IN NOYA SCOTIA AND THE ADJOINING PROVINCES,

«f poble outline atill meets the eye, but
ot of its tall cedars have fallen; wild
“wag and slmost wilder men frequent its
g, Thickets of brushwood have sprung
-paffording cover for the robber and the
-t of prey. But the lower parts of the
-gintein ave still, as in the days of Israel,
-markable for their rich pastures, luxuriant
~wes and vineyards. My space is nearly
lled, and I think I cannot close this letter in
better way, than by bringing to your rocal-
wtion, the gracious promise of God to his
Joved Israel, given in the beantiful language
fthe prophet Hosca, “I will be as the
' unto Israel, he shall grow as the lily,
nd cast forth his roots as Lebanon. His
~nches shall spread and his beauty shall be
-the olive tree, and his smell as Lebanon.
"oy that dwell under his shadow shall re-
'm; They shall revive asthe corn, and grow
~the vine : the scent thereof shall be as the
e of Lebanon.” May vou and I, my
-mg friends though not of the ** stock of
mel” experience the blessedness of this
~mise of our Heavenly Father and be made
-itful in every good work.
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THOUGHTS ON UNIOX,

Among the innumerable consequences of
w enmity or a spirit of malevolence holds 2
ay conspicuous place. We meet its grim,
_bidding aspect in all the relationships of
e It enters the domestic circle, and ban-
_ peace of mind, and mutual confidence.
_invades international courtesies and trea-
., and explodes in recriminations and hos-

.armaments. [t severs ecclesiastical ties, |

uproduces the unseemly sight of religious
ar, in which, alas ! the gospel, so holy and
—<ful in its design, is converted tfo the
A carnal weapon of offence. To remove
" spirit of malevolence, and substitute that
love and good will in its place, is the great
»of reveajed religion, and consequently of
aylover of truth. Union is the spirit of
-gospel, and must necessarily be the wish
esery humble follower of Jesus.
Quz abject here is to explain the true and
-dlidea of union, and incite all to pro-
- it 1o the utmost of their ability; and at
- outset we affirm that every idea of union
. excludes love in its widest sense, is
-.and unworthy of the name of religion.
Y any confederacy pmong men, “all ma-
~and all guile, and hypaocrisies, and envies,
-vil speakings,” be tolerated, we besitate
-8 52y, that the greatest wiolence is doune
te first principles of morality and to the
_lawof our social heing—* Do as ye would
dozeby.” That there have been associa-
- aud alliances, based on the above evil
~100%, no one can deny, for history is al-
- entirely occupied in the narrmiion of
8, wtrigaes and coalitions, for the sole
pose of agprandisemont ot the expense of
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others, It is easy to see, therefore, that the
union of two or more parties in the state, or
of two or more kingdams in the world, or of
two or more religivus persuasions in the
chureh, will be the subject of ansiety, com-
wment, and jealousy. The past, in a great
mensure, is reproduced, again and again, and,
the light it sheds, or the wisdom it teaches, is
not very favorable to nominaf combinations.
1t says in the language of warning, Beware of
a sudden amalgamation of men and of prin-
ciples that formerly were governed by the
laws of repulsion, not of attraction!  Beware
of a union that cannot be completed except
under a certain name, ot under certain con-
victions! Beware of a union that does not
evince congenial views, mutaal forhearance
and charity, until cemented by the omaipo-
tence of 2 word! Suspeet that alliance that
requires many preliminarics, persuasions, pro-
toclas, despatches, amendinents, und a host of
other accessories.  Where charity is, it is
drawn to its kind by the force of attraction,
and requires no legal bond tu originate or
perpetuate it.  In regard to ecclesiastical
union, to which we would most especially re-
fer, we maintain that it is an impossibility, in
the sense entertained by many good and ex-
cellent men in our davy; and in support of
this view, we adduce the folloving arguments:

First, the silence of Holy Seripture, as to
church polity.  Nawhere, except by inference,
can the divine right of presbytery be derived
from the Bible; we believe the inference to
be legitimate; others, by the esercise also of
their reason and criticism, eame to a different
conclusion.  We found the u.e and divine
'sanction of chuceh establishments on the
word of God; others repudiate our inference,
and guestion the correctuess of our views: go
that where o direet commaml has not been
given, or a clear amouncement not made,
cach is left to the right use of his rational
faculties, in his scareh uftcr whar is lawful,
useful and expedient.

Secondly. But in this search, talents, op-
portunities, and other circumstances being
exceedingly diversifiad, the upinions and cou-
victions arrived at mast Le excoedingly diver-
sified also. All do not possess the same
penetration and judgment.  In the mental
department there are the same inequalities as
in the physical.  Neither do all possess the
same leisure necessary for the imestigation
of trath.

We might bring forward othier considera-
tions which go to establish the trath of our
assertion: that according to o present con~
stitution, there must be a variety of apinions,
and by consequence an impossibility of an
ecclesiagtical wnion which will embrace all
deaominations; but we think enpugh has
bren said in reference to that yoint. The
difficulty, bowever, remains to b solved, and
is presented in the question, Is there to ba a
union at all?  Is religions strife to coniinue
from age 1o age? We helieve that, standing
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