchants have their own
warehiouses for the storage of these
goods, and sha[ts will extend to their
warehouses. The srnaller dlealers, how-
ever, generally are deterred f rom purchas-
ing in advauce because they lack room in
whieh to place -their stock. Under the
uew system this may be stored in the
Tunnel Company's liouses and takien out
in suxail lots, just as tbe retailer desires
It.

The ultimate Intention is to extend the
tunnels into the manufacturing districts,
aud far away from the business section.

The pueumatie system was used lu the
excavating. Airlocls were placed just
inside tbe several shafts and air uder
pressure -%vas admitted into the portion
where the men w~ere working. Thé
shafts wvere made larger than the dimen-
sions of the finished tubes, allowing- a
space of nearly two feet at the sides.
Iron i-ibs were plaeed at short intervais
along the inside, and wvithin thiese %vere
built -%valls of Wvood. In the space be-
tween the muner and outer Walls, cernent,
stone, and gravel weî-e poured, making
a solid mass that -would uphold ail
weighlts lu the roadwvays above.

Ninie lhundred tram-cars were nsed in
rernoving the dirt, Wvhicli %vas taken out
at the rate of more than four hundred
ruuning feet a day. Tlîe cars Wrere
boisted up the shafts to the elevated
houses a few feet ahove the street, and
fromi these the dirt and stone fell into
'Waggons beneablh. Th#, dirt then was
haiiled to the laRe front, where it was
used iu increasing the size of a clty
park. Later the method was changed
by baving a tunnel extended directly
to the lake front, removing the neeessity
of teams for bauling the filling. At an-
other end of the system the cars were
runi ont upon seows and the clay taken
down the river. It is estlimated that
more than 4,950,000 cuble teet of dirt
have beeu exeavated.

Speak thon so lovingly to inen,
0f the dear, dying Christ and Lord,

That iny hieart's fruit to sced again
Shall turn, and eadi work have its word.
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