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CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR.

THE _l‘-lOLY SPIRIT.
DAILY READINUS,

Firat Day—God's Promiss of tiie Npirit.—Ixa. xliv. 1.8,

Scoond Day—*'I will send Him unto you,"”—-John xvi. 1.15.

Thizd Day—* He shall be in you."—John xiv, 15-26,

Fourth Day—Tho Holy Spirit Given.—Acts ii. 1.13,

Fifth Day-~** This is that which was spoken.” —Acts if. 14.31,

Bixth Day—Tho gifts of tho Spirit.—1 Qor. xil. 1-31.

Paarer Mgetixae Torie, Jan, 10.—* Why wo are Presby-
teriane.'—1 Petorii. 810,

WHY WE ARE PRESBYTERIANS.

Strictly spesking, Proabyterianism is a form of church govern.
meat, but that form is an expreesion of great priveiples. principles
which ware implanted in tho boaom of man, illustrated in divine
rovolstion and crystalized in the only form of government which
ever roceived oxplicit divine sanction; namely, yoverument by the
roprosentatives of tho pecple, Tho primitive family was at once
tho stato and the ohurch ; the father of the family being the prieat
ard ruler of his houschold, He was tho first older. Aggregations
of familics wero govorned by councils composed of theso clders.
When families increased and became communities the olders ruled
through ropresentatives, thus tho ancient and primitivo Church of
God was ruled until the timo of Saul. 1t wasa divinelysanctioned
thoocrasy, administered through ropresentatives of the people.
The people wero rebuked when they dosired to substitute a mon.
archy, » centralized government. Thoe local rule o) the cldors was
coatinued. Christ found them ruling in the synagogue., Paul
instituted them in tho churches which he organized. This form of
government romeins to-day, and it will continue throughout
oteraity, When John looked from the cliifa of Patmos into the
Qolden City, did he soo a ** prudential committea?” Did he seo
s bunch of mitered abbots, big or little, from an acolyte toa pope?
Nay. Ho saw four and twenty cldors in the exercise of their
apiritusl functions. Thero were one hundred and forty and four
thousand thers already-—not a pope nor a prudential committeo
in the whole heavenly country. Tho brothron of tho other com.
munions will come into tho most ancient, the divino and the
otornal Church of God, at last,

Tho Presbyterian Church thereforo, stands for a government
of tho people, by tho people, and ucder God, for the people.

Thoe doctrine of tho Presbyterian is in accord with bis policy
tho acle sovercigaty of God and tho perfect freedom of man.
Tho severcigaty of God can receive no help from ue, but the
freedom of man may receive much. The first clement of
freedem is kuowledge; thereforo the Presbyterian who knows
hia calling ia dovoted to the education of tho people. Thus it
Liss comno about that tho Presbyterians posscas a higher average
of ecducation than any other peoplo.

That men may bo free they must bo virtuous as wall asintel.
ligent. Tho TPresbyterien is thereforo a champion for overy
instrumentality and reform that will clevate the moral standard
of men. Thoy are vigoroua defenders of tho Sabbath, becsuse it
is essontial to the intellectual, moral and apiritual enlighteninent
of men. Thoy are uncompromising enemica of the saloon, because
it iz a chiof forco in maintaining tho devil’s inatitution of human
chattelhood. Whataver degrades men cnslaves them to their own
paeslons, or to the will of other men is doterminedly resisted.
‘They regard the Bible, and therofore thoy so atrenuously defend
it, as tho magoa charta of human freedom, the chartor of God,
opon which a man may stand and bid defiance to any matter,
civil or occlesinatical Wo 2tand in this frcedom wherawith Jesus
ClLaist hath mado us froe.

Wherein docs the present Preabyterian ditler from his prede
cessors?!  Chiefly 1n that ho knows more—~henco he is not 8o parrow
in his views. OUur mon who know 1t all aro now confined to two
classos—old men who stopped acquiring knowledge forty years
ago, and young men who have not yet begun to acquira it.

\What is tho present chief duty of the Prosbyterian? I must
say it is to inform hamsolf more thoroughly of his mission 1n the
waorld, Lot him put his mouey and his muscle behind his own
conviccions in promottng his own works. Let him Yo more
watehlal in apotting demagogucs, civil or ccclesiastical. Kethim
not alluw himselt to be diverted from his work by controveraies
over avu-essenlisls  He kaows what he wants. Let him go for
it straight,

Proabyterianism atande for hiving principles towards man and
pure worship towards God. It stands resolately for the Bible
booausa the Biblo ia 1tacharter of nghts, terrostrial and celoatial.
It standa for God as tho Unirersal Soversign, for Christ as the

oxplatory Saviour, aud for man as a lost sloner, whom it {s the
duty of every Preabytorian to find and bring back to his Father's
house,

FOR THE SABBATH SCHOUL.

International S. S. Lesson.

Lessox II.~Tus HoLy Srinir GiveN,——JANUARY 10,
(Acts ii: 1413.)
Gorux Txxt.—* Thoy were all filled with the Holy Ghost.”

—Acts {i. 4.
Tiste AND PLacE.—Babbath, May 28th, A.D, 30, Jorusalem,

IxTiobTCrION.—From the closing verses of our last lesson wo
loarn that tho dieciples of Ohrist roturnod from Bothany, where
thoy had witnoased tho ascennion of the Lord to Jerusslem, and
there, in an upper room, and in tho tomplo, from day to day, they
continued iu praiso and prayer., At some time during the ten days
that followed the ascenaion of Ohrist thoro was choson from among
tho diaciples ono to take tho place of Judas as ono of tho twelve
apostles. At length, on tho tonth day aftor Chriat's azcension,
tho promiso for which He had commanded thom to wait was
fulfilled, as related in our present lesson.

I, Tur Girr QIvEN, (1-4.)

“Tho tiwme.”~Pentecost, somstimes calloed Feast of Weoks
(Deut. xvi. 10), fifty daya after Passover., Jorusalem again full of
Jows from all parts. Beet timoe for preaching the Gospel to all
pations.

*Tho sound.”"—Like rushing mighty wind. ¥it cmblem.
Wind is invisiblo (St. John iil. 8), mysterious—coming and going
suddenly ; sometimes poworful, as in a storm ; sometimes gentls,
always healthy and lifo-giving,

So is the Holy Spirit. Works unscon, Sometimes mightily,
e.g. on ‘his very day makibg 3,000 repont at once. Somstimes
gontly moving hearts.

‘¢ Tho sight.”~Bright light on each, like tonguo of fire. What
doesfire do? It giveslight. So does the Holy Spirit teach the
things of God and guido to all truth, (8t. John xvi. 13.) It also
purifiea. Gold is tried, or tested, by fire. So by the Bpirit can
mortify sin und becoms holy. (Rom. vui. 13).

Losson.—As many as are lod by tho 8pirit of God they are the
sons of God.

II, Tae Girr Useo. (5-13.)

““The gift of tongues.”—Who were gathered togother? Jows
from differont parts—Asia Minor, Egypt, Arabia, Central Asia,
cte. Thoy had heard the loud sound® of the wind—collected
quickly ronnd the houss. Whatdid theynow hear? The Apostles
apeaking in their languages. What a atrange thing! Aposties,
natives of Galiles, unlearned men (iv. 13), yet now telling God's
wondorful works in goending 1is Son so that all eould understand.
What a great gift! Just what the Apoitles wanted. Thoy could
not otherwise bave roached tho ears of all,

Lesson.—Tho entrance of Thy Word giveth life.

Toovenrs.—Thoe day of Pentocoss was $ho oulminating poriod
in the system of Redemption. It ushered in the dispeasation of
tho Holy Gheet, thus proving the divino mission of Jesus, and
the truth of Christianity, The old dispensation of typos and
shadows, of forms and ceremonios, wag completely supplanted
by the incoming of the spiritual power wrought in men by tho
Holy Ghoat. It was evident that a special Jivino influenca
spread ovor tho waiting company of disuviples, bringing to them
tbe means of advancing Ohrist’s Kingdom throughout the world,

The Holy Bpirit moved direotly upon the disciples, Thoy
were mede consoious of His pressnocoe, both by hearing and seeing
Thoy wero filled with His powor whon tounched by His brighs-
shining, gonial warming and destructive burning. They were
moved to spoak openly to the wondering, doubting mocking
people. Their tongues bocame aa it were fiory, No ona looked
1o eco how another was affocted, for esch one was inspired with
such courage of his own, that ho arogo and spokoe in tho languago
which the Bpirit gave, and declared the plan of Salvation, the
disponsstion of grace. The inward chango waa so perfect, 80
putifying, tbat all thought o? personel vanity, or carnal enjoy-
mont was gono,and the spontaneouns praiss to God sounded forth
upon tho scorper as well as thoee who wero awakened.

Tho Galilean disciples wera msdoe exawmples of the power of
God's Salvation. Thoy were gathersd from different walkein
life, and were mado up of various dispositions and temperaments.
Yot thoy found i8¢ poamblo to wait upon God unitedly until He
visited them, bringiog to thom the promised gilt of His own
Spiris. It was gean that overy ons who waited reocscived the
baptism. Each ona was ablo to spoak words that astonjshed tho
people. Esoch one took up the same sizain, had the samo theme.
Accurding to his capacity, each ons was filled, ondaed, and




