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generally in every dirrction, bu.t for the niost part at a considerable
angicle bath to, the perpendicular and horizontal. Certain peeuliar ar-
rangemients of' tixese vein-3 are, howvever, noted in certain
itreas, as at the Ring Bras.' mine in Ireland, wvhere the
serpentine appears ta be regu larly stratified almost in
the manner of sandstane or quartzite in layers dipping ta, the, north-
wvest, and the veins of asbestus appmrently follo'v what, in sedimninta y
rocks, %vould be regarded as the bedding planes, lu several otlxcr

places the veins, few in nunîher, eut the rock in t an ost horizontaîl

position, axîd wlvhcn found iii a knail can be traceil across froin one side
of the hli to the otixer nearly on the sanie plane, but as a rule the vein.îs
are irregularly placed. In size th)ey range froni inere threads up ta a
thickness of five or six inches, thougli the inoit af the worka bic veixîs iii

thc p)rincipal mines do not, or but rarcly, exceed two and a haif incles iii

width. or length) of fibrê, an~l sucli veins, whiere the asbestus is of good
quality sud unbroken by partings of iran, are regrArded as extra No. 1

niaterial. lucre aré, howvever, geîîerally mare sinali veins of anc inclh
or iess than of the larger size. Serpentines associated witli tale or- wiîl

soalptone, wliere the latter is in quantity, rarely appear ta carry veins
ot al.9i(ýtus ta any extent, and Snell 5L?atitic rock is ixot lislally coni-
siderted good miinin- -ircund. TIce Dirotughtoni mine înay possibly l'e

cited as an exception ta this pr1iîicilàIe, since at this rlace a, v ili
of Iar,,c size of veiy fine fibie wvas fund lying betwc'ni serpentine and
soapstone %walls. As tic soxîpstone becanie more abîmudant, Iîawcver,
the size af the vein rapidly becatiie lcss andi finally sîîlit up iat sinal
strinos and becaîne, useless, and it is a, fact worthy ai note that arc the

gran id profitale mines iu Thietford and at Blck Lake soapstoae is
absent f roi the rock miass.

As for tîxe origrin af these veins ln tic serpentine several theories
have been advaîiced. lit composition the vti i matter is, as already
Taentione(I, appareuîtly the sanie as the cantaining rock, and thec hryso-
tule is simply a fibrous serpentine. Sarne have suîiposed thc veins
ta be formed whien the mass of the rock wvas in a pasty sftte, and
exposcd ta sundiy strains or twistings which. produced the fibrous
nature of certain portions. That the rocks have been exposed ta.
such violent action is very evident from their present fau!ted chai-acter.


