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VACATION 1DA VS.

The school.t>elI rings wvith cheerful bound.
Te hasten the slow, late corner.

ITomotrow we'll play,"
It seemns ta say.
lHurrah fur the first vacation day

hlurrah for a merry sommer !

The faithful bell, now the school is dont,
Mu-st pause in ls d <lu, winging

Dots it mçs the nui e
(il the giulï 1and lOyî
And long to echo vacattro juys

ilî a peal ofitis idest ringitg ?

Sooit, ove, the country far andivide,
There are ripples of happty laughte-:

For the children lnow
WVhete thelitercies gow.
Whetatthet iurling streamts througli the mcadowsflow,

And the Furrying brooks speed alter.

They Lnow v'here the mountain% lift their he&d,
By the great slycurtain lhaondted

And thei, voces Itap
To the craggy steel),
And wake tht echues groin ouit ttir seeit,

With shoots that are thrice resoundl:d.

They lcnow %Ihere the sea lies ttlue and calnt
In tht bright mitîjommer weather

And thty tort to stand
On tht slining %and,
Wherc tht tide roils up-and tht 1, hand in hanci,

-To plunge in tht wavetorgether.

They lovet tu biter in lealy woots,
And list ta the stîuirrtl's scolding,

Ab thty climit to a stat
N'ear is sat retreat,
Or fall on a couch, ail 511k, sweet,

Of feathesy ferris unfolding.

But, lty anti by, intht autumn days,
Ettht utt has deserted the cover

When the sound of the bell
Sfiali tise andi swell,
Wià: 'jclttît folkcs lauglit-now who cao tell

Tu hear that vacation is over1

THE FI,*AST 0F CHRRA'IS

1 have been reading about a curious custom :n Hamburg,
Germany, called rhe Feast af Cherries."

War, with its cruelty and suffrng, the clash ai weapons
and dreadini shedding of blood, is something with which
little folks might wclt iancy they have nthing ta do. lt
therr was one war in the olden time in which the children
aýt aniy played as. important part, but through theni a grtat
city was saved from destruction, and a long and cruel war
brought to an end.

Saime of vou who have travelled may be famiiar wth the
great city of Hamburg, and know its streets and palaces, its
beautiltal gardens, and the active, industriaus people who
dwell there. t is a very old cty, and in days long gone by
it was attacked many times by its enemies, and long and
bitter were the struggles af the inhabitants with the armies
that sought ta destray their beautifut town.

In the Vear 1432 it tvas surraunded with a great Hussite
army, and the commander 'Procopius the Great) had been so0
successful in defeating the German trops in battle that he
felt quite sure the cîty could anly atTer a feeble resistance, and
that very soon he could rnarch through the streets at the head
ai his victorious soidiers. For years the war had lasted, and
ane town ater another had been taken ; so Procopius fornied
an encampment about its walls, and sat quietly down ta await
the moment ta strrender.

Within the city there was terrible consternation. The
nhabitants saw the arnîv drawn up in front af its gates, and

knew that for a short time only coutd they hrope to resist the
besiegers.

IlThere is noane ta succour us,"t they said. Il We and aur
wives and children nitst perish wth hunger and thirst within
the walls ai the city, or the men must go forth ta be siain by
the sword."

Suddenty sonne anc cried, "The children ! the children
liehold, the chitdren can save us 1I

IBut what can the children do ? » cried another. IlThey
are young and tender. They cannez figlit; neither can they
create food that we may not starve."

But this was not the intention af the speaker. IlLet the
gates be opened," he cried, Iland let the children go forth.
Let the eIder cnes take the little ones by the hand, and the
tender youths tht babes and infants, and let themn pass out
before our conquerairs. Soldiers are but nmen, and their hearts
are cten gentle. Let the children go, and their hearts will be
meted. Tlieywilt dothem no harm, netherwill they destroy
us. This is the only plan by which we may save ourselves.1'

And s0 it was arranged. You can imagine how desperate
their strait must have been-how they must have suffred
before the fathers and mothers woud îrV stach a desperate
schtme, and allow their little cnes ta (cave their shelteritig
arms and paseut int the presence of the i ough men whose
business was te, destroy and kilt.

Fancy the surprise cf the conquering acmy as they saw the
gates cf the city swing open, and through those frowning
portals corne, net bands ai soldiers carrying weapons and urg-
ing their steeds forward, but a long lineocflittle children. on
they came in an endless procession, every ane clad iii white,
tht eIder cnes leading tht way, and the tiny taddlers dling.

THE CANADA PRESBV'IERIAN.

ing ta their hands, %voncering wh,ît the strange scene îseint,
and why they were thus sent forth alone, leaving home and
fritnds and parents behind.

But tht people ai Hamburg had judged rightly. Tht sol-
diers were but men, and many ai them, perhaps, had left
behind it home jttst such little flots as these. When they
heard the pattering of the tiny fcet and saw tbe rhite-rnbed
thrang surrotindîng tileir tents, their hearts were indeed
mielted, and ail dispositton ta ight and ravage and destray
passed away. They wha had came ta rab, ta muin and ta kili
only desirecl ta take thase 'whte-rohed littt anes ta their
lîearts, and ta shawer love and kttulness tipan them.

What cauld they do for theni? Tihey looked around and
saw that the trees of tht archards ratund about were loadecl
with cherries. With one accord they threw down their wea-
pans, and, gathering great, beattl branches flled with tht
round, rasy fruit, loaded the childreo with theni. and sent
thern back ta their parents wîîh:a message ai peace and gonod-
will.

Tht vctary was won, sa far as the saiety of tht city was
conctrned -a great. a blondless victary, %von by tht children.
Back they marche i, and framn tht throats af tht waiting multi-
tuîde rang glad shatîts of thanksgtving.

For many ytars, as the d.îy camie round on which ttis
greit event nonk place, it was celehrated andl caled " Tht
Feas: ai Cherries." Tihrotigh the streets aifilanbtîrg long
processions passed, ma.de tni children, each ont bearmng in
tht right hand a brandi af cherries.

There have been wars and t landshtul in everv age, wid
streggles between nations, and great v;ctories, but rarety do
ive read in history a more beauitil andtI hrillîng story tban
that ai tht army oaI btîe anes who saved Hamburg.

ON UIFNG A GIRL'..

So you wish you were a boy, do ynu, my dear ? Vou
fe <el tht limitations af s","t you Il realiize that brain-power,

always hoooured in -& man, ts often despisetl in a wamian,"
Vou are Ilconsciotîs of forces within, that the ardinary course
af a wotian's ltue witl never caît into play " ?- -and sa yen wish
you were aboy ? Ny chîltd,lhnnestty and earno.stly, you ought
ta be ashamed ai vaurseli

If Von were a Chinese girl, doomned ta bt the slave ai your
lîttsbind's parents ; if you tycre a Hindu maîden already mar-
ried ta a toan %vhomi you had never seen uintit your wedding
day, there would be seime reason in yoisr sarrowil wail. Illtt
for an American girl, with avenues ai usefulness and honouir
nptning for lier non every sîde, ta ttter such a watl -ycs, yetn
certaînly oujgbt ta bc ashamied oi yaurself!

(t is a glorious tbing ta he a gtrl, and ta hotd tht hope oi
being a wonan a littie later an. D)o thetIttlmitations ai
sex " forbid voit making tht tOast af any gift you may passtss?
If y ,u werc Mary Lyon, living near tht begînning ai this tern-
tury, yearning for an educatian that would ustlock ta ynu tht
tnyeterits of science, ant imeeting wth tht response ai ynur
dearest iriends, II \'ou will neyer lit a minister, and what is
tht use ai going ta schooi ? -- wlw, then there might be some
reasan for conîplaining ai tht Illimitations ai sex." But the
limitations af se,, dtd nt prevett'Mary Lyon frotni founding
MIt. Holyoke Seininary, and giving a noble lufe ta its firin

establishment. They certainiy witt not keep yats fram doing
any fitting and needed wvorks.

It is truc, as the aratars ike ta say, ibM " the age needs
men." But tbt age aise needs women. Don't bt airaid that
your talents must be wasted, merety because you can't sing
bass, or drive a naIl preperly There are scares oithingsjust
as gond and useful that you can do if vau wili. Don't be airaid
ta use and develnp ail the brain pnwer that you possess.
Strong-nindedness is nt nearty so obiectionabte as weak-
mindedness. To be sure, tht world wanis you ta be womanty,
just as it wants yaur brother ta be mnanly :but.weakness is no
more essential ta womanliness than caarseness is ta manliness.

If those Il farces within,'< ai wbose presence you are con-
sciaus, wilt nat be caîled inta play Il'in tht ardinary course ai
a wamnan's life," why, then, you will have ta make tht course
ai your lufe extraardinary ! Onty be sure that il is extraardin-
ariiy gond, extraordinarily truc and helpfi. Brain-pawer, in
either sex, needs tht accompaninient ai heart-pwr

My dca. child, let me implore Vou ta give uPp VwýIihng you
were a boy, 4.nd ta tura your attention ta tht work ofibe:tîm.
îng tht best kinr o -f girl ! A laveiy gîrihood is warth enjoy-
ing, and a lovely womanhoad is warth aspîring ta.

SUA4 VhVG;S ANI> KIN!)ING.

Shavings and kindling are the irst essentiats in building a
fire. It is wastelul econnnw fnt ta use ennugh in the begun-
ning, for ont burns mare, flnaliy. in coaxiog tht reluctant
blaze that had a poar stant for want ai feeders. Abtundance
ai kindling miakes a gond bed for coal. It dots fnot warm tht
room, but is a means ta that endu: it has litte substance,
but niuch utility ; ît îsappears, but serves a purpose : it gels
fia credit, but it dots goad.

As curtcd ribbans ai wood and pine splinters aie neces-
sary for a rire, sa a thousand nameless preparatians are retînt.
site foranywark worth daing. Much practice gats belare
perfection, and a mîultitude ai experiments befare ail manner
ai successes. Mlany inked andI pencited sheets, Ilwhose end
s ta he burned," prepare tht way for gaod writing. Repeti-

tien gives facility in handcraft and braîn work, althnugh vis-
ible results cannat be summed up. What malter ? That
which is burned firsi supplies tht conditions for a steady ire.

Countiess little courtesies and kindnesses, setf.denials and
activities must kindît and consumne before tht sîeadfast char-
acter caut blaze out ansd grow with light and heat. A great
amaunt of thought and sîudy and numberless incidentaIs,
havitig small apparent connectian with tht end sought, nmust
precede liie's achievtmenîs.

Y'oung people are necessarity much occupied with l4egin-
nings. Tbey shauîd be patient and hopeful in the doing ai
many things warth little in :htmselves.

Shvnsand kindling comt before coai. Don't stint the
nîtastire and spoil tht ire.
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1 ', LOST AND FOUND.{i.ie
(.n.ît' Tts.-There sjoy bin tht presence of tht angels

ai God ever one sinruer that rcpenteth. Luke \v. ta.

bn a sertes ai thrce striktng and teâtitiuii Iaraities the gre.ýt %av.
ing tritlls f tihe (osisel arp clearly set forth in the chaliî, r (rom
wvhicb trt.day's leson ii taken. hn the urst itarable ontetof a hundréd
sbetp srays irons tise loiti. in tht sectontd, tîneai ten pieces af il.u
ver is lait ant iun the thîrti, ont oi twa son3 leaves fais Iather's
litnie tanti wandtcs and ctmes ta want in the far country. Trench,
in bais volume on Il The l'arables," says :Thteisossessor ai unetlbtin
drett sheet> is in sorti sort a ricb man, and thereinre tnot likeîy <o
feel thieir dimtinution îy tont at ail so deeply as thse wonîan, who, baving
btut ten smnail i îces ii mtnelî, sisoult l tse unet, f thest . wlîîle tîte
intensi£y oftiiter feeling woultl l very s;hort nofte affection oif a
fatîter wha, having ltit two sons, shatîlti Iehotîtione out£ ai these twî
go atrày.

1. Christ~s Autdience. -t uist's ministry w2s attractive. In tht
New Testament we Icaîn th.rt peuple uf ail ranks antI ctntitions were
anxiotts tu bear film. On tiht, lreseîtt occasion we find that tht
îîuilicans, thet ax gasherers ni tbosc tiays, were ta lcIe ontant ong
thnst 'who lthtîeà'dttu Ili% tcarhing. lit thet collectiun tifilite public
revenue there i S notbing necessarily tlîsh>nourable if it i% iustly
iniposetl and hbnneçtly coîlecteti, The custom was commuon in
atîcient timtes as it is stili in the Tutrluis Impu)re, tai farlli out tht
taxcs ni a district ta tht higliest 1iidtter. If bt is an avariciaus min
lie will lit an\ioit) s spietl ail the mancy lie canow of tht unior.
tultate ut ;it. 'libe c.Alicctors are tiften still mort raîtacinos and
brutal nmen. hIn('alestine particuiatly infor 1Lord'!, timt the tax.
gasherers were a tlesIîisetl anti battît race, liecause ino patriutic Jew
would taise the positton The tax wa' bhatelet Itecause ils imposition
W.1s al cruel reminder tof tht i,-ofle's suljectutnto luRoman sultremacy.
Side by sie with these despisetl pubilicans tht very ohîpusite extreme
%vas ta (t fotitî among jestis' bearers. The l'harisees and the
scribes, autwardly tht besi and imost respectable pecople in the coin-
mnniity, wcre ntverilueless as nmucb in neeti ai a Saviour as the pull.
licans anti sinners who gâthered ti raind Hlm, oniy tbey were an
stelf-rightettus that tbhey did flot know their need. When they looked
rondiun tbttse gatherecti wîth tluest, they iurmured, andi said co)n.
tcitipttiuuly,- This Ntan teceivetb suttiers and t±teh with them,t *
a iceiter trutli than thry tîther meaat or ttnderstood. It was ta
reccive inners that Jesus came. The staSnnrs Il menîioned here

%%ee tos %vo ad falien into ei ways and hati sunk sa lrîw in
their tiegradatitîn that the, hati lost their gelf-tesPtct antI tht gond
opîinion ni their neigîboturs. Tbey no langer ktp papaacs
Tltey feul that in Christ anti in lits words there waq the strongest
attraction.

11. The Lest Sheep. 1" Never man %pake like this Man.
NVsth wht s sbom lie "iileti, l,'uIh in minner ana spirit, the
tobjections raiseti againsi HM and (lis teaching. lie answers their
uhurnitittrng hy a tîtosi interesting anti instructivet paatt. (t migbt
bc any unt amung theittîcîves. [ftînt bail a hutndreul sheep andl
ont striyeti front the fld, vauld lhe not go oulta oseek tht wantleret?
le leas'es te onety.andlnine that aie sbeltered and lrovidtd for.

.andi gats in sesrcb ai tht lost ont. hi..search is a ptrsevering
one. le lue ot 1gave ail until'e lost as fîtuînt. le is succes;fit
in tis searcb. When lbe inds t lhe laycth il un bis shnuldt*6,
tejoicing. letas glati becausehbc has louiil tht lost anti because ilr'is
re..cued fromt langer atnd deatb. Sa great, howee, is bais joy that
hie wants cothers ta share with haim, so "l he calletb togetlttr bis
friet.ds and flis neighbîurs, sayar.? unta thent, Rejoice with ume : for
I have forsnd nîy sheep wlich was htst." rhe meaning oi this par.
a)te as tiansparent as well as suggestive. Thteiniser is ins tht desert

expoîsed ta langer aisdi tîatît. Tut Gontd Shepherd bas litt tht
beavenly f utl liat lie m!ght seek andi save that whicb içlosbt. lie
searches long and patiently andi receives tht repentant sianer wiîh
open arlias ant I lving litai. Ont of the pîincipii points is tht joy
tht Saviour feut at tht recaî'ery of tht last. This is ia strikinz con.~
tras %vitla the narrow, stltlh anti churlush ideas ai tht 'harisees and
scritbes. They grunîblet that des;ised outcasis shouiti be welcomed
by Christ. In answer hle baye "I say unto you that likewse boy
!,hallb lin b eaven over ont sinner ahat repentetb mort than over
nincty and-nine just persatns, wbicb neeti no reptentance."

Ill. Tht Lost Coin- The sunali silver coin mentianeul several
tintes ins the New Testamen.:, and sometirneý in thte nglîsh version
translaitrl -penn5y," was etjual ta about seventeen cents ai aur
iisoney (t wa-; customary then, as il is still, to use these coias as
personal ornamtents. A wom.tn bas ten ai these, (tut one 15 lost.
Site scarchts for il witb tht ulmost care andi diligence. Eastern
bouses arectlark, 1thereiore she lîgbts bier lamp and sweeps tht bouse,
cantinuing ber searcb tilI at laçt she secs tht sbining metai amnng
tht ruiîiisb. She ikewist as overjîiyetiat tht recovcry ai tht iost
uiece ai money. It is a joy ton great ta kep ta herseif, Sa ,lie
catis bier frientîs antI neigbb)ours together anal desires tbem to share ici
ber reiîcing. ?.gain titts Jesus say ta ail wbn bear lImt, mur.
munbng ciics andi ait l 1 say unto ynu, there is joy in the p.csence
ai the angels tof God aven ane sinner that repentetb." litre again
tht Savbou's neanîng as plain. Tht coin was camposed aiflirecioub
metal. Tht humtn soul is preciaus in Cod's sigbu, for lie createti it.
In <ibnist<s sigbt it is preciaus, for lie bas died for ius reriemption.
*The inetal ou! ai wbicb tht coits is shapeul s precious, buits valut is
greatly increasei because bî bears ît kings image and suptrscriptioa.
In ils original slate the bumant sorti was made in tht ima g od:

ut tor lu licen;s. Sa it is the purpose of the SIau a Mi
the saufl Iasu tad ielileti iy sin, andi restore ta it thteotarkrs aitht
divine likeness. The womaut ai tht paraitît is undenstaod as repre.
senting the lloiy Sirit. Tise Spirit tnlîghtetis the sool, reveaiing
the degratiation of ilus lost estate and ai tht sanie lime showing bts
ltrtciooslness, as well as ltringing ta igbt tht tracts tif tht divine
l inscriprion stili tigcnverable. lefore tht bist piece is foulai the
ansela sweetî. Su thte vil habits contractei by tht soul, and tht
iîrejutiices andi ignorance lîy whîcit tht searching lught ba obscuretiuseti ta lc ie itî asay. This the if aly Spirit effects by Ilis
enlighsening anti cleaosini, pover. Tht joy ai tIhe Triotie <od, the
joy ni tht angelie wcarid au the recavery ai the Iost is once more
empîtasizeti ai the close of the jiarable, convtying tu us thet woiultl
lesson thai if we murmur wben tht despiseti and the outcast conte ta
Christ, we are acting very unlike tht ar.gels oif<;od ; andt uat when
repentant sinners comte ta Christ tbey are weicamed wiîh a joy uhat
heaven shares sitb the rejoicing Saviaur.

Tht Pharisees andi scribes murmured because Jesus receives sin.
nets. Their abjections led the way ta a fu and clear explanatioréh
Christ's mission.

Christ stiti seeks and saves that whbcb is lost.
WVbat a compasioanate, loving, patient Saviaur Jesus Christ is!
Ail beaven is intercied in b ms saivation. Into thteusysteries of

tedleeming love the angels deette tu lok. These is loy in their pres.
ente wben even one sinner repents.


