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Pastor ano llbecaplet

A CHAMBER OF HELP.

I opened my guest chamber, and furnished
with care,

Far [ had news of a coming guest, of kingly
ways and rare. .

And tapestry well wrought and fine was on its
walls displayed.

Then I sat me down well satisfied with the
chamber 1 had made.

But days and weeks merged into months, and
still there came no guest,

A ploomy sadness filled my soul, and ever a
wild unrest.

I longed for a glance of that royal eye, a wotd
of wisdom rare;

*+ 1t all the world should pass me by, with this
grief "twonld not compare.”

‘T'he night was rainy, dark and chil ; upon
my wicket gate

A light tap fell ; 'tis he, my gueest has comne
at last, tho' late:

« Eater thou in, most welcome one,” but, alas
for kingly grace !

His raiment was old and sadly worn, and alas
for his care-worn face !

As 1 stood in doubt, with gate i hand, sweet
thoughts within me stirred, )

Like aspen leaves before a storm or chirp of
pestling bird.

And softly as a silver chime across a summer

sea

Came, “As ye do to the least of these, ye do
it unto me.”

Doubting no care, I drew my guest to my
chamber garnished fair,

“I'hen laid me down on my peaceful cot, freed
from my weight of care. ‘

No more in unbelief 1 walk, for the light of
his face 1 see. .

And his voice still sounds in my listening ear,
“ Thou didst it unto me.”

So 1 keep 1t swept and garmished, a chamber
of peace and rest,

For weary, worn and troubled souls, by fears
and doubts distressed.

This inner chamber of pity and help shall
ever to them be free, R

For always I hear the voice of my Kiwng :
“ Thou didst it unto me.”

——Mys. C. Scoville,in Herald and Presoyter.

PRESBYTERIANISM TOLERANT.
BY RRV, 8. M. GLENN,

Io the religious world there has always ex-
isted much confusion of thought and beliets.,
Hence denominations, sects, and parties have
risen 1o divide the great catholic body, the
church. This dwersity comes from the im.
perfection of man’s knowledge, his peculiar
mental characteristics, and the bias of associa-
von apd education. Uniformuty of belief, by
some mast devautly wished for and urged,
does pot seem to be attainable nor practic-
able.

1dentity of belief is ot consistent with the
law of progresss. The Great Creator has
shown na tendency to preserve unformity :n
His works. All around us we observe infinite
variety and diversity. No two things are
identical in every feature and outline. No
two leaves aof the same tree, no two flowers of
the same plant are just alike in cvery part.
Even the innumerable grains ot sand on the
seashore, under the microscope present a var-
iety of outline, as great as the mountains and
hills around us.

1f such diversity indicates the wisdom of
the Duvine Creator, mzy we not expect the
same in memal characteristics, modes of
thought, and forms of expression ?

A distinctive principie of Presbyterianism
is the right cf the individual to think and
speak after his own way. With the Bible as
his guide, he must follow the dictates of his
own conscience and reason, and the light with-
in him, as he must answer to God. That con-
viction of personal responsibihity to the Great
Judge over all, made hum capable of the high-
est endurance aond self-densal, yea, even a
martyr’s death. For this hberty he was will-
ing to sacsifice comfort, position and all earthly
reward. Such was the spirit of the Reformers,
the Puritans of England, and the Pilgrim
Fathers of Holland., Plymouth Rock stands
to-day as the symbol of this personal right
aand liberty Divinely accorded to every man.

When the Christian comes into a larger
freedom of the truth, bis beart extends a great-
er charity towards brethren who may not
agree with him. He loves the truth, but he
loves his brother more, and sympathizes with
him, even while their thoughts and convictions
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may differ. The liberty which he claims for
himself, in all justice and reason, he accords
to his brethren of other views and conclusions.

The well-equipped Presbyteriun Christian
has a clearly defined Creed. He finds great
help from it. But he rests on the sald cord
of Bible truth. The standards of his church
are to his mind the best expression, so far as
he kaows, of the substance of Christian doc-
trine. But his final appeal1s to the Bible.
Creeds are fallible and subject to reviston, but
the Bible is as unchaogeable as the Author
Himself. But thus equipped and settled 1n
his convictions of truth, heis quahfied then to
embrace, in all due regard and chanty, bis
brethren whose creed and modes of thought
do not harmonise with his owa. .

Such tolerance, however, 1s not ndiffer-
ence. It does not extend to the enennes of
evangelical truth—to the caviller and the des-
troyer of truth and morality, nor to the man
who sees in all religions equal merit,
and therefors pronounces all gooa n thewr
place. To none of these is there a claum {or
such (hanty. But to the earnest, reverent
seeker of truth from the great source and foun-
tain of truth—the Word of God, to the great
evangehcal body of Christians, 1s our plea for
all forbearance and charity towards views dif-
ferent from our own, and yet not essential to
the Christian system.

It is to the honor of the church that on all
the vital truths of Christianity she standsa
umt. The Bible is the common platforin.
And now, as never before, her various
branches are coming to recognise this unity
in all the esseatials in one another. Theacn-
mony of controversy has passed away. More
emphasis is placed upon the character of the
work being done in building up Chnst's king-
dom and saving men. There 15, bkewse, a
growing spirit of co-operation 1 Chustian
work, union services and united efforts are the
order of the day. The great army 1s closing
ranks and keeping step, They together give
origin to the ** Blended stram which issues the
petfect music, which utters the perfect truth.”

In the Presbyterian fold there is observed
a growing tolecance toward inquiry and criti-
cism. Less than a score of years ago, no min-
ister in the church would dare question the
truth of any article of her Creed. To-day the
most conservative challenge certain alleged
defects and shortcomiungs of that Confession,

More liberty is given to inquire and test
human formulas of doctrine by the teachings
of the Bible. That means progiess, and s
the only true attitude of mind to receive great
er truth., Nor can thisispirit of inquiry be
arcrested by any voice or decree of a church
court. To the devout inquirer, seeking the
truth in love, and with reverence for the ser-
vices of it, we may safely trust the issues.

Upon private metabers the Presbyterian
system lays no formulated Creed. He is not
supposed to know or understand sv condensed
a system of doctrinc as our Confession of
Faith. He is only asked to receive such
truths as are regarded by the Evangelical
Church as essential to Christian experience
and Christian living.

This trend towards a broader charity is
demonstrated in our church, in her large uo-
denominational spirit in certain hines of Chris-
tian work. Denominationalism is necessary
for organization, co-operation and efficiency
in the work. But the Presbyterian Church
has always lent a willing hand in support of
the undenominational enterprise of the Amer-
ican Bible Society, the Tract Society, and
Sunday School Union. Through these and
other channels, large streams of benevolence
have flowed, showing devotion to the great
common cause of building up the kingdom of
our common Lord. The spirit of comity and
Christian union hasalways received the hearty
support of the Presbyterian Church. She
pleads for Christian union and co-operation in
the great commnon cause —she asks a halt in
the unseemly rivalry of churches that crowd
in upon oae another, in the new aad sparse
districts of our country, to their injury, if not
to their destruction.

So the spirit of Christian union and fellow-
ship is working out itself in this closer coming
together of brethren of different branches of
Christ's Church, In this growing unity the
Saviour’s prayer is being answered. Al hail
the day of us fulfilment t—Philadelthiia Pres.
oytersan,

THE CONDUCT OF PUBLIC WOR-
SHIP.

I venture to throw out some hints to min-
isters, especially young ministers, with regard
to the mode of conducting public worship.
My points may be called trivial, and in a sense
they are. But I have noticed that the beauty
and dignity of the service are of.en marred
by a want of d1e attantion to them. We have
made real progress in recent years in our
whole concep 10n of what the *“service " is as
distinct from he * preaching,” but nothing
can be umimportant which teads to yet greater
nrogress even in small matters.

1. I have observed, though not often, that
the usual formula, * L2t us begin the padlic
worship of God by singing to His praise
and glory,” is omitted, the first psalm  beiog
given out like any other. This is decidely a
retrograde step.

2. It seems unnecessary each time a psalm,
paraphrase, or hymn is given out (except the
first, as above) to prefacé it with the words,
“ Let us sing,” etc., or *‘ Let us again sing,”
etc. Enough to give the numbers,

3. The reading of the whole passage to
be sung, be it psalm, paraphrase, or hymn,
is irritating in the extreme. Happily, this
practice, probably introduced when few com-
paratively could read, has geuerally been
abandoned, but it still survives in some quar-
ters.

4. Certain stereotyped phrases are still used
quite needlessly in giving out the ext—* You
will find the words from which 1 propose,”
etc, or *‘ The subject of the following re-
marks,” etc. @ar better refer ar once to the
passage without any circumlocution.

5. The Anglican ** Here endeth the first
lesson,” occasionally heard from our pulpits
or lecterns, is a childish inpovation. What
more appropriate words could be conceived
than * The Lord bless to us the reading of
His Holy Word, and to His Name be the
glory and the praise. Amen”—only they
should be repeated more solemnly and dis-
tinctly than is common. They are often
““ muttered ” in a way which is unbecoming.

6. When will ministers leara to repeat
the Apostolic Benediction cortectly? Innine
cases out of ten it is mangled by changes and
additions which are often most extraordinary.
Rarely, indeed, does one hear it given with
absolute correctness.

7. The Lord’s Prayer is too oftea intro-
duced at the end of a long prayer. Is it not
preferable that it should stand alone in its
divine simplicity and majesty ?

A CHURCHMAN.

SLANG, SACRED AND SECULAR.

————

It is generally secular, very secular. The
only approack it ever makes to sacredness is
when it stalks into the pulpit and perpetrates
itself upon outraged but defenceless wor-
shippers ; and then it is only the pulpit that
is sacred—the slang is still a sinner ; nor is
he who persists in thus usiong it likely to be
a very great saiot. Without trying to se-
verely characterize the pulpit use of street-
corner slang, it may be remarked that we
have no divine example for it, and that a
passage of such slang as sometimes dese.
crates the pulpits of our day would have
ruined the Sermon on the Mount, and para-
lyzed the power of the Decalogue. One
sentence of dirty slang would have takea all
the heroism out of Paul’s bold self-defence,
all the sweetness out of David’s songs, all
the poetry out of Isaiah’s praphecies, and all
the sacredness out of the whole story of the
cross. Dut there is no slang there, and there
ought to be none when men come to preach
about these things.

Bat there is no better reason for slang out
of the pulpit thann it, and there is not the
sucpicion of an excuse for it cither out or
in. It 1s not strong language, it is neither
polite nor elegant, and often it is not clean.
It is a base slander upon our blessed mother
tongue, the most vigorous and powerfal lan-
guage on carth, to excuse the use of slaog,
as one noted preacher of the day does, by
claiming that it is stronger than pure En.
glish. Any adult American, who is not a
mate, can find svitable clothing in the En.
glish language for the healthiest, most robust
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idea he is able to bring into being.
slang, like gaudy garments, is alway
evidence of bad taste, it not also of
habits.  Well-dressed ideas, like ut
dressed people, are always given resp
consideration. The noblest thought, lik
noblest man, is likely to be despised if cl.
filth,

The best thing a man can do  with
slang habit is to quit it. Let him watch
language and cleanse it. A word w
cannot be properly used anywhere ougl
be used nowhere. But who would thin
using cor'moa slang at a faneral? V
son bending above his dying mother w
express his grief in the slang he so lavi
scatters in the street > \What young wo
standing at the altar of wedlack, would
spond to the officiating minister's solemt
quiries with any one of the popular aflic
tive slang phrases? Imagine a dying 1
spending his last breath in uttering any
of the low expressions which in the verna
lar of slang mean death? Horrible? |
sibly, but if it is horrible to use such ;
guage in these situations there is someth
radically wrong with the language ; th
fore, let us not use it,

PERSONAL WORK.

On a cold winter evening I made my
call on a rich merchant in New York, A
left his door, and the piercing gale swept n
said, * What an awful night for the poor ”

He went back, aod bringing to me a roli
bank-bills he said - * Please do me a fav
Haud these bills to the poorest people t
you know.”

Alter a few days I wrote to him the grate
thauks of the poor whom his bounty had :
lieved, and added : * How is it that a man
kind to his fellow.creatures has always be
so unkiad to bis"Savicur as to refuse Him}
heart ?”

The sentence touched himto the core.
sent for me to come and talk with him, ar
speedily gave himself to Christ. He has be
a most uselul Christian ever since. But |
told me I was the first persen who had talk
to him about his soul in nearly twenty year
One hour of pastoral work did more for th.
man than the pulpit effort of a life time.—D
7. L. Cuyler.

THE BOOK OF PROVERBS.

Was written in poetry, and contains aboe
1,000 of the 3,000 proverbs of Solomon. Tb
whole book abounds in allusions, now foun
for the first time and precisely apphcable, t
the age of Solomon; to gold and silver and pre
cious stones; to the duties and powers ¢
kings ; 10 commerce. The Book of Proverbs
is now oa alevel with the Prophets and Psalas
It approaches human things and things divine
fron: quite another side. It is the philosopb;
of practical life. It is the sign to us that the,
Bible does not despise common sense and dis
cration. It impresses upon us in the mog
forcible manner the value of intelligence, pr.
dence of a good education. Above all, it io
sists over and over again upon the dochine
that goodness is wisdom, and that wickednes
and vice are folly.—Drcar: Stanley.

A PASSAGE IN THE BIBLE EX- 1}
PLAINED.

The Arabic name of the Star of Bethleher:,
signifies ¢ dove’s dung ” (for which the gec}
eric name Ornithogalum, * bitd’s milk," isit
Greek cuphemism), and was given apparently
because of the streets of white blossoms witt]:
which it covers the hillsides of Palestine. If.
must have occurred to many people, whel;
reading of a cab of dove’s duag being sold fof¥
a shekel during the siege of Jericho, that eve:
in the last stages of starvation that was an eif :
orbitant priceto pay for 2 substance as devo:d:”
of putritious or palatable propenies as sasf:
dust. Howbeit, the reference is really totts:
edible roots of the Orwithogalum; the canj
translators were ovcr-literal in their rendering ¥
and, strange to say, the authors of the Revisei
Edition bave endorsed the blunder. :

=
Oh, only those whose souls have felt thifs
ono idolatry can tell how preciousis the shg
est thing affection gives and hallows~X. L
Landou.



