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Communications,

-

RULES T9 BE 0BSERVED
By dApplicants to the Regulur Baptist
Missionary Sociely of Canadu for Aid,

1. Ministers npplymg to the Society for ald to
enable them to supply destitute chivrchies, muist th
their applications inform the Boand ;—

1st. Whether they are married or single, |

2ud, Stte the number of their family depeatent

on them for supports

3id, What salary lhcy will require to ststain

them, while giving themselves entirely to
the work of the ministry,

4th, What proportion of the requisite amotint

can be raised on the fleld in which they ine
tond to labour,

Sth, What will be the Jowest sum that will ses

cure their services to the Society.

11, Indiwviduals applying for aid, must forward |
with their applications, a resolution of the churchy

or churches which they intend supplying, concure
ring in the application.

1I1. Churches applying, must state the number
of their c:nmunicants, and theamount which they
can raise amongst themselves, towards a missions
ary’s salary.

1V. General remarks from applicants on the
destitution of the ficld, will be serviccalle to the
Bondo .

V. Missionaries'emplcyed by the Society will
be expected o report quaterly to the Board,

V1, All applications and reports must be ad-
drezsed to the Corresponding Secretary, at least
one week beiore a quarterly meeting of the
Board. .

By order of the Board,
JAMES PYPER,
Corresponding Secrelary.

To the Editor of the Christian Observer,

Tonox:o, February 24, 1852,

Dear Broruer,~I have reccived the encloscd
letter from Brother Fyfe. It was not intended by
the writer for publication ; but as it contains so
much information and so many valuable suggestions
suited to our denomination in our present circum-
stances, I trust you will find a place for it m the

next issue of the Msereer.

) I am, Dear Sir, Yours, &e.,
A. T. McCORD,

WagrgeN, R. L, December, 1851,
A. T. McCorp, Esq.-

My Dear Brorsier,—I was glad to learn,
from a recent number of the Obserger, that a Regu-
Jar Baptist Missionary Socicty has been formed in
Canmada I havelong been satisfied that nothing
but 2 Canadian Society can cffectively camy on
the work of ministerial education and of domestic
missions in the Province, None but Canadians or

ﬂxmc who have lived in the country some time
whth their eves open, can wderstand the wants of

“the peaple. The pecudiaraflliction ol the Baptists in

Cunada, hna been foreign interterenceand influence
-=at onc end, too Fuglish-=at the other, too Ame-
ricas Bociety in Cunada is neither like that of
Liugland, nor that of Amcerica ¢ and it is abstird to
insist upen conforming it in every respect to either §
as it would be, upon making Corinthizn mctal,
pine silver or pare brass,

‘The Baptists of Canada ought to be the sole
Judgesin regard to the proper location for their
Educational Institutions: and i regard to the
bacis r platformy on which the energy ond the
lll(\,“lg\.h\& of the denomination can be made to
cooperule in missionary work, T am gld to see
that yout have taken both these ywints into your
own hapd,  Let your preset platformn receive x
liberal interpretations  Let it be carried out fairly,
fitmly, and kindly ; andthere is yet hope for the
Baptists in Canada. 3t will yequire patience and
pereévercing hadness to secure the cooperation of
those whose onigin, views and sympathies are so
varied,  But Xam pcrsﬁaded it can be sechired on
a liberal busiy, ¢ Be of good courage and do it
‘There is too much intelligence and psety among
the budy of the denomination to be long 1nfluenced
by the aits of the demagogue, cspecially whed
practised by men who have themsclves hoaxed the
compass on the chief points in debates My old
friend and fellow student of the Recorder, is the last
man who would obtrude his advice where it is not
wanted, or who would continue tofight the battles
of faction. And he is *00 s'rewd a man not to find
out jn a short time the heigt.t, depth, and breadth,
of those who are at present hus ¢ Canadian Cortcs~
poudents.”

It is high time the Baptists should leam to tely
fully upon their own Church polity. And the
brethren in Canada, if fairly dealt with at home
and abroad, will soon "earn that cooperation with
any society for a given end does not imply church
fellowship, nor the approbation of all the sentiments
which may be held by the various members of that
socicty. The venerabie Dr. Cone, who hasalways
been the strictest of the strict—a regular of the
Regular Baptists—who las written and preached
long and ably in defence of his practice, actually
now cooperates with bona-fide Campbellites, for
the purpose of securing a new translation of the
Euglish Bible. e does not agree with them on
all points, he does not commune with them : but
he cooperates vigorously with them to sccure the
object on which they are agreed. No man living
understands Letter than Dr. Cone, what Society
connections ‘nvolve. He -knows well that cach
Baptist Church is an independent body, which no
society nor association ¢an meddle with. It has
not only theright, vut it is bound to guard its own
communion, making it just what the New Testa~
ment requires.  And this obligation is ncither in-
creased nor diminished by the breadth or the nar-
rowness of the platform on which any general so-
cicty or association may bebased,  Still cach pare
ticular church is responsible for the purity of its
own communion and for thatonly, Thisis the first

should be familiar with these first pinciples § for
there is no country where cooperation is mord
essential 1o suecess—=und 19 couutty wheregreater
forbearatice is required in order to sccwre ite A
missionary socicty is bot u chtuch, nor a synod of
churchess It is a company of individoals who arg
agreed to cooperate for ene object, and it may by
fof no more.

Buict commuinion hus been enrriedon in Canada
beyoml anything that is knownhere. know there
is not a church reported on the minutes of the
Hamilton Convention, fexcept it iy be Peters
boro, and I know not but that js practicully
strict,) which is not na etrict so far as receiving
unbaptized commtmicants as the churches in New
Engluuds  Some of the strongest churches in thiy
country have for many years communed with the
baptized members of pedo-buptist churches

‘I'hie cotrespondents of Dr. Williatns and Brother
Lathrop, und also those of the New York Recorder'
have practised, (it may be unconsciowsly to them=
selves,) & mystification on these esteemed buthr‘cm_
s to the open communivnism of the Camaditin
churches, The wonls should have been defined |
by the secusers of the Canadian brettcens  Fox
the sake of stating my meaning in few words, I
shall give adefinitecases Thcﬁmt Baptist church
in Providence, the oldest in America, las always
sifice the days of Roger Williams, communed with
baptised bellevers, restricting the ordinance only
thus far, None nced be told of the ability and ina
telligence of thid church. The faculty of Brown
University have been members of it successively
for threeaguarters of a century. Now some Canas
dians would call this chr~ ° ¢ open communion,”
but it has never occurred to the brethren on thu
sideto do so.

I mention the above things simply as facts, Not
if less strictnese is insisted upon in this country
where it is much easier to be rigid than it is
among such a diversified population as that of Cas
nada, we cannot fuil to sce that the rule attempted
to be enforced by some in the westem section of
the Province, must scatter the Baptist forccs. 1
am persuaded that the nartow interpretation’ gwc
by many to the word  regular,” and the harsh spie
rit in which unhappily somectimes their mtcrpre-
tation has Leen enforced, have made more irregu-
Iar Baptists, than all the open communion preachers
and semi-Campbellite teachers put together.
Whatever is overdone will produce a rmctxon.

When the first principle of Bnptxst Church
polity is fully guaranteed, viz., that cach church
is the cxclusive guardian of its own discipline
and ordinances, surely no church can fear
contamination by eiding an_object of which it
heartily approves. If the socicly that asks the as-
sistance of a church, should directly or indirectly
claim any power orer ils affairs, it should say No,
in tones of thunder. Bub this can ncver be the
case in a socicly of individuals and not of churches.

Surely all the Baptists in the Province most
be agreed in the impartant work of sending e

gospel to their destitute fellow countr}mcn. 0,
were the whole denomination in Canuda to unite,

principle of independency, asitis the first principle{ shoulder to shoulder, in this, leaving all xhose

oflitaity. Canada,of all placesunder the hravens, ! points which no society has the nvm or ‘hepowcr



