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which take place hefore the hundredth year are roughit
on artificially, that isto say, by discase or accident.”’
Dr. Farr, in the 16th Annual Report of the Registrar
General of England, says: ““‘The natural term of
human life appears to be 100 years.!”  Finally, the
prophiet Isaialtsays, LX\\.—20 :—** ‘f'here shall no more
thence be an infant of days, nor an old man that hath
not filled his days, for the child shall die an hundred
years old.”

The extreme limit of life appears to be abont twice
the natural limit or term.  Thus, instances have occur-
red of man living to 200 years, or very nearly ; amd
Buffon relates, with much minuteness, the history of o
horse that lived 0 years,and died February 24tl, 1774.

How are we to account for the ages recorded in
Genesis of Adam, his sous, and Mecthuselah? We
cannot disregard the teachings of science, nor need we
doubt the statement in Holy \Writ. Each has Divine
authority. Bvwhat theory can we reconcile the two ?
Simply that the year, or unit oi time, among the carly
patriarchs differed from that adopted since the Deluge,
which has been twelve calendar months.  Hensler, a
high authority, shows the stropg probability that the
year, till the time of Abraham, consisted of three
months ouly, and that not until the time of Joseph was
it extended to twelve months.  ** ‘This assertion, " says
Hufeland, a still higher authority, *‘is to a certain
degree confirmed by some of the Eastern unations who
still reckon only three months to the vear;' amd, be-
sides, it would be altogetherinexplicable why the life of
man should have been shortened three-fourths imme-
diately after the flood. Morcover, the recorded ages
when the carly patriarchs married was about four times
the usual age. Again, with the period of Abraham,
we find mention of a duration of life which can still he
attainedt, and which no louger appears cextraordinary,
especially when we consider the temperate maancer in
which the patriarchs lived. We think, therefore, that
Hufeland has arrived at u correct conclusion when he
says that “man can still attain the same age as
c‘wcr."* E 3

I would add that in my opinion cvery person, at
Jeast every one that is not afflicted with organic tron-
ble, or who has not neglected too long the observance
of the laws of nature, hias within hinself the power to
prolong his own existence as well as to improve and
secuire his own good liealth.  In life insurance we and
that the best risksare not the mnost robust men, nor tie
athletes, but the men who, without organic trouble or
inherited tendencies to disease, are yet obliged to take
-carc of themselves.

THE TEMPERANCE AND 7ENERAL LIFE.

The Temperance and Geuneral Life of Torouto hield
its fifth annual meeting ou the 11th ult, aud the diree:
tors submitted a report for 1890, which shows com-
mendable progress made by this yvoung compauy.
Increase is shown i1 assuranice issued and in foree, in
premium income, in assets, and in surplus to policy-
holders. The assurance issued amounted to $1,513.-
o000 under 1,073 policics, of which amount §1,277.000
under 1,047 policies was taken and paid for. The
assurance in force at the end of the year was §3.48%4.-
003 ; thetotal income was $34,219, of which §77,790 was
inuct premiums ; and the expenditure $47, 367, of which
only §S,290 was for death claims. The actual assets,
besides $30,000 of uncalled guarantee capital, amount
t0$155,213 ; and the liabilitics, except capital, to$112,-
661, leaving a surplus of $32,552. so far as poiicyholders
are concerned. A gain in assets is thusshown of §39,-

73y, ‘The increase in reserveand other current liability
was $34.00y, and the total increase in surplus §5,630.
If we take account of paid-up capital as a liabi-
lity, we shall find that there is still some impair-
ment ; but so far as the secut’™y of policyholders is
concerned, there is the surplus of §42, 552 intact, besides
the provisional security of the §40,000 unpaid capital.
I'lie company has excellent gentlemen associated in its
managentent, and by disereet haudling we may con-
fidemtly hope for its healthy growth and prosperity.

LIFE ASSURANCE WRITTEN, 1850 AND 1889, .

UNITED STATES COMPANIES,

1890, 1589. Increase
AU vae coenneeconens oo ¥2,200,502 220,369,680 §  So7,013

Berkshirt cevees coneeeer  7.3923,5%3 6,921,588 570,917
Brooklyttleceias o caeaenn 652,490 707,673 135,177
Commmmercial Alliance.... 19,780,500 1,529,500 17,957,000
Counnecticut General.... 1,534.199 1,503,111 331,088
Conuccticut Mutual...... 10,620,243 9,256,204 1,364,041
Equitable. caeees caneaan. 203,826,107 375,203,100 25,362,007
Germanii.e . ee. cavaoe vaee  10,015.716 10,03t 548 135,832
Homt ceoaee cooneenannan 7.390,318 0,764,102 627,209
Iperial ceeee cvaveeee.. 0,133,000 5,519,000 584,000
Manhattitte, ceveee cecnen 12,963,308 17.388,211  {4,425.810
Mas< Mutual, ceeaeeceas 17,369,330 15,105,563 2,263,587
Mutual Benefite ... ... 24,135,992 22,217,255  1,941.737
Mutual Lifeeeaeecnn..... 160,955,956 131,962,063 9,023,923
National, Vic.eeeeaoaee . 335,335,362 12,743,088 2,404.347
New Vork Lifeoeee .. . 139,530,063 151,119,088 5,456,977
New Englamd Mutual... 11,790,600 11,007,055 $25.905
Northwesemoeenenean.. 02,236,609 51,777,450 10,459,129
Penu Mutual..coescaee. 22653272 15,415,000 2,245,272
PHeeniN..e o ceeevanans 3.392.375 1,349983 1,993.192
Provident 1. ¢t T-....... 13,231,335 33,209,382 %027
Provident Savings ...... 16,174,330 19,172,397 2,997,567
State Mutual....... ceese 7.360,075 6,004,745 1,203.327
$Toavelers ooeeeieie 33005538 S549.3575 3,790,483
t'nion Central ... eee  2,1118935 19625593 1,383,360
Union Mutual..coo ...... 5337519 4.879,756 377.733
Uniteld States, vess 11,955,157  0.523.551 2,331,556
Washington. coceee caeees 10,635,473 10,063,767 325,294

TOlalSeee coenon coeese 8576,500,275 $753.620,331 93,173,941

1 Dact ot im Inde acrnlent ladines, & Deraase.

We reprint the above table from our last number,
with the figures of the Union Mutual for 1889 changed
as given by President DeWitt in a recent letter, wherein
e explains that the amount written as given in our
former table included **in the issues for 1889 the insur-
ance that lapsed and went under the Maine non-
forfeiture law.” Of course we gave, as explicitly
stated in comiection with the table, total amounts
weritlen i 1589, as given in the New York report (see
Table V1) ; but as the total givenfor 1890 did not, it
is stated, include lapse under the Maine law, above
referred to. the comparison worked an injustice to the
company, unavoidable by us in the absence of the
above information.  The figures as now given show a
gain for the company of §477,733-  As we before stated,
the total gain in insurance written of all the companics
ahave given in 1889 over 1888 was over sixty millions
wore than the gain in 18go over 1889. The above
$93.173,941 vepresents the total net increase for 1890,

Among the ageats attending the annual meeting
of the Sun Life last week were Messts. W. H. Hill,
Peterboro; E. W. Hendershott, St. Johu, N.B.; James
I.yster, Sherbrooke ; and Rev. R. B. Denike, Camp-
bellford, who favored the CiroNICLE with a call



