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13. The *Yrwdure of the thà"a pLtes-The extesr surface of
the thtcal plates of Couarocystites puuctams is deeply concave. The
interior surface, however, appears more or less stellately cornez The
conve appearance is due, in part, to the siopes of thi suture planes,

camergngtoward the center of the theca, and, in part, to the thinning
of the plates toward the angles of their polygonal oetlines. The

stfate character is due to gr oovs separating the different sets of
cm-qoetereom plates, descrbed later in this paragraph. These grooves

narrow toward. the angles, tiaus incrieasing the stellateaparce
la cross-sections which are vertical to the surface of the thecl

plates and petpenicular to the middle parts of the sutures between the
plates, the inner surface of the plates pr<sents an almst straight out-
line between the center of ont plate and the center of the neit, ce there
is a nioderate cutward. bending of this outline at the suture. llowever,
toward the angles where three plates mmet, the inner surace of the
plates curves so stroeigly autward as to produce the appearance of
deep triangular pits at these points of juntction. Owing to the deep
coecavity of the exterior surface of the plates, tht thickness of thes
plates varies froen five-tenths to six-tenths cf a millinxeter ai the
center to nerly tm millimtes alcag the middle of the suture limm
Toward the angles, however, where tareS plates meet, and where the
inner surface of the plates curme strongly outward, so as to approach
thu outer surface, the thickness of tht plates frequetly is reduced to
aboust a quarter cf a unilieWe. Viewed froni tht interie cf the theca,
with the plates mifl connecte&, tht deep triangular pits eoresim
betwema the ends of the stellate rays c--aracterizing tht idvua]
plates, foem the rmae strikin featurs.


