
24 Tia OTwA NAiuIALL5T. [April

THE EVENING GROSBEAK.

(Coettàta wspe*rma)

By C. J. YOUN..

The. readers of Taux OTAwA NAUrAuSTu who are iaterestedl
to, amy exteot in our birds, wifl lear. with iaterest that a migra-
tion of evefsng grosbeaks bas occurred this winter in Ontario.
This bird always creates an amocuat of interest, partly by reason
of is rarity anud beautiful plumage. and partly because is summer
home and breeding habts are still but imperfectly known.

It visite Ontario at long matervals; this year t has been seen
lin paire and small dio s li the. aekub@nii@od of Kingston, Ont.,-
even wlthin the. citv limits. A beautiful muai. was procured by
Mr. EL Beaupré on Feb. 23rd, whicii I saw ini the. desii shortly
after it was shot. A pair was secured out of a dock at Cataraqui
du neng the. srne week, and birds b.d beem observedl at Wiliams-
ville during january. In aci case tbey were feediog on tiie aeeds
of the. Manitoba maple (Nq'wud oe#mWd.), a tue. that only of
late year bau assumed sufficient proportions in Ontario to bear
fruit.. It will be interesting to, Immr whetiier this bird bas be..
observed .laewbere in Ontario during tiie present winter.

Tii. evening grosbeak us a rare bird everywhere, tbougb of
more frequent occurrence in the. west tban in tiie east I was
dirst descrubed by Mr. William Cooper, of New York. front a

semenu obtained by Mr. Schoolcuaft near Sault Ste. Marie inu
Api, a 8à3. The. next specmen recorded was obtaiaed in the

month of August in the. saine year by Majr DeIaB.Ied, north-west
from Lake Supeuîor. Fromt tbat time, to the. preseat the bitd lia,
been uccasiooally recorded in Canada, but as far as 1 know there
is tn record of the. discoveuy of the. nest except fromu the. United
States.

Acccrding to, the. lai. Ufr. Mfcllwraitii, of Hamiltonu, Ont, the.
Birut repSo t l appearanice ln tiie settl.d parts of Ontario w«s ini
the. yeau s866, wben in the. mmiii of May two we obtained by
the. late Dr. T. J. Coule at Woodstoc. Tii. next record was la
1(07t. when they were 'obereud in the. sping near Londo., Ont.


