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MISSIOYARY ENtiDENTS.-TI[U DEVOTEU.-fly Ms. DI. 13. IgGALLs.

Ihad offen observed an old shed on the bank of the Irrawadi river, and had
asked my boatmen concerning il, but they could. not satisfy niy curiosity, 8o 1
deterniined to go and see for myseif. The morniflg was foggy, as it often is in
llurimah, and ere I was aware 1 reached the she d. 1Ihad. not considered what to
do, but hearing a noise or rustling inside, inquired, "lIs thero any one here V" 1
received no ansiwcr, but waited a littie, whcn a haggard, attenuated old man
protrudcd hie bead out of the door, but seeing a strange face, he, disnppeared at
once, and though I called, and told him, 1 was a friend, he would flot corne out.
At last 1 became weary, and, as the rising sunbeacns danced up'on the waters, 1
weat down and sat by the river side, and lookcd upon the niorning's gladness.
My companions liad gone another way; and after I had drank in the beauties of
the seene before mie, 1 took one of our tracts and began to read, but soon hearing
a stir in the mlied, T- r'etu1re thcrc again.

The man st in his door, and inquired of nie, as 1 came up, what 1 wanted. 1
teld bini of our God, and the freeness of the Gospel, but ho said hie did flot care
anything about our God. Hie had wý,orsbipp6d G'audama and his idole for many
'rears, and did not wish to lo8e ail of his e it. As I could net reach bis heart

la tis wy, Iasked him if lie could flot tell me his history, bu' hie hesitated
until I told him a littie cf mine. When I reacbed the part where 1 left land and
kindred, hie stopped me, and said, "Ah!1 you have made a sacrifice; our beart,4
are alike." Seeing hie colducess changing, 1 pleaded with. him te tell nie of bis
past life. Hie hesitated agrain, thon pressing bis band upon hie forehead, as if ta
eall back the niemories of bygone yeare, hoe said: - lWhen 1 was a young mnia ny
parents died, sud left me with a baUndeome sumn cf go]d. 1 wus very prend. Ycu
look at me with surprise; but niy bare head was once covercd writh long tresses,
the onvy cf many. I was band8ome, and dressed in ricli garracats ; and in a
few ycsrs I msrried a beautifual girl-one ivicse band bad been scught by the
governor'.ý, secretary. After this 1 gave sumptucus feasts, and thought I -Was
very ha.y but one night 1 dreamied that the King cf Death called me, and 1
went te a place where 1 became a snake. This dream, very muchi troubled me;
and nlot long after I went and coxisulted with an astrologer, who marked on hie
board, and then went into an awful spasm. 1 begged him te read me niy fate,
but hie refused, eaying it miade bum very ill oven te look upon it. 1 gave him
more rneney, but hie vould only tell me tliat niy future was an awful co, and
directed mc te the pnieste te procure a way cf escape. I had not cftea been te
the priets, but they greeted nie, and 1 told thein niy trouble. The oid priest
was very much affected whien 1 told hini my dream, and sent me away, saying
hie ivould go to the astrologer, whc raight tellI hlm r.bat hoe saw. The next day
I went te the priest, wbo said it ivas an aw' ful fatc, but I couid be reloased there-
froni. Tho way was open ; that if I made many idole, gave away my riches and
fine dress, together with ait niy comforte, I might escape the dreadod fate. At
first 1 thoughit I could net do ail this; but my dream haunted me so that I could
net sloop. 1 became iii, and at last i made the sacrifice. 1 bave perfornied long
Pilgriimages, ceuràted many beads, and etrictly kept ail cf tho g,ýd8' rules, and i
hope ilhat fate, wcili be averted."

" But are yen happy beo?" I inquired.
"iOh, yes,"' returned the old n, hiseoye flashing forth with somne beauty, "

have dreanis cf a fiairy country wliere I shall ho young again, and bave my beau-
tiful wife and great riches.>

"But tell :--e what becameocf your wifo?
01, 1" 8aid tho old mian, as bis boscm heaved a Bit-b1, Ilshe diod a fesv menthe


