
640 ~The and Lawv ou1 rnal.__ e.x

niean everything; whilst padding and pediantic discucsiveness
-ire things to be abhorred.

Having prernised so inuch as to the recognized canons of
rnethod in the making ai law-books, let me briefly mention some

* nf the instances in which 1 conceive Mr. Beven to be guiltv of
ýý1 ýheretical practices in relation thereto.

lIn the flrst plac~e, hie mnaterially and frequently lesseus thc
uitility of bis book by paving ýoo miuch attention ta principles of
lawv which are srnetimes not at ail cognate to his subject, anid
at other tirnes but reintely connected wvith it. Iii chapter 1. of
volume I., which is astensibly devated ta a definition ai negli-
Lz&ence in la\%-, hie ernploys a. couple af pages in considering, in the

* ~ abstract, the po,.,er of a judge to nonsuit ini an action, a miatter
*in respc,.ct of wxhiclî Qne w'ould naturally seek enlighteniment ili zt

Nvork on pracedure. In chapter IlI. of volume Il. he Stravs
again fromn bis chasen path ta iniorin bis readers, at great length,
xvhat constitutes a comînon carrier, al subIje ct obvio eislN blolng.
ig ta a treatise oui contract. I n the saine volumie lie repeats
his offence maore seriauslv by, devoting no small portion ()f thîw
eighty odd pages oi chapter I V. ta al cansideration, oi the doc-
truuie of estoppel apart frei its bearing oni negligetîce. iN[auvN
more instances af errantry oi this sort tniglit be given wuh
space permit, but I mnust uio%% pass on to demionstrate anothur
featuire ai discursivencss in the book even nvr upardonîabhu
than the ane I have airead v iiudicated. I udeed, the %vork is pie-
thoric with exampies lite sort of dfivaainIaNaott
mention, but 1 must content fii% If with noticing onme or txvo of
the more notable instance-, of it. lui chapter Il. (volumne I.
p. ý.8) aur author launches ont ilita al tiost pedantic dissertation,
whIich fairly bristies witlî irrelevaut niatter, in discussing the mile
ai diligcrztia diligcnitissiimi as applicable ta the duie performnancu
or ila coltract. One_ af the foatnotes ta tire abave-mnientioflie( pageu
is su pre-eminentiv charactcristic oi the auth)r's style that 1
canniot forbear quotingq it in extcnso :-'' This -(the inexpedi Il(,\
of the rule in question) '' mav b illuistrated by a passagi rn
Lady Holland's 1Life ai the Rex'. Sydniey Smnith « It requires
long .apprenticeship ta speak \veil ini the Hanise of CommriOuv.- h
is the most formidable ardeal ini the wvorld. Feme mon have suc-
ceeded who entered it late in lueé Jeifrey is perhaps the bcst c\-

* 'ceptîon. Bobus used ta sa), that there xx'as inore sense andi gaod


