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THE CATHOLIC REGISTER.

Frosyt e Rayniner

The Catholic faith in Arnprior has
always maintained a porition of influ.
enco.  Animportant lombering centre
from nn early date, it drew within its
limits those in search of employment,
and as many of these wero Catholics,
some of whom have since swelled into
the dimensions of independent farm-
ers, and owners of town property, the
intluenco exercisad by this cluss on the
temporal affmrs of the Church must
be manifest. A still more potent fae-
tor in the development of religion in
Arnprior was the sell-sacrificing band
of missionaries who, in the course of
their arduons travels, havo visited this
place, from time to time, urfolding the
tidings of snlvation on the banksof the
Ottawa and the Maldawnska, Away
back in the early forty's those regions
north and west of Arnprior, then a
forest vast and seemingly interminable,
wure traversed by that grand old man,
the late Father Jolm MeNulty, whose
simple horto was then at St. Patrick.
A history of tho Jubours of thy heroic,
yot guileless and simple misgionsry,
along the Ottawa and its tributaries,
over lake, over river, over mountain,
and through ahnost impenectrable
forests, would be interesting reading
Just now ; but as I have no materials
at hand for such” an undertaking, I
must content myself with becoming
the historian of certain important in
cidents in whieh ho figured during the
closing years of his useful life.

In 1851 the Rev. John McNulty
left the Ottawa Valley for another
field of missionary lubour, in the
Diocese of Toronto, then wisely and
ably governed by Bishop Charbornell.

Afew yeurs subsequently the Diocese
of Hamilton was created with the
Rev. John Farrell of Peterborough as
ficst Bishop ; and here =zain we find
the faithful priestdischarging parochial
duties, the parish of Caledonia on the
Grand River having been just assigned
to inm. Of his labaurs thero, the best
that can be said is hat his name is rev
er ntly pronounced by voung and old
who have experienced tho charm of
his personalty. The crowning act of
hiis life however, and that which will
do most to perpetuate the fame of Ins
good decds, was his purchase of that
beantiful hiome and charming grounds
in the South western confines of Dun-
das, which he donated to the Diocese
of Hawmilton, and is now used as House
of Providence. In a green little hillock,
overlooking a deep ravine the aghes of
thegood Priest repose.  May they rest
in peace !

The Rev. Avthony O'Malley was
also one of the missionary priests who
occasionally visited Arnprior in the
days of )ts cxistence. Father O'Malley
was subsequently assigned to the
mission of Huntley, where he labored
for many years. Nearly twenty years
ago ho left Canada for his native home,
in the Connty of Mayo, Ireland, and
as he was an old man then, I cannot
cay if still lives; but whether living
or dead, may God be with him.

With occasional changes in the
pastorate of Arnprior, we come down
to the time when the present pastor—
Father Chaine—assumed the responsi-
biities of Parish  Priest.  IPather
Chaine is, I believe, a native of old
France, but such are tho intimate
relations existing between himself and
the Irish portion of his congregation,
such his strong sympathies for Ireland
1n her struggles for self government,
that I would not be surprised to hear
of him, some day, with diadem on
head and sceptre 1n hand, proclaimed
Prince of some Jrish Barony. Nor
does the harmony which exists between
priest and people in Arnprior confine
itselt to wmutuaal glonficativua of each
other's nativnality. No! The mag-
mficent churel, and beautiful presby-
tery, with the stately school buildings
adjacent, proclaun in eloquent tones
tho union of both. Lopg may that
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union continue, and long may the
obedience of the congregation accentu
ate the usefulness of the priest.
Arnprior has leng enjoyed an envia.
ble reputation in respect to the feeling '
of forbeurance which exists between \
men of widely-divergent religious be- |
liefs, and of nationalities far asunder.
Although the people of that town are !
tenacicus of their religious views and '
ready at any sacrifice to uphold them, !
yet Christianity bas never taken the
form of smsshing a neighbor's skull
for the love Ioi' God. | i
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