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SKETCH OF ENGLISH LITERATURE.

PERIOD 28vp.—FROM THE ELIZABETHAN TO THE AUGUSTAN AGE.
Continuation of 2nd Period.

BY PROFESSOR LYALL.

Mirron is chiefly known by the two great poems ¢Paradise Lost
ad ¢ Paradise Regained:’ he is not so much known by those minor
Pleces « L’Allegro,” ¢Il Penseroso,” or even the Lycidas’ or the
K Omus,’ Tt is difficult to realize these productions as all by the
ﬁ{ne mind. It comes upon one with a sort of pleasing surprise, that
cputon, the author of ¢ Paradise Lost, could be also the author of
e llegro* and the ¢Comus.”’ The Poet of a sudden appears in a
thew point of view: the grand, the majestic, the severe, can be also
f u1~hght’ the playful, the exquisitely graceful, the luxuriantly fanci-
Swe. the writer of the greatest epics can be also the writer of the
of “test idyls in the language. The explanation is, that the one class
th, Poems was the production of the youth Milton; the other that of
e ® Same youth now the aged bard, h.aving hfalf a century of years and

his €rience moulding his mind, anfl m.ﬂuencl?g at once the choice of

i ;“b,]ect and his manner of treating it. M}lt_on, fre‘sh from the clas-
e \dunts of one of England’s classic universities—with his own Aca-

“Wic laurels green upon him-—with his glowing literary associations—
8 mind stored with the legends of romance and fairy-land, replete
e the‘illusious drawn from those ages of picturesque and cheval-
theq:;f hlstory which had just passed away——.that had fed itse.lf with
tiog Oughts of Spenser and of Shakspeare—Milton who felt the inspira-
ang tohf the muses so strongly himself: it was an easy thing for him,
Yay, de most natural in the world, to Progiuce such poems as we have

er:°° It was but the natural bias of his genius: these producu.ons
or g, s most_ spontaneous outflow. It was the luxuna:nce of the ivy,
shot, e ﬂ_owermg plant, round the stem qf the oal.(, which .had not yet
Poss Upinto all its robustness and gigantic proportions.. ]S.Illton’s mind
itr'e:ssed all the grace and the beauty of the one, while it had all the
the %.th and grandeur of the other. It luxuriated and sported like
It ﬁc Iging parasite before it appeared as the monarch of the trees,

"8t put out those forms of grace and loveliness before it stood erect
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