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lume, of any world or worlds, existing prior to the Mo-
saic creation, it has said nothing. All such worlds
secm to have been, to the inspired writers, totally
urtknown. Of the speculations and hypothesés of ca-
pricious scepticism, therc is po end. I}gx)mmerable are
the. instances, in which mankind have discovered a
greater desire to know what the Most High has wisely
concealed from them, than to improve what he has
been graciously pleased to reveal to them. '

Under the appellations of the heavens and the earth,
of which the Mosa.. creation consists, are comprehend-
ed all worlds and all. creatures. ,,

The term creation secms to have, in the Mosaic his-
tory, two acceptations ; a primary and a secondary.
According to the former, it denotes the production of a
world or worlds out of nothing. According to the lat-
ter, it signifies the formation of creatures, of various
species, out of pre-existent matter. The great mass,
which the Almighty produced on the first, underwent,
on the five subsequent days, variousmodifications; and
from it were formed the numerous and diversified ma-
terial beings, with which the upper and lower worlds
were replenished. These creatures, of various kinds,
inhabitants of the earth, of the water, and of the air,
the omnipotent, without doubt, could have produced in
a2 moment. But, forwise purposes, he chose to per-
form the work, not in a moment, an hour, or a day;
but six days. A bare repetition ofthe fanciful opinion,
that by six days the sacred historian intends six thous-
and years, is a sufficient refutation of it, ,

In the Mosaic account of creation, there is no ex-
press mention of angels. But they, doubtless, are ia-
‘cluded in that brief recapitulation of the works of the
preceding six days, Gen, 11. 1. Thus were the heaveiis
and the earth finished ; and all the host of them. That
they were the first, or among the first, as they, doubt-
less, are the best, of the works ofthe great creator, is,
in the highest degree, probable. Accordingly they
are, in the sequel of the sacred volume, introduced as

spectators,



