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English advices are of a momontous char*
noter; & contestappears to be inevitabloe
with Russig, in relation to her advaaces in
Asia j and the Gladstone Ministry have the
suprome satisfaction of knowing, that they
bave trailed the honor of their country in
the dust to no purpose, If honest men had
held the helm of affairs when Russia made
her insolent demand for the abrogation of
the Treaty of Paris in 1870, thoy would have
answered it by open defiance. But with
meon like Gladstone, and Grenville at the
head of affuirs, {he folly of ‘concession will
bo made manifest in tioro cases thau this,

Meantime tho Minisierial and Manshester
press are bucy telling the world how the
action of Great Britain is Jsustained by Tur.
koy, Italy, Auslsis,, and other Aird class
powers. Not a word iz said in reference to
the action of the Kaiser, nor of our dearly
belovod cousins over the lines. Both those
pnrtics will stand by and see fair play, and
probably take up the congueror.,

Under dato of 26th January, we have the
following from London :—

There is much unensineas in oonsoquonoe
of tho English noto to Russia regarding the
disputed boundary question in Central Asia,
1n tho settlement of tho relations between
the two powers & yoar age on the Forsyth
understanding, England only required Rus-
sia o abstain from tho invasidn of Affghanis-
tan, but tho boundary of that territory was
left undefived. Tho present note declares
that tho northern boundary of Affghanistan
commenoes at the Lako of Sut Koil in the
Parnio Steppoe, thonoe follows the Oxus to
Kadajh Salsh, and from that point west
ward to the Persian fromtior. The note
states that England informoed tho JEmir
of Affghanistan that he majy fight the
Russians if they crossed this line,

The Russian reply doclaves that the desire
of Russia is {o maintain good relations with
Englang, but it refusos {o accept the indie
cated boundary, becauso it includes coun-
tries which never belonged to Afighanistan,
but were always independont.  Russia’s ob-

‘ect in taking Khiva is apparently to ostab-
ish depots and hold and oocupy the whole
valloy of tho Oxus, England draws this
line to interfere with Russia's purpose and
to enable the former power the better to
hold the Hindoo Kush as a line of defence
when the day of fighting comes.

‘T. Mitchell, Assistant Secrelary of the
British Legation. -t . Poterburg, has just
left London for tuat city, bearing important
despatches to Lord Loftus Britishi Ambassa.
dor,

A Lahore newspaper states that Sir Dair
Abdul Rahmar, under Russian instigation,
captured Fort Hissar,a dependency at Cobal,
‘and sent the Governor oit thoe place, a pris-
oner of tho Russians. Hissaris a good atart-
ing point for tho Russiang in any movement
they may contemplatoagainst Affghanistan,
Turkistan., The same authority states that
Sirdair Mahomot Xhanthashiuade & success
ful attack onSterabat in Cobal. ‘I'he Gov-
ernor of that cily was likewise capturcd and
delivered to the Russians.

The Australian Government jhave accept-
cd the proposition of tho Imperial author-

-ities for continuing the Colonial Postal Ser-

vice botween Point de Galle (Ceylon) and
Melbourne and Sydnoy.

The British Government have notified tho
soveral! Colonial Governors of its willingness
to undertako the entire transporiation of the
mails from England to Ceylon, leaving the
colonies frco to malke their own arrangments
for the rest of tho servico. Toward the lat-
ter they also offer to conlribute a subsidy
of £40,000 annually, besides granting oyery
reasonablo facility for tho cstablishment of
a fortnightly mail. ‘Fhis will virtually make
Melbourno tho torminal port of the steam-
ers, No sorious opposition to tho schemeis
looked for from South Australin, Tasmania
or Now Zoaland, for though the last named
colopy ovinces what the Argus designates
g sort of sentimental preference® for a
California mail sorvice, yet tho superiority of
the old routs, via Suez, both as regards cel-
erity and regularity of transit, is so goner-
ally recognisod thatall important cori6 .pond
enco between Now Zealand and Europo is
uniformly formarded vis Mclbourne,

As a postal route,tho Argus adds,the Sucz
line is without a competitor ; and freely ad-
mitting all that can bo said in favor of estab:
lishing a line of powerful stoamers via tho
Cape, and of maintaining regular communi-
cation with the Pacific coast of North Amori-
co, nature and tho great channels marked
out by modern commoeree have combined to
indicate tho track as the one along which
both our electric intelligence and the tides
of our correspondence must run for all timo
to come. Tho course of post between Eng*
land and Australia via Suez, hes been re-
duced to forty-two days while on the other
hand, whether, under the most fafbrable
circumstances. the run from Melbourne to
London, via San Francisco, can bo mado in
less than fifty days rewmasios to be demon®
strated.

One of the most- remarkable telegraphic
triumphs of the age has just been achieved
by the recently construcr.od cableto Austra.
lia. Intelligence of Gen. Grant's reelection
on the 5th reached Melbourne, via London,
on the Gth and war published in the Argus
of the Tth.

Tho International Exhibition was formally
opened at Mclbourne by the Governor an
tho 6th. Amongthe distinguished visitors
on tho occasion wero their Serene [lighness:
ess the Princo Augustus and Philip of Saxe-
Cobourg.

‘The new Theatre Royal, Melbourne, was
opened with appropriato ccremomes on the
Gth.

It is rumoured that the differences bo
tween Great Britain and Russia, on the Kbi-
van question, instead of being in o fair way
for anaturally satisfactory adjustment aro
incronsing ; and that Franco, Austria, Italy,
Turkey, Denmark and Swedon have- deter:
mined to support the British Government in
{ho position assumed,

Tho disturbances among :the artillery men
at Tarragonto have bedn rehewed. Tho
Government threatens to tread'the malcon
tents withrigour, N

Potitions to tho Cortes for the sbolitions
of slavery, continue to come in fram all parts
of tho kingdom.



