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A'I'OR AND tROPLE.
,,.4 TIti/R TO DLA'ICE."

A worîhy tlea-gynian 7tube hl biemi mispocteti et
h.avlug lnitpa-aeîerl> interfèeotinl inilîienclng soitie of
te >oung pcoile unter bit pastoral care te absent

themtelvcst fionaa à ball that took place la îiaat î>ariah,
ret:eivcd ln icontci 1ueit(o lime foliowlng ainyious
note:

14ma-Obey the vu" f ai mptuare. Talcs the (bilowing
fur ytf teist, andl <aittit It. Show ln *hltt conalmui the

e-vii oft that lnocea amusement et dancing-'IA litte ta
%ws«pard à timu ta laaigi,atlme tamet ntiatane ta tnce"
(Foël. 111. 4.)- A TRiX CHISTIAN< iaiT :40 IlyrcmItI

'the atinîstier ivrote te followiaig admtirable rcpi>',
whilh ho interte<l ln a periatîcai pîubicationt.

My IWÀR Sust tor Nitnin).--Yotir relluest liant I
wuid prclit fi-ont h.ccl. 111. 4. 1 catit flot coattly uviti

nt presseant, atirce tdmcte arc sotte Chnstian tîtaciniore
important titn dancintg, wiiti a part et my peuple
sioitî dspuied la nOîtIOCi WiiemaeVcr i IlgrCCIve.
Itowever, thal lite damty cul dancing si ta aiucli negleet-
cd, 1 shbail net fai ta raite a warling veace against se
dangrioas an olmsion, la tue ilieaatne lImere aire
cetain dtia utales in tlie text ithiali yoaî m-cuinitenti
ta mn>' notice, thie solutioni af wicl 1 sinu.ldti eccive
avitia gratitude Irota "al truc Chiristian." My first dif-
facuit>' respecl t timi for dancing; for aititough te
text doclarca thiat tiiore as "a fluai te dance," ycî iabcn
thtat lime s a tees nol determinie. Now liais point 1
want ta itscerA-tin cxactiy, beote i preachi tapon tue
stabject; for i ivoulci ba as crlinmnai, 1 concludc, te
datte nt te wrong tiatte, as ta ateglcl ta tance nt thi
right limne. 1 have boers able te siatit> ryseli, in joame
partlcauhars, taioen it is not "a limîe ta tance." WVc
simail aigrec, I prestalîte, sisial 0st tue Sabbatii day I- ai
a lainerai, or during the prevalencrofa a pestilence, or
te ronrhaîg of a tliunderstorti, i ivoulti bc ne limae ta

duance. If vie %vote coaideanncd te (lie, andi wecwa.it
îng an ii:son thc day af execution, titis ivoulti bc nu
tinte fut daniing, antif ut ur ct stoud on a shippery
place bc'îitc a precIpicc, arc sliouliti care ta dan, c.

Buot. suppose tue %erM chay tu be ascertaincd la the
whide day. or anl>' a part, ta bc teîvotcd toilais amuise-

ment? antif ai part af th day oni>, then alaicli part
la "icth limne te tance>" Froan the atoariaus evih cf
fecv, of "Iniglît nietings," la ail agcs, t- th upoci anar
ails aaid itoatit onc arili pretent thiat the cvcning
is "ic h lime ta danice,"I anal pcrhmps it niay bc imma
terial whlch portion of the day is devotid ta tinat
amnusemnt. Bt allowing the t inte to ha «srertainced,
thora la stIl an obsctarity ia the text his it a :-.mmrjand
10 tance: or oni>' a pepriiitioM P Or is it mercly a
dclaioa ai te fact thal, as mcn are constitutid,

thiere is a tinte îvlien ait lte cvents ailtacict ta la the
text do came ta pas' If the texl bc a coeuztnrnn, is it
of aniversal obligation? anti must "aItd mca anti
maitens, >-oung mtic anti chiltiren,» tance obetiience?

lfaj'DMIw'a. acs it net inaply a permtission aima ta
P-eflriM trin dancing, il an>' aerc se tissposeti? or
if the text bc inercI> that tuera is a lime ahîca aien do
tance, anti there la qa linme vlien îhey tic, tiecu h mighît
as arehl bc roqçit t0 take thie finit ciglît verses of
the -hlapter, anti sheow la whaî ronsists the cvii of
thmose 'lr'vx'mnt prirlires of hating, anti mnkingwir
andi kling in, for whiich,il scents, Ilierc is a tinte",
-asu Weil an for dancing. There lu stili nnoîher difi -

cui>l Uic h test, whicli jiasi noir oceurs tome. What
kind of cenr;ng toncs the text iatent? for it is rer-
taîIjal a anattcr ai no sali roascqucnce te 'la truc
Christin" to danîce ia a srriptuffl way, -is wchl as nat
thorscripturai tinte. Nowtoavaid mnstakcean a point
of suchl luportanc, 1 have consuhîtd ever>' passage
la tce B3ible wliichi speaks of dancing; the meut ia-
portant oi ýC:'ch permit anc îo subanit ta yotar 1iaspec
tien

".- n \iriaam tire pa'ophricss, the sister ai Aan,
îokl a timbrel la lier hanti; andti t he wcmcn tuent
eut zfùr brer, w'bh tinibteis anti wiîb danres." Fxoti.
xv 2oe -~, at nc -,trraunt ai the overthrow of tlîc
Egyptians l!t the Rot Sca.

«Tue daughter of Jephiliahi canme oui te mci hlm,
wfith timbrels amatwi'h tinn-t-s" QJtadgcs xi. 34.ý This
aise was on nrrcotnt ni a virinry over the ceillaies cf
Israel

"T11tlë vena 1v fençf ;" qhuîlnh wj 'a frttInt'ith

dantesW Ijudgrt %xi -:i ' Thais aas done us an art

«".d Davidi tanet befoat the Lord îvith aitlis

anîglit."1 But the lrrelilts iMiehai, "Caile out 10
nteet David, and esait, 'Iow glarlous watt tlî< king of
Isaël to.ulay, whio uîncoveoot lilmîsoif la theo yea of
tii. itintimali, ef lits sorvnts, ait anle cf tima vain Nh.
Iowa thiunoilssiy uncovilréth himsiolfl' (a San. vil
14-20.)

DancIng, il sosans, wm a saumvdu d/a, fine vas
umtaally 1>srforniîed by vwoiamon. At lthaï, daty, Il vra
î>ervertoil front ils sacr-c< use by nons but "*vain foi-
IowasI dostituto of lianie, DavitZ vinatates Ilîlmsîf
tront lier Iran>', by saylng," Il 1 vais beot-e the Lord ;"I
adihtlng that, liati thîs #Pl been lte case, lier robuke
wouid have been înerltod.

on accotant of the vîctor>' cf Saul anti 1>vlti aier
the Phiîlisiînes, "lthe wonica came eut ai i tae ritic.
cf lisal, singlng amnd dnncing." (1 Sain %vil.&6) "lict
thiena praie lisl nautte in tue dlantce." (lsa. cxlix. 3.)

Il Titau linst turnet for nie aîîy aîîotarnlng lite tisne.
lag." (Pis. xxx. la.> rTie iteiverene liereaspoklon ef
aval a rcavcry frein ickncss, ani tic dancing at cx-
pression of reigiotai gratitude anti joy.

l'As sooni as ho caie nigît ta the campil lie saw tue
catli andi tue dancing." <Exod. xxxii. igQI ltoin tlis
il appena tîta dancing was a pait, aise, ef Idol
watsip.

Il ) virgiti cr Jîracl, tlaau, shailt agnia bc atornot
Wvith, tiîy tabi-ets, andi go (onuith i te(ances Ur titu
sisalt; anke ierry." fier. xxxi. 4.) Tls passage pro-
dicte tue roera frot captivit>', autthe resteration ef
divine faver, wiîiî the consequent expression cf
religlous jo>'.

"lWe hatve piped unta yen, anîd yctave aîot tamicdt;
wc liave inotrneti unio yaîa, and ye have not
lamnientet." Mat xi. 17.) Triat is, ncithcr the
jutignacaîs net the memies ef (joli produce ai-t> elTcct
sipon ibis incorrigible gencramat. Tlaey acaîlier
situena wlicn thae> airetaallcd ta moîararng by l lis pro% -
tticntc, nor rejoice %%,ltl the casuil takcns ef joy %vion
lits naiea-as dcînanc thocn gratitude. "Now lias eIcer
son ivas in te field . andi as hc camne anti drcw nagis
la tic liouse, lie lacardl music anti danr iag.' % Luke
x%. 25q, Tîc reluits of the prodigal was at 1uyfui Cvciit,
for whlich tîma gratcftal faîier, accarding ta tlac usages
et te Jcwtsî Chuca, ant the exhortations af the
i'salmist, praiscl ltme Lord in thc tance. IlA tissec to
anourn anti a tante ta dancc." iLccl. iii. 4.) Siic

lime Jewisli Churth kac%%i noîlîang of dancing,' excepi
as a seliglous gLetcaaony, or als an expressiont of grils-
tude enti praise, the text is a dt.la.itsutn titi tîto pluvi i

dennte or Cati suinetmes dentants muurning andi
soilttiiaiis gladncss anti gratitude.

.. Iut *liocn lici-od' birtlida>' wan kcpt, the daugh.
îcr of licrudi.ts dan-eti befurc theni, anti pleaseti
licrod." la ditis c.asc tancur.g avas perverted fruit% its
original objet. tu purposcs.of v anity andi ostenatiomn.

"Wiherefare du the wicked livc, bcc.amc uit, yea,
arc îaaghty in powrer? Tlîcy scati forth tlîcir lîttle
ones likc a ilotik, andti teu thildren dance. They
spendtithcir dam» ia wealth, anti in a moament gu
duvn ta the grave. Tlîcrcforc they say unta Gotd,
Dcpart frcn us, for ave tesire net the knowledgc of

Thy wamys. What is thc Alnîigiity, thiat wc shtoulti
serve Ili' andi vvhat profit sai wc have, if we pi-a>
eta l ia %job xxi. 7 15.) Tueuir wcaitlî anti danc-
ing arc th. renson of tueur sa>ring ta Cati, IlDepart
<tain us;' andi af tteïr nlt desitring thr- kawlegc of
I-is %vays, or af scrving Iiim, or ai praying te Hlm.

F-rnt -hc prccting quotalions il will sufficicntly
appear.

j. That dani-ing iran a religiaus act bath ai the
truc and aiso af iol worshap.

-.rhat ilt was practiseti cxr.iusiveiy on joyfui oc.-
tasiuns, suclîk as national festivals or greai iça.iones.

3. That it aras periarmeti by maiticas only.
4. That it was performet i suaily in thc daytime, in

the oen air, in highways, fieldis anti graves.
5. That mca who perverteti dancing fi-oa a

sacreti use tau 1>rp>i-% cf amtusemnent were tiemotid
infarnous.

6. That ne instances oftdancing are founti upan re-
çord ia the Bible in whiich tue two sexes unite in tie
exorcise, cither as an act cf îvorship or amusement.

7. That there is au instance tapon rcord of social
danc.ing for amusement, exc.cpt that of the "lvain fel.
lawvs I devoiti ai shamre;j ofte irreligiaus fansilles te-
scibeti by job, whi0h prudtaccd lncrcascd implety,

andi ende in daeIstrua.tion, anti cf Ilerodias, iihia.h
tcrm*.nated In the rash voit of lUctad andti t anurdet
of John the i3aptist.

I a.angrnulatc yuu, sir, on tire assaureti hope wrhich
yau seem to have attaine t hat yota arc "a truc

Chrlatlan,w andi on the anocknois andi aod.uty wlîh
which you have been enabieti te express It ; AndI most
uinceroly do 1 jait witit yotn [n thé condinintttloii
of ail hîypocrite$. I ana, etc.

rils /ls OP r1.8 LORD.

Ile hath made thm the hant of b.auîy.,
Tho haine alc fIlk.11 gise.:

1 le spioadath bit morntnga on thon,
SIfs uselts Ilght tisir -(Ac.

1lIls winds bring mnasages te them
Wilh Storm-ne"s iron thb mains

They sing It down Iot he vtl
la theilove.sont fte an

Nqu (ri tlit ncrivons
lioniotods fut new.br m ctu,

>Ilaster(ul, (tee and îaroud.

The plojiic oflirot cilles
Lome tifs ta thoir ilarines andi pray:

Goal (1rouiens aial withln thons,
Aà î le passee >' Ali -Camus

11L .STRrfAfl.ET A.4P 11E 1>001.

A iiiilstcr of Iliajinticphin, in lluîstrating the bTkss.
cdncss of cultivating a liberail spirit, stses (Isis bbati-
fui figure:-

u Scop» lic says, "lthat littie rounmain yondr-
away yonder in the distant inaunitain, shlîling like a
tlireati cf silver tiarouga lte thick copsc, and sparking
like adiarnontilails lieailîhfulactivity. Itishlurrylng
on iih tinkling fect ta bear ils trîbute te the river.
Sec lit passes a stagnant pool, anti the pool hiails il:

'Wiiîlr away, niasîcr strcanlct ?'
1 ns going te thc river te bcar titis cup cf watcr

Gati lins gîven ane.'
Il 1Ai, yen arc very foolisti for that-you'll neeti it

berore te suniner is over. It lias beea a backwatd
sprang, andi wc shall have a hot sutnier ta pay for it
-yen ili <lry up thon.'

11 %cll,' said the streanilet, 'if 1 amn ta die sean,
1 hllt bettcr wark whlîe thecday lasts. lI arn likcly
ta lose tits ircasurc freont the licat 1 liat botter do
good wiîhl it white I have ai.'

"Sa an it %%,enl, blcssing andi rejoicing in ils course.
The pool saiitet coinplaccnlynt itsownsupcrior fore-
sight, andti usbiancledti l s rc.ources, lotting no. a
drop sotea away. btaan the unmd-suninicr lioat came
dawn, and t telcl tapon the btile strcaim. But lte
trecs crowdcd te ats brink, anti thrcîv eut thclr sbolltsr-
ing branches ovcr it an the day ef ativcrsity, for it
breught rcfrcsiamcnt and lice te thora ; anti the stan
pccpcd through thc bantches anti snîîlcd plcasantly
upon its dimnpiciface, anti seemed ta Sa>',' ItIs flot in
my hacart ta harm you ;' the birds sippcd ils silver
tide, andi sungits prnisesin thcovcrhanging branchies;
flawcrs gcanmecl its border, anti brcathed thecir perfune
tapon ils bosam ; the beasls af the fieldi lovcd ta linger
ncar is baniks, andi chewcd thc cud cf content under
its cool shadows, andtie ic usbandman's cye aiways
sparkled wîth jay as lic looked tapon the line cf ver-
tant beaut>' that mnrkcd ils course.through hlm fildis
andi nieatiows ; anti se on ai wcnt, blessing anti blesseti
af ail1 I

"Andi tvhcr was the prudcnt pool? i'Jas 1i n ils
inglorsous innctivîly ia grcw sickly andi pestîlentîi.
The beasts of the field put thoir lips ta il, but turneti
away withotat dranking; thc breeze stappeti anti kisacti

at: b>' ,muitaXe, but shrunk chilleti away. It inlîictid
te malaria ait the contact, and carricti the agite
tbrough tic region, anti the inîxabitants cauglit it.and
hiat ta anove away ; andi at last the vcry frogs cast
thoir vcnom tapon the pool and tesertet a:, andi Heaven
an icrcy te mian, stric si ith a botter breath and
trict it up i

IlBut titi flot trno litle streasnecxhatist itscif? 0
no i G.od saw ta thal. It emplit ils full cup inias
thc ravcr, andi the rivcr borc i on te the sca, andti ui
sca wclcomct i î, and the sen smiled tapon the son, andi
the soi sent ilp ias incense te greet the sen, aind thc
cleuts caught in their capactous besoins Uhc înccnsc
from the sen, and the winds, like wailîng stectis, catagiat
the chariots ef the cloutis and bore thtcm away--awAy
to the vcry mountains timat gave the litile foumnain
birth, andi thcrc the>' tippeti the brimming cup, and
potaretheU gratcful baptisai dowa; andi sa Goti saw ta
il that the lbide founstain, though i gave sp fully. andi
50 frccly, novetra aif dry. Andi If God $0> blesseti the
rounmain wilH flc ot bIz - you, m-y fracatis if ' as yc
have fred> riéccivcd, ye alto fircely give?' hicassuroti
He wiU."


