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LETTER FROM REV. Bf. A. ROBERT-
SON.

DILLON's BAY, ERROMANGA.
January Uth, 188.

RnEv. P. MoRR18ON:
Decar Brother :-A email cutter béiund,

North to Malikula, ceame into tiuis bsy this
afteraîooa, and the Ca1atain is kindly re-
haaining until the mornaug that 1 niay get
this note written te you.

1 stili hope that some stray veest may
cali at tii port bufore a great whi .>, su
thaat 1 anay %end a full report te mvrh~urch,
but i write thtis hurried nute to-night that
our geod friende, snd friends of the mis-
sion on this sud ail these islanda may
know chat we are ail well hieo, as a
finmsly, sud that no far as known te us,
snd certsiniy- by direct report sud by oui
lettons all the mission famùies were wehI
when the "Dayspring" called here for our
orders sud oui Bible arrowroot on the
l2th of Dec., or les than s mentît ago.

Te.day 1 had a note frein Rev. Mr.
Laurie, uf Aneityum, in which ho says
they are well snd busy on Aiaeityumansd
bln. Laie writes that Dr. sud Mm.
G#un,' on Futuna, were well wheu the
'1j)aysp. ng" c.JIod there three w eeku ago;
that Mr. sud Mrs. Mackenzie and their
children, and Mr. and Mrm Gray sud
their cbildreaî (the passeaigors by "'Day
spring" tSydney tiîis trip) wore well
and that the 'Dayapring" toeok ber de-
loarture frtun lkneityuan for Sydney on
the 23rd, with a fair wind.

Site watereci hore and did not therefore
re' - ira to at Aneityum.

lïr. and Mrs. WVatt, ou Tenna, are aIso
Weil.

Cousit Rantzow, who owue and cons-
manda this cutter which takes uiy note,
hua told us tuî-da3y that the French autlio-
rities ois New Caledoiuia have removod I
the nuissionaries tfront tiie Loyalty Islands
('Mare, Lifu, sud iW.es,) aud have sent
thonai te Sydney ! WVe stili trust this may
nut b. true, for the other day in a nows-

jImper we read that Ptev. Mr. Jones (a
inissiousry fer 30 years or mure) toid inaî
public nîeethaig in Australia that ho lied
had ait intervaew with th,; Governor of

New Caledunia and that that gentleman
had prurnised bun religious liberty--biut
iberhaps that, was liberty te leaive the
islande.

You are aware that Franco has pro-

mised to withdraw her troupe front the
New Bebrides with the promise of the
Leetrard ai ada f romt Eng1nd. Dut
France due& not, in iny humable opinion,
appear to ho i any hurry tu do anythimg
cthe kind. But we shall see.
'«hen the F. M. Board tiret (after you

get this note) meets kindly give the ziein-
bers each spocially rny kind regards, and
.ay to thons for me that if 1 do flot, write
to thent every one searately it certainly
ie flot front want of desire on my part but
tint.irely ois accounst of tiine. Reully, the
longer we are hero and the older we grow
the*muro du we seew to ho obligoci to do,
and this year 1 have bouts ainmpl ovet-
whelmod with work cd ail kinds, tiret as-
sistumg at the settienient of Murs.
liandela and Annand, and since then on
this ialand.

And if my work in trying on me, Mrs.
Robertson'm je mut;& mure au on hier. 1
seera to get some rest after %&y 7 p. m.,
or after tes, but that is just the tinie sick
and old native* corne or stand fcsr mýedicinc,
and for tea and brecad along with the
mnedicine, and Mms. Robertson muet sue
about tho tes sud breador uur servante
would soon get through with ail our sup-
plies.

Thon shie je trying just now tu bring up
on goat's mailk two young native children
whose anothers have died.

To add to this, for seven nionthe past
there has bcen, andi stillin, inuch ejukueme
oia this islaud, and the death rate, always
high, bas been higher far thaa for the laet
three years. Five have died lin this vil-
lage and the death wail, espccially during
the night, ie. tu us at lesat, tnost dietual.
Perbapes aince the begiinniiug of J une of
lest year, or during the last seven miontha,
as Iiiiily as 80 puisons have died, and of
tiacotac 3 were guod faithful teachers and
two of thein died within the st fewi weeks
aud ene indeed oraly a week ago.

But we have titis coinforting thought
that the light of Czod'a holy word has been
shining in at lest 30 villages for years,
and we clin- to the hopo that at leuat
moine of those whu have been called away
from us received the truth and the love
of it juto their hearts.

'«e aiso havo this other thotight, théit
comforts us, that. by niedicines, nourishi-
ing food, persoal care, cheering words,
we haO'e bee» the ineana tif saving mny
lives. God bas heard our pryers amihas
bleeaed our attentions and help.


