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exdas Indianz, now began to spread far and
wide,

A new patron appeared about this time,
in the Hon. Robert Bozle, between whomn
and Eliot & warm fricndship soon subsisted ;
he gave considerable sums tc the advance.
ment of the eanse. A yet more illustrious
friend now shewed himself—(romwell, at
this time in he plemtude of his power. It
i3 not easy to say which is the more singu-
lar, that the Protwector in Whitehall, amidst
the cares and joys of successtul nmbition,
shou!d trouble himsclf ahout the spiritual
progress and condition of the puor Indinns;
or x%w.c Eliot, from amidst his forests and
plains, or, it may be, in cne of his newly
raised towns, should address the usurper in
a style of excellent sinplicity and heaven-
liness, as if he was writing to a saiutly man.
No doubt, so far removed from the scene of
action, and carving httle for politics, the mis-
sionary knew little of the merits of the cause
athot.e, but believed the savoury words of
the usurper to come from his heart. But
Cromwell’s conscience must have been won-
derfully calm, or. perhaps, it is a splendiil
instance of the delusions in which the heart
can shroud itself, that he should write to the
man of God with earnest concern and affee-
tion for the perishing heathen, while the
blood of his king was scarcely washed from
his hand.*  This is one of Eliot's letters—

* To his Excellency, the Lord General Crom-
well.  Grac:, mercy, and peace.

“ Envy iself cannot deny that the Lord
hath raised and improved you in an eminent
manner. I know your soul longeth to hear
tidings of God’s grace poured out qun these
goings-down of the sun. e hath kept your
honour unstained, and also caused the lus-
‘re of those precious graces of humiluy.
faith, love of truth, and love to the saints,
to shine forth beyond all exceprion of those
that are adversaries 1o your proceedings.—
Now, the design of God in these days is
double : first, to raise up his own kingdam,
in the room of the earthiy powers which He
doth cast down; secondly, to make the
world snhject to be ruled in all things by
the word of His month. And as He hath
raised you to accomplish (so faras the wark
hath procecded) these designs, so T hope he
will yet further improve you, to set upon
their full accomplishnient. to promote serin-
ture government and Laws, so that the word

* Carlyle has finrnichied the world witha
different =tandard of judgment respecting
Ceamwell’z chiaracter from thit of our au-
thor.  Which is the correct standard there
will, we presume, be litde difference of opi-
nion.  Saye the great Milton: ** As Jong
as you, (romwd!i are preserved to ns, he
wants reiiance on the arovidenceof God who
{oavs for the prasperny of the English nati-
pu.”

of Christ might rule all*: and for the scr-
vices you have nlready rendered His name,
1 doubt not that it will be some comfort to
vour heart to see the kingdom of teuth ris-
ing up in these western pats of the world.
Let it be some encouragement to you, that
that blessed kingdom shall fill all the earth.
Such considerations, together with the fa-
vourable regard and kindness you haveshew-
¢d to poor Now England, urge me to pre.
sent into vour hand these confessions of that
merey which the Lord hath bestowed upon
these natives, begging earnestly the contine
uance of your prayers for the further pro-
ceeding of this gracions work.  And sv,
committing your honour to the Lord, and
all your weighty affuirs to Iis heavenly di-
rection, I rest,

* Yours, to scrve you in the service cf
Christ, “Jonx Eviot."

There is small opportunity of knowing
what eftect Eliot’s correspondence had on
the Protector’s mind; but it is in vain we
firure to ourselves the stern, bold, and am.
bitious firee of Cromwell, humbly lfted to
heaven on the Indian’s behalf, without a
smile. It is well known that, before the
breaking out of the civil war, he had serious
thoughts of selling his lands, and going to
the wilds of America, there to enjoy, in full
perfection, his religious privileges. Perhaps
the memory of these early and better feel-
ings came back powerfully on the throne.
There might be moments, even in his Pro-
teus mind, when he would have desired to
exchange with Eliot, and pictured that apos-
tle in the midss of his devoted Indians, and
wished to be like him.

Two or three towns were now raised in
places were only the beasts of chase, and
men yet wilder, were used to dwell. Itwas
by no means his design, that the Indiaus,
while he led them from their unsettled and
wandeting way of lite, should relinquish
their manly and martial usages of huanting,
fishing, or even arts of war: he well knew,
that if indolence and effemuinacy crept upon
them, they wonld be exposed defencelessto
the inroads of the more tierce and distant
tribes. Thus, while every town had a de-
pot for furs. skins, &e.. it was also surround-
ed by a palisado fort, well built, aud of
great extent.  In truth, whether we regard
this maun as hailding bridges over floods,
habitations of peace and comfort within
walls for his people, or strong defences
without ; preaching and praying in the for-
ests, or in the chapels that he had reared ;
and then toiling night and day to translate
works of prety into the rugged Iudian
tongue~he alike farces our admiration of
the encrgy and versetility of his miail. ‘The
plan he pursued, of making religious
thoughts and images, as well ag expressions,

_ * Eliot formed somewhat of a proper cs-
timare of the magistrate’s office and duty.



