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Paul received the Sacrament of Baptism (ro.n‘
Annanias, who, by a vision from heaven, was qem
for that purpose, and thereupon the Apostle was]
restored to sight. It was about the 36th year of!
our Lo.d, when this conversion took place—
Now was the time when the Religion of Jesus was
to flourish in a more eminent degree. The extra-!
ordinary mission of St Paul; the enthusiastici
natvze of the man; the circumstances of the period
all conspirgd 10 achieve those immortal purposes

which cven miracles of the most extraordinary
nature fuiled to advance. He was active,~—zealous
to the highest hope,~wise,~-pznetrating,~-and;

possessed of a peculiar charm for impressing upon!
the mind the truths of the doctrines which he propa-
gated. The Jews knew him to be a man of the
soundest judgment, and the strongest mind; one
who was universally and thoroughly acquainted with
the niceties of the ancient law; and, consequently,
actuated by the best of reasons in the cause he now
so ardently espoused. In consequence of this belief]
thousands lhistened to his exhortations, and enlisted
themselves under his banner, untii Judaeism, finding
itsel( thinned in its ranks, became exasperated at his!
conduct, @nd laid stratagems for his life.  But vain'
are the machinations of man against the designs of
the Alanghty! St. Paul escaped their perverted
purpose, and went forth the favoured champion of:
the Gospel—‘ conquering and to conquer.”—
After remnining at Damascus and its environs for a|
considerable time, he departed to Jerusalem in
order that he might associate himself with St. Peter,
who, with the other Apostles, then resided in that
city.  In this he found a Ilittle diseppointment.—
The terrible name he had acquired by his enmity to
tie Church, had bred a deep horror of him in the
bosom of the Lusd's Disciples; who, therefore, at
his -appearance row among them, refused all com-
muaication with him. This fear, however, soon
subsided; and St. Paul, by the influence of St.
Barpabas, was at length numbéred among that
llustrious body. e tarried with St. Peter for five!
days ; went then to Tarsus; thence to Cesaria;
{rom that to Syria and Cilicia, and throughout Judea,
preaching in every village as he passed along, and
by that indumitable spirit which lie ever c\mccd in
his labours, and which he inculcated in his Epistles,

—*of preaching in scason and out .of season,’—
he scattered in many a city the seeds of that doc-
trine which supersedes all doctrines.  Through

erils of sea and shore he passed ; with foes he'

;i his morning march,~~which flourished,

contended ; from falsefriends he <ufiered ; by many
temptahions he was tried,—vet he arose 1r|umphunl
over all, and at length became the doctor and hero
of that Church, which was a star to the nations when
the darkness af idolatry overshadowed our land,--
which, while thrones crumbled, and dynasties passed
away, still stood sublime on her proud eminence,
beaming and glowing as she grew, like the sun in
gloriously,
before the blithing influence of Luther’s or Calvin’s
heresies attempled to tarnish her lustre,—which
now blazes all over the hills, the eighth wounder of
the world,~—and whick, undecayed and undying,
shall live 1uxonraLLy

Greneral Entelligence.
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(Concluded.)

Lrotestants have taken occasion from this rule of
the Index to denounce in the most unmeasured

i terms the Catholic church, as the enemy of the

Bibie, as aiming at a tyrannical sway over the
rights of conscience, as wishing to set aside the
word of God and substitute in its stead the vain
traditions of men. But do not Protestants them-
selves act upon the same principle ?  They do not
indeed prohibit the civculation of the Scriptures
antong the laily ; but are not the different sects
which spring from the indiscriminate use of the
Bible always at war with and condemning each
other? In what then are they really opposed to
discipline wlich they ascribe to the Catholic
church > And which is the more consistent, {o al-
low all persons whatever to form their faith from
the Scriptures, and then to denounce them as here-
tics, to hold no spiritual communication with them,
to cons:der them in deadly error ; or to prevent
these errors by cutting off the cause that leads to
them, and dlrcclm« the Ghristian to a mote ration-
al mode of preserving the purity and integrity of
hisfaith? The reformers and their adherenls have

always vrrtually admitted the wisdom of the Cathc-
lic church, in their bilter denunciations of the vari-
ous and extravagant systems which their own prin-



