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INVESTIGATE FIRES.

Investigatiou into the causo of fires
s e much a public duty as firo ex-
tinguisinng. Naturally the nsur-
wnee  cffices shrink from  habitually
alsputing payment for loss. The cle-
ments ol prudence and safoty have to
11 considered, and in pract co questions
are only raised in glaripg cases. Thore
Is no orgamzed system for deualug
with the origmm of fires, and the Jdan-
ger of detecilon of wilful firve rajsing
is so slight that it is only in a lmited
tegree preventntive.  An isolated en-
auiry has little influence beyomd its
own case.  Anything shert of an in-
vestigation mto the cause of all fires,
without exception, will fuil to reduce,
in any appreciable degree the percent-
age of wilfui fires. If it were known
that every outbreak of firo wouid he
exomined into by the corauer, could
the deterrent effect be doubtoed ? "Thero
is no want of agreemont, indeed, that
such investigat.ons are a public duty,
wut public feeling does not seem o be
sufficiently strong to give the impulse
requisite  for leglslation. Nor will
sympathy be caslly aroused, sinco the
immedinte sufferers are generally
wonlthy insurance compagyes. 1t is
1ot creditable to the insuraace offices
that they submit to be defrauded from
yeor o year by dishonest insurers,
404 it is Jdeplorable that governmuns
should allow the crima of arson Lo M
committed almost with impunity,when
by 2o simple process such as an fn-
vestigation into the origin of avery
fire, a fairly efficient remedy could lie
provided.—Scottish Critic.

INSURANCE 1TEMS.

W. W. Serimes, manager at Winnipex
for the Hartford Insuraunce Co., loft
recently on n westerhnt business trip.

The packers of salmon in Britisi
Columtin have been trying to offoct
. reduction in the rates of msurance
on their factorics.

The Ancient Order of Faresters has

secured. the passage of an act
of Jominion incorporation. A
clauge  was  added in paxline

ment requiring thoorder to bopit
up n reserve fund satisfactory to the
insurance department.

The fire loss of the United States
and  Canada during  the month  of
March, shows a total of 37,645,200,
This abnormally moderate aggregate
bringﬂ the figures for the Lirst quartsr
of 1898 much below those for tho siume
period In 1897, and represats  the
lightost month since last November.

Spme severe rate cutting in the fire
ficld, snys Moncy and Risks, is & result
of the cfforts made Ly ot 0T two new
companies to get business.  While Lle
new companics are somewhat discrim-
inating ¥ the risks they take, and re-
fuse many risks that arec not conskl-
cred a1, they offer big discounts on
nseociation scheduled quotations, aud
pay  extraordinary percontagoes for
tusiness brought to thoem. Y ’

Grain and Milling News,
The DManitobn Grain company will
shortlv commence work on a now
clevat~r ut Calgary, Alverta.
Rolled oatmoal advanced 15¢ per
barrel at Mantreal on Monday, and
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6 now Tirmlyt held at $1.23 per bar-
rel and $2.10 per bag.

A pleasant surprise was afforded the
emptoyees of the Ogilvio Milling com-
pany, Winnipeg, one day this week,
whet Geonerad Manager 1. W, Thomp-
son  announced a general  advance
in wages of about 10 per cent, to go
Into effect at once.  The company
evidently proposiss to divide up o part
of the better profit now being made,
with the men.

A few Manitoba farmers who have
heen holding their wheat have been
offered high prices lately. Ono farmer
who has thyee year's crop on hand,
is said to have refused over $1..40 per
buste! for 1t, and asks $1.50.  When
such spicndid prices can be obtained
they should be quickly accepted, as
It cannot bie expected that the pres-
ent hlgle prices, which mainly depend
o1 &pecalative influences and ulhat-
ur:il excitement will be long  main-

ainea.

The Jointrexal Gazette of Monday
lasy saa&: .\ very strong feeling pre-
vadis in the flour market. W, W, Ogil-
vie nawrhed up the price of Manitaba
grades another 25¢  per  barrel on
Naturday, making a net rise of $1.45
per barrel from the Jowest point,
which figires are still $1 per barrel
bhelow United States prices for the
same grades of flour. 'The Lake of
the Woods Milling company received a
cable from Loudon for 300 sacks each
of the four different grades of flour
theyv manuizcture, making 2,000 sacks
which they offered to fill at a marked
advance over provious bids and it was
mamcepted by the buyer. A further sile
of 5000 sacks of Manitobn flour for
Australin, was reported from  Mon-
treal oa Monday.

‘The Lumber “T'rade.
R. A. Mather, of the Keewatin Lum-
ber Co., was in Winnipeg, this week.

The property known as the Moeove &
Macdowel: mill at Prinve Albect, Sask,,
witl Jarge timbler Bmits, is offered for
sale.

The Arrowhead Saw  and Planiag
Atills Co. has cestabiished 2 & and
planing mill ot the south arm of Ar-
row Lake, south of Revelstoke, I C.,
with a capaelty of 20,000 feet per
day. A sashoand door factory in e
nection will employ about 30 men.
The company has opened yardy at Nel-
sou and Revelstoke.  The officers of
the company are, J. C. DeCow, presi-
dent: W, M. DeCew, aruiager: T .
DeCew, secretary.

The Westminster, B. C. Columbian,
says the mills are all working over
time. The Roual City nulls, it says,
sre vorking overtimo on orders, from
the prairie country chiefly, and, three
carloads of house and raihway ambnr
are bring shipped cevery day over the
¢ . I, The local trade is also brisk,
and takes several  scowlonds  anlly.
The factory at the miil is working
full strength, to increase tho stoek of
doors, sashes, ete., while several large
ecannery orders already  reccived aro
keeping the box factory husy carly
and Jate.

The Minneapolls Lamberman says:
1t is Lehieved that shingles havo struck
bottom. There has Ien & wavesing
in the markct durlag the past several
weeks, and from a possible prico  of
S2.25 per thousand for *A%s, thero has
been o drop of fiftcon ceats, so that
probalily the market quotation is now
2210, though svmo sales ara made for
five rents higher-  But tho shingloe
manufacturers of the coast hava taks
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en the matter in hapd and proposos to
stop the falling off in prices. Thoy
nave shut down their mills until tho
first ot June, anyway, and they will
repnin down for a longer timo If ft
appears necessary in order to keep up
the market.

Hides, Wool, ete.
Hides were advanced 1-2¢ at  To-
ronto on Monday, to 8¢ for No. 1
green.

A bill has passed its recond reading
ab Ottawa to make the luspection ot
lides compulsory. The penalty s $1
per hide for evasion of the proposed
law. The inspection fee is five conts
per hide, or when offered fa lots over
100 to be 4 cents per hide. The in-
spector, of course, will be n govern-
ment  official, who will practically
stand between the buyer and the «ell-
er. The hmpeetor will be respousible
for any errors in grading hides, the
same  as in lnspecting wheat. This
Luw will ondy apply at poats where
inspecetors have been appointed, and
will not prevent conntry dealers from
selling their hides flat at their own
places of business.  The optnion of
dealers js divided as to the advisability
of the law,

Tt is not very easy to get at the
aecurate value of the new clip, but
it nuy be pointed out that in the
United States markots prices are 2ic
o 30c per Jb—suy the average price
is 28¢. The duty ot wool in the Unit~
od Statss is 12¢ per b, This makes
16 fur washicd woul e Canada,  and
from this must be taken freight
charges for export, aad profit to tho
Canadian dealer for handling the wool,
which would nmke it necessary o buy
washed wool at 1Jce in Canada, if
the waol were to be taken for ox-
port at a price bassd on United States
market values. The duties are as fol-
lows:  Unwashad wool 11c to 12¢ per
pouned, the lower mite on fine waools,
sueh as merinos al merino cresses;
tub washed, 36¢; am! scoured 36c.

Grocery Trade Notes.

New  rice is  offering at Montreal,
and prices have advanced there 1-le.
Cables are very strang on rice from all
markeds,

The Maentreal Gazette says:  *“The
feature of the molases market dur-
ing the past week has bon the strong-
er eablke advices received from the is-
Iand, noting a further advance of 1c
per gallon on the first cost to 10c,
anleven at this figure importers state
Lhiey fimd it impossible to goet fitm of-
fers,  There has e an improved de-
masd ou spot and n eale of 100 punch-
ocang of Barbadoes is report~t at 27c,
with 27 1-2¢ bid for 50 more, hut the
buyer could not socure they last lot
oven at the 1-2¢ advauce. Some small
lots of old 1896 crop of Antiwua have
changed hands nt 20e. This stock
was very dark in quality and would
nql feteh 18c ut fow months ago. A
Iater cable quotd a Marther ng\‘nncc‘
of 2 to 12c first cost, cqual to 30c
Montreal. .

Mr. Richardson's garnishee bk in-
troduced at Ottawa, has beenn with-
drawn for this «nssion.

Superintendent Ford, of the Domin-
fon Express company, will go over the
Crow’s Nest Paes rajlway Bne. Branch
offices will v opaned along this line
if it Is considered advisable.



