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A CNAMBERR0F INE).

1 opened My guest chatiber, and furnsliad
with came,

For 1 had news af a coring gtiast, af kingl Y
wlys and ar.

And tapestry Weil wrouglit and finaeivas mn its
walls displayed.

Then 1 sat nie dawan elI saîisied with the
chamber I1iiad nMade.

But days and weeks merged ta moîths, and
still there cime no guest,

A gloomvy sadness filled mv saul, and ever a
îild unrest.

I langed fom a glance ofithat royal eyt, a Word
ai wisdom rare-;

If ail the world sliould pass tue by, wtth thîs
grief 'twa'îld not compare."

The niglit ias rainy, dark and chilI upan
my îicket gate

A ligbt îap lellI 'tis ha, umv gi'est tias cotne
at last, tha' late:-

"Enter thou li. mast ielcome ana," but, alas
for kirigly grace I

His raiment was oId and sadly ivra. and alas
for bus care-wamn faca!

As 1 stoad in douhx, with gata in hand, sweat
thoughts iithianiae stirred,

L.îke aspan leaves befare a stari or chirp oi
nesting bird.

And saftly as a silver chme acrnss a susiîier
sea,

Camle, IlAs ye do ta tht least af these, ye do

Doubting no came, I dreîv iny guiest ta mvy
chanîhar garnished fai,

l'heu laid me down an iny peaceluil cot, lraed
(ram my weight ai came.

NO mare in linhelief 1 Walk, for the light ai
his face I sec-

And bis voice still sounds in iny listening car,
"rlhqau didst it unto me."

Sa I keep t swept and garnîshed, a chanîber
of peaca and rest,

Fer vztary, w'oamx and traubled souls. by fe.îrs
and doubts distessad.

This inner charaber o! pity .a help shait
evar ta them bc fret,

For aîways 1 hear the voîce af imv K'ing
IlThou ditist it unta me."

-Airs. C. Scotiffle, in-kra/d aii'rj>'l

iiiESh' Y7EPIA AISdlI L ERA A'7'

in the relîgiaus îvrld there has always ex.-
isted nîuch confusion of thaught and beliats.
Hence denomîinations, sects, and parties have
*stn ta dvdt the great catholic body, the
church. l'bis diversty comaes romn the im-
perfection oaI man's knowledga, his peculiar
mental characteristics, and the bias of associa-
tion and edUCatian. Uniortty ai belief, by
soute mast devoutl'1 wished fr and urged,
daes not seam ta bc attainable nom practîc.
able.

Idantity o! belief is flot consistent with tha
la'» of progresss. Tht Great Creator bas
showa ano tendancy ta presarva unfonity .n
His warks. Ail arouad us we observe infinte
variety and diversity. No two things are
idexiical i cvery feature and outline. Na\ý
twa leaves ai tht sanie trez, fna two flowers ai
the saine plant are just alike la every part.
Even the intumrable grains af sana on the
seashora, under the microscope prasen2t a Var-
itty io! autint, as great as the Mountains and
hi lisaround us.

If such diversity indîcates tht wîsdom ai
tila Divina Creatar, May we nat expect the
saine in mental characteristics, modes of
thought, and formnis af expression ?

A distinctiva prnciple of Pmsbyteriaaism
is the right cf the individuai ta thiak and
SPeal5 atar is Own Way. Wth the Bible as
bis guide, ha must olla'» the dictates af bis
ana conscience and reasart, and tht light with-
la hlm, as lie Must' answer ta God. That con-
viction ai parsonal responsibîhîty ta the Great
Judge over al, made hirm capable ai the high-
est endurance and self-dental, yea, aven a
inartyr's death. For thîsliîberty he was wil-.
ing ta sacîlflca caon, position and ail cartbiy
renard. Such was the spirit ai the Reformers.
tht Puritans o! Exigland, and tht Pilgrim,
Fathers o! Holland. Plymouth Rock, stands
to-day as the symbal of thîs Persanal rîght
«and liberty Divineiy accorded ta every Mai.

Whtxi the Christian cornts ita a larger
freedom ofithe ruth, bis heart extends a great-
cm charty taîvards brethren îWho may flot
agrea witbhlm. He loves the trut, but lie
loves bis brother mnore, and sYnîpathizes witb
hiti, even white theix xhoughts and convictions

nîay dîffer. The liberty %vhich lie clillis for
bimself, in ail justice and reasan, lie accords
ta bis brethren ofaother vîews and conclusions.

Tire îvell-equipped Presbyterian Chriztian'
has a clearly definad Crcad. He fiads great
help (rani it. But hae rests un the sztd ccd t
ai Bible truth. Tht standards af bis church
are ta bis mind the best expressiaon, sa fat as
hae knaws, ai the substance of Christian doc-
trine. But is final appeal is ta tht Bible.
Creeds are fallible and subject ta revistan, but r
the Bible is as unchangeable as the Author%
llimseif. But thus equippedi and settied n(
his convictions ai trtith, hae is qualified tmen ta (
embrace, lnaail due regard and charîty, bits
brethren wlîasa creed and modes of tbought
do îîot harmonisa wvith bis oana..t

Such tolerance, huwever, s not indiffer-
enca. It dats nat extend ta tire anemîîîs oi
evangelic al truth-ta tire caviller and the des-
troyer of truth and norality, noir ta the man j
wvha sacs in ail religions equai menit,
and theretore pranounces ail gond ta their1
place. Ta nana af these is there a dtaim (ori
such ýharity. But ta the tarnest, everent
seeker of trutb (roam the great saurceanad faim-
tain af truth-'the Word ai God, ta the great
evangelical body ai Christians, is aur plea fat
ail farbearance and charity tanards viens dii.
ferent lrom aur ann, and yet nat essentual ta
tha Christian systein.

It is ta the honar ai the church that on ail
the vital truths af Christianitv she stands a
unit. The Bible is the cammon platfarîn.
And naw, as neyer bafare, hier varions
branches are coming ta rerognise thîs unity
li ail the essentials lina anather. Tht acri-
many a! cantroversy bas passed away. Molre
emphasis is placed upon tht character of the
wark being donc in building up Christ's king-
domn and saving men. Thare is, lîkewîse, a
grawving spirit ai ca-aperatian ia Christian
work, unian services and united effoats are the
aider ai the day. The great armny îs ciosîag
ranks and keeping step. They tagether give
arigin ta the " Blended strati whxch issues the
perfect mîusic, which utters the perfect trutb."

la the Preshyterian (aid there is observed
a grawing tolerance toward iaquiry and criti-
cisin. Less than a score oi vears aga, Dormin.
ister la the church would dama question the
truth of any article of lber Creed. To-day the
niost canservativa challenge certain alieged
defects and shartconîings ai that Confession.

Mare liberty is given ta inquire and test
human formulas of dactrine by the teacliias
ai thp Bible. That means pmgîess, and s
the only truc attitude ai mmnd ta rece ive great
cm tuth. Nom cao :hisispirit af inquiry ha
arested by any vice or decree of a church
court. Ta tht devant inquirer, seeking the
truth inlolve, and with raverence for the ser-
vices af it, we may safely trust the issues.

L'pan privata rncî.ibems the Prcsbyterian
systeni lays no fommulated Creed. Ha is riat
supposad ta know or understand su coadensed
a system ai doctrine as aur Confession af
Faixh. Ha is anly asked ta receive such
truths as are regarded by the Evangelical
Cburch as essantial ta Christian expeience
and Christian living.

This trend towards a broader charity is
denîonstrated la aur chumch, in lier large un-
danominational spirit la certain fines of Chris-
tian warl,. Denomiaatioalisnu is necessary
for argaoization, c-aptratian and efllciency
in the work. But the Preshytemiari Church
bas always lent a wvilling bianl support .af
the undenominational entamprise of tha Amier-
ican Bible Society, the Tract Society, and
Sunday Schoi Union. Thraugtî thesa and
other channals, large strearns a! benevalence
have flowcd, shawing devotian ta tht geat
common cause ai building op the kingdam aof
aur conîmon Lord. The spirit ai comity and
Christian union bas alwaYs reccived the bearty
support of the Presbyterian Church. She
pleads for Christian union and co-aperatian in
the great caminon cause -she asks a hait in
the unseanily rivalmy of churches that crowd
la upon anc anather, ln the naw and sparse
districts af aur country, ta their iaïury, if not
ta their destruction.

Sa the spirit af Christian union ana feliow-
ship is working aux itsclf in ibis closer caming
together ai brethmen of diffament branches af
Christ's Church. la this growing unity the
Savioum's prayer is beng answered. Ail hail
the day ai its fulfilment I -Plldtlha Pres-
tiyieriiII

THE CONDUCT 0OF PUBLIC WOR. i
srni>.

1 venture ta throw aut sanie hints ta min-
isters, especially yaung ministers, with regard
ta the mode of conduct ing public wnrship.
My points may bc called trivial, and in a sense
thev are. But 1 have naîiced that the beautv
and dignity ai the service are ai.en marned
by a %want of d ie atttntion ta them. WVc have 5
made real pragress in recent years in aur
whale cancep ion of what the "service " is as
distinct (rouît ha Il preaching," but nathing
cai bc unmpartant which tends ta yet greater
progress aven in sriall niatters.

i. 1 have abserved, though nat aiten, that
the usual formîula, IlL!t us begin the p iblic
worshîp of Gad hy singing ta His praise
and glory," is anîitted, the first psalui being
given out like any other. This is decideiy a
retragrade step.

2. It seems unnecessary each turne a psaln,
paraphrase, or hymn is given aut (except the
fitst, as aboya) ta prdftcé it with the wards,
IlLet us sing,' etc., or IlLet us again sing,"
etc. linangh ta give the numbers.

3. The reading af the whale passage ta
bc sung, be it psaim, paraphrase, ar hynîn,
is irritating in the extrema. Happily, this
practice, probably introduced when few corn-
paratively could read, has generally been
abandaned, but it stili survives lnsoine quar-
ters.

4. Certain stereatyped phrases are stîi used
quite neediessly in giving out the tet-" Yau
will flnd the wvords fram whîch I propose,"~
etc , or " The subject of the followng re-
marks," etc. l'ar better refer at once ta, the
passage withaut any ircumnlacution.

5. The Anglican Il Here endeth the irst
lessan," accasionally heard from aour pulpits
or lecterns, is a childish innavatian. What
mare apprapriate wards cauid becanceived
than" The Lard bless ta us the reading af
His Haoly Word, and ta His Name bc tha
glory and tht praise. Amien '-aaly thay
shauld be repeated mare salemnly and dis-
tinctiy than is camnian. They are aiten

"muttered Il i a way which is unbecaming.
6. \Vhen iili ministers learn ta repeat

the Apostolic Benedictian cariectly? In aine
cases ant af tan it is mangied by changes and

additions which are aften mio;t extraardinary.
Rarely, indeed, daes ane hear it given with
absolute correctnesS.

7. The Lard's Prayer is taa aixen intra-
duced at the end ai a long prayer. Is it mot
preferable that it shouid stand alane li its
divine siîîplicity and majestyi

A CHURCIAN.

SLANG, SACRED AND) SECULAR.

It is generally secular, very secular. The
aniy appraach it ever makes ta sacredness is
when it staiks inta the pulpit and perpeterates
iiseif upon autraged but deicnceless wor-
shippers ; and then it is anly the pulpit that
is sacre-the slang is stili a sinner ; nar is
he wha persists la thus usiag it likely ta be
a very great saint. Without trying ta se.
verelv cliaracterize the pulpit use af street-
camner slang, it mîay bc remarked that we
bave na divine example for it, and that a
passage ofi such slang as sametimes dese.
craies the pulpits ai aur day wauld have
ruinad the Serman an the Mount, and para-
lyzed the powver ai the Decalagua. one
sentence ai dirty slang wauld have takan al
the heraîsm aut ai Paul's boid self-defcnce,
att thr- sweetness aux af David's sangs, al
the potry out ai Isaiah's prophecies, and al
the sacredacss aut ai the whole stary af the
cross. But there is na slang there, and there
aught tt, hc nanc when men camne tapreach
about these things.

But there is no better reasan for slang aut
ai the pulpît than in it, and there is mat the
suspiciaon ai an axcuse for it tither aut ar
in. It 15 tiat strang laxiguage, it is neither
polîte nar elegant, and ohaen it is mat cdean.
It is a base siander upan aur blessed rathar
tangue, the mast vigaraus anid powerfai ]an.
guage an eatth, ta cxcuse the use of slang,
as ana natad preacher ai the day doas, by
claimiog that it is straxiger than pure En.
glish. Any aduit American, wha is mot a
mute, can i fnd suitable cloting in the Ený
glish language far the baalthiest, niast robust

idea ho is able ta bring inta being.
slang, like gaudy garmnts, is alway
evidence af bad triste, il nat aisa ai
habits. Well-dressed ideas, like t
dressed people, are always given respl.
caniideratian. The nablest thaugbt, 11k
xiablest man, is iikely ta ba daspised if ci.
filtb.

The best thing a inait can da with
slang habit is ta quit it. Let hini tvatch
language and cleanse it. A ivard w
cannat be praperly used iaywher., augi
be used nawvliere But wha woxld thin
using corman slang at a fanerai i V
son bending aboya bis dying niather w
express bis griefinl the slang bie sa lavi
scattars ln the street ? Wbai young wa
standing at the aitar ai wedlack, wauld
spond ta the afficiating ninister's salemr
quiries with any ana of the popular afir
tive slang phrases? Imagine a dyiag j
spending his last brcatb in uttering any
af the Ianv expressians which in the verna
lar ai slang mean death ? Horrible? 1
sibly, but if it is harrible ta use such
guage li thest situatians thare is samath
radically wrong with the language ; th
fare, let us not use it.

PERSONVAL WORK.

On a cold winter eveaing 1 made my 9
cali an a rich marchant la New York. Al
lat bis door, and the piemcing gaie swept i
said, " What an awIul night fr the poar V'

Ha went back, and bringing ta me a ral
bank-blils bc said -" lease da nie a &
Hand these bis ta the poorest peaple t
yau knaw.*'

Alter a few days 1 wrate ta hlm the grate
thauks af the pour whi'am is bounty had
lieved, and added- " Haw is it thit a nman
kind ia bis fellaw.croatures bas always be
sa unkind ta, hisSaviaur as ta refuse Hini 1
heart ?"

The sentence tauched himîa the came. 1
sent for me ta came and talk witlî hlm, ai
speadily gave himself ta, Christ. la has bai
a xîîost uset Christian ever since. But 1
told me I ivas the llrst persan wha had talit
ta hlm about bis soul in nearly twaaty year
Oae haur af pastoral work did mare for th.
maxi than the pulpit effort ai a tilt time.-D
T. L. Cuyler.

THE BOOK 0F PRO VERBS.

Was witten in paetry, and cantains abat
1,00a af the 3 ,000 provembs ai Salamon. »rb
whale boak abounds li allusians, naw founý
for the flrst time and precisely applicable, t(
the age of Salaman; ta gald and silver and pre
ciaus staxes ; ta the duties and pawers a.
kings ; ta cammerce. The Book af Proverbi
is xiaw an a level wittt the Praphets and Psatmtx
it appraachcs human things and things divint
frant quite another side. It is the pbilasaphj
ai practical lifa. h la the sign ta us that th,.
Bible dues nat despise commun sense and %-
cretian. It impresses upan us la the mos!!
farcibie nianner the value afiintelligence, pru.,
dence af a gond educatian. Aboya ail, it i1
sists over and aver again upan the dactiicx'
that gaodness is wsdnm, aad that wckedntid
and vice are fally.-DL'ar Stanley.

A 1PASSAGE «IN TUF, BIBLE EX-
PLAINE!).

The Arabie name af the Star ai ]3ethleir
signifies 1davc's dung" ((or whzch th e ger,ý
cric naine Ornitiiogaluin, bird>s milk,11 is 1!
Greak cuphemisin), and was given apparentil
becausa a! the strcets of white blossams wt
which it cao'ers the bilîsides af Palestine. 1:
mnust have accurred ta, many peaple, whiix
reading of a cab af dave's dung hig satd fui
a shekel during the siege of Jericha, that cee
la the last stages af starvatian that was an ei
arbitant price ta pay for a substance as devo4:
a! nutritious or palatable praperties as sawr
dust. Hawbeit, the reference is reatty to t
edible roats ai thaeOriUlogalum.; the caî4
traxislators were avcr-literal li thair rendering
and, strange ta sai, tht auth ors o! the Revis«~
Editian have exidorsad the blunder.

Oh1, aniy tiiosa whosc sauls have foit tiut
oila idaiatry cati tell hawv preciaus la tha sligla:
CsLi thing affectioni giv es and liîal1ava.-L. ELandan.
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