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Tho controversy of these two factions at last reaclîed stach a pitchi
that a now L;ohool gradtially arose, which, professed the uitnîost indiffer-
ence to tho viows of both parties îrnd deterinied to devote its laborm to
observation, ignoring theories ent;.-ly unless stupported :nost strongly by
facts obtained in the field, and to tlîis end tho rescarches of the miembers
of the Geological Society of London, establislied in 1807, were Iargely
devoted, and at lcngth became instruimental in rescuing the science
from the dangerous position into whicli it liad been bronglit, Iargcely by
visîonary enthusiasts, hoth in scienco and theology. Since the formation
of this society, whichi forais one of the nîost important epooehs in connec-
tion with the progress of the science, the study of geology lias proceeded
without dite regard to tho dictates of reason. The assistance of kindred
sciences bias been evoked, and «%vhile of necessity nîany changes hiavo
occuirred in the interpretation of the several problems, these changes
have been miade after careftul consideration of ail the facts relating
tiiereto, tili nowv geology stands on th)e l)1otd pedestal as one of the
most useful and important of tSe sciences.

The generally accepted theory as to the earliest stages of the eartlî's,
history is that now known as the IlNebultir ilypotliesis." By this it is
assunied that nob only the eartli buit ail the planets, together withi the
suni, and in fact ail the celestial bodies, irst exisited as a gexseous mass.
This in ils revolition around a central axis froni time to time threw off
huge rings %vlichl, partaking, of the motion of the original miss, gradually
fornied by condensation the pi)aetary and stellar bodies, the remain-
ing nucleus of our systemn stili rexnaining as its sun and centre. Thie
process of condensation and cooling proceeded gradtnall3' tillin tirne thie
first crust of the earth. was fornied, and becanie covered with water,
gradiially aise the first land rose froi beaeath the wave and froin this
point the beginaing of the Geological record must be assurned. Whiie
therefore the discuission of tijis theory wotild be of great interest
as wvel1 as of the views regar-ditag the condition of the earth's iinterior
-%ve mnust be content -%vith this brief notice and consider the divisions
of geolog,,y proper and miore particnilariy in refereace to that branch of it
known as historical or stratigraphical geology.

For purposes of convenience it has been folind desirable to divide
the portion of geological time wvhich e]apsed since the formation of the


