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"Are yoti sure yora are glatd ta conic hautle, Allie tîcar ?"
said Mariante Huamte, lookaang up ratlier dotîbtfraily ita uier
!iend's face,1 for Allison huati saad flot a tvond i anstver ta lier
exclamations for soute tinte.

Tbey rrere %vaking tagethuer tlaroîaglî a %iade sta cet an Aber.
deen, and Marjonie had been atutusing lucscîf iookiîtg at tbe
people wtioni thcy nier, and il the pîetty things iin the shah
tindon's, and had becît enjaying it ail so itucli Chiat, for a
whlile, shue luad neyer daubtet tCtat Allason %vas enjaying it alsa.
But Allison tvas ooking an'ay ta tîte scas, and her face n'as
very grave, anti tîtene %vas a look in lien eyes tChat Marjonie iad
flot seen in thucan for a long timite ir'% 'hlaiook ctaatged as
the cbild repeaued the question u

"Allie, you are surly glad ta lie goig liie el
"I amn vcny glad ta bc bianging aîuy daniaaug hute stroaig

aaud n'eil ta ber fatbcr anti auother, aaud tîters al. 'l'ley trii
bc motre than glatI ta sec rs agamn.

"And, Allie dean, st s youar boutle to, til M'rs. Essehauotou
tvaits yau again. And yota tvili try ta bc happy tlac? Anîd
you till flot be aye n'isiing ta iin ara>' ta your brother ini
America-at leasu for a while ? »

"No. at for a wliile. Butt i muust go when lie sends ît'ord
tbat bc needs nte. That na' lie sonner Chiaut tc ken. Wlatis
bc gets bas awn land, and lias has boause huit, tCters I wl gu.
But I amrn ano fihury, 'saad Allasan, aftena pause. "IAnd non
let lis go and take a look at the sca. Ilu i taa early yet ta sec
Dr. Flenming."

Ilut it is nt the sauie %ea Chat we iiu., een looking rt
50 loang -the sea that lias bcllicd ta natae atie st-.nng antd
n'eu."

lu is a grand sen, htotrevcm', aaid at s otan own. Aaud ta'
day it s as bonny, anti saîtoothu, antd biue, as ever thie Sautbern
Sea n'as, and the sanie sun s shîanang upoîî i. Anti we nmust
make haste, for tve bave no tiatte ta lose."

Tbey did flot go it once, liever As îhcv îurned inta the
next sreet, a band n'as laid on Allison's arnn andi loaka-ng up
she flet the eyes u! anc wbom sîte liad flot secau for many a
day. She had iast seen bîm iookmng :sornowiuil dottn on tie
face of ber dying father.

Mn1. Rainy!l" criet sise, !aantly, îbanking o! thiat d.uy.
"Eh ! wonman, but I aut glad ta sec yota afuer ail tîtas rîmtîe.

Wiiere bave you 'et sance that sourowfuai day.? 1 %vas jast
rbinking ýabout you as I camie dovn the Streeu. 1Inutrs helieve
in a special Providence a!acr this. I n'as hast saying tn auyseif
that I %t'ould give a flvepound note; and maybe tn'a, if I could
put my band an Ailison Bain. And la luec ye anc. And,
Allison, mv woman, af yorar father couid speak to you, be
wouaid say, 'l'ut yourscif anta raty old frend's band and bc
advîsed and gumded by bi., and y'ii net-en bave causse ta
repent it.' And no' 1 sa>' it for him.-"

Allison shook, ber beati
I cannot do tbat-biindiy. a fiCCd necithier thue liîep non

the guidance that yau n'ould he ikely ta give ante. I axuust go
my way witb the cbiid."

"The child ! Ah ! yes, 1 sec, and aL banny lttle creature
she is," said Mn. Rainy, offermng bas band ta Marjarie. IlAnd
wvbose cbiid may sise be ? "

" She is the cbiid o! my master and mîstress. 1 bave been
in service ail this time, and I need belip iro no fionc."

IIIn service!I Yes, and among decent folk, l'il be bound1
Wael! 'el! And doubtless you wiih bc able ta accouant fan
every day and liaun that lias gone by sînce vou-n'ere hast
sight of. Thar is n'eu."

Il t mighr bc n'eu if there iverc any anc wluo had a nght ta
cati me ta account," saud Allison, coldiv.

Mn. Rainy badl tunned wit Cliemt, and tbcy n'erc n'aiking
down the street together.

"lA rigt ? The less saad about the ngts the better.
But this i will say,- you bave a rgbt ta, look upon me as a
friend, as yaur father dad before yaua. And i bave a rigbu ta
expect it from you. Your fatber trustcd mie, .and st wli bc for
your gond ta trust me likurisc."'

"l Yes, be trusted you. And if I nceded belp tbat you could
give, 1 migbt came ta you ion it But I oniy hlave ta ask tCtat
you forger that yau bave seen me. 'Not that au matters mucb
non'; 1 have got aven my firsr fear J must bad you gaod-
day. Wae are on aur n'ay ta se Doctor Fleming. Buit flrst
we are gaing don'n ta the sands."

Anud Chens Ailison miade lian a curtsey wbich minded
Mýajorej of M.Nrs. Esselmont. Then tbey n'ent don'n another
street ragether, and left him standing there.

Mn. Rainy hati been fa; anany yeans the !nacnd and legai
adviscr a! the laird o! BIackbills, and marc Chan once, in lis
visirs ta the grear bouse an the laand's busaness, lue bad gaven
counsel ta Allison's farber n'itb regard ta bas aflairs. He
had been i'th liant nhen lic n'as dran'mng rte.'r bis end, anti
bad donc, n'haî, aus uhat laite day, carld bc donc, ta set bis
affaîrs in onder, and ta scrare that n'bach bc possesscd, for the
'benerit o! those lie lefu beliad. He lîad knon'n ahli the cir-
cumsîanccs of Allison's tnforunsate marrmagc. He brd flot
spared Brownpg- n'hcn the matter n'as dascrîsseul betcrnn
Chenil but in foi e.s'.arcd ternis hart declanear lias canthuct ta
bave been cawardiy, sclish, base.

Bui.whcn Alson disaippearcd sa suddedly, lac bat] donc
bis uttnast ro flnd bier. That a n'oman maght began by bating
a manr, and yct came ta lave bam n'ben lut n'as ber bttsbaiitl,
lie bclieved to bc passible. At the leasi, Allasan migbtmcomc
ta tocrate: ber busband if she did not lave him. Sise rnight
camer, in inte, to atk'e the gond af bier fane biouse and o! the
fine thines, afivh'icb there n'as likec ta bc ne stant an il, and
live bier Ile like the nest, whca bier frst anger at bis zrcb-
trous dealing was aven. For bier on'n sakec, fan tlae sake o!
ber gond naini, and the nespect lie owed ta tit umanoy of
ber father, Mn. Rainy left no means rntricd, tia migbt avait
ta discover bier. He neyer imagincd jr possible Chat sbc
she would nemain witbin a short day's aourney of the place
whce ail ber life hand been Spcn,.

01 lae lic land came ta belueve Chat she 'vas den. And
le %nid ta hianscîf that if sise catîhd have been laid tn lier test
besidc bier faulier and bier mtother, ano tune ficd liave gricvcd
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for lier death. For ber marriage coulci hardiy bave been a
hiappy anc. Aliliber life long site liad forgotten hierself, and
ivcd ont)- for lier father and mnother, becauise sfie lot-d thetai

and because tbcy needed lier. For the sanme reasan she wvauld
liave laid berself doîvn in the dust, to miake a way for lier
young scaaîîp of a brother ta pass river to getl hs own will.
Buot for the man wlio iad mairrid liecr site liad profcssed no
love, and even in lis fine itouse it miglit have gone iii itii
them bath.

'But il s différent noaw," lie saad tanlimself, as lie went
down the strcet. I Brownrig; is a dyîng man, or 1 airsn nuocl
iistakens, and beclias known luttie ai any ane belanging ta hiaui

for nuany a year and day. And his heart is softenng-yes, 1
think lus leart mnust be softening. le imiglit bc brouglit Ita
nalzae amiends for the iii turn lie did lier wiien lie aîarried lier.
As for lier, site wiil hecar reason. Ves, shte imst be brotigbt
ta liear renson. Site seened ta ken Dr. Fleminig. i wiii sec
hit. A word frontu a man like lifimn iilit have weigiit witli
lier. 1 i liisechiii tonce."

Mr. Rainy iast no timîe. He needed ta say lus say quickly,
for tîte coctor hîad mucb before hii in bis day's wok. 'l'le
patience witii wiich lic listened, sootisclianged ta cager inter-
est.

It'is about Brownirig-tiie mnuwhosc liorse fell with limn
lit the street-that 1 want tn ask. H-e ias brouiglit ithin.
haraiary l.tely. %a ou înubt have secit liaii.'

Tleiean the fetvebt possible woîds Lhat lie t.uuld aîSC, Mi.
Rainy told the story of Allison Bain.

I met ber in the street, and the siglît of mie lhurt lier sore
ly, tîtougli sute did flot niean that I siiauld sec il. I came ta
youi because site namced your naine, ans] I tlouglît you mînght
laeip in tue iauuttcr."

Dr. Fleming listened in silence. He liad neyer forgotten
Allason Luna. le had neyer becai toid bier starv before , but

ta ugl ~ne tvords spoken by £'I. Iladden, and later by NIr.
H-umte, lie knett tiat site liad a stary, and that it was a sad
one- Ih was flot neccssary for hiîn ta say ail this ta Mr. Rainy,
itho cîidcd by saying

Il Wla'i~t 1 want you ta tell me s, wbether tue nman as likeiv
ta lave or ta dlie." And tbeai he added, witb an oath, 'I Il i
aliauglit lie suiight lave, i woîiid îot tltitny linger ta brang ar
%%oniuan lake her alto the putofra i aan lake haaî. Certaaniy
1 wvotid iot do su against lier wil. But if hce is ta die tliat as
anotiier tiîing."

I)r. Fleaming was flot tue kind of man ta bc taken alto-
gether ito itis confidence as ta the motive hie had in desiring
tri bring these two together, and lic saut no more.

- 1 ilih sec the mtan to.day, saad the doctor, gravcly.
As anc donr-ojuened ta let Mr. Raany out, another aîuened

ta admiti Aliasun .ad Marjarie. It w.ts M.rjoric wha sptoke

1%l father said I was ta crime and sec yoit, docter. I
.1111 littie Marjorie FIutne. \'ou'll mind on nie, I tbink "»

l)octar Flemiing iaugiied, and, lifting the tittte creature ini
bus arais, kisscd lier "cleck and chin."

" Ay bate darling' And are you d(lutte weil and s0 very
strong ?"

" Oh! yes. 1 nii(lutte weii and strang naw just ake other
Litînb. l'ni flot % cry bak; ),t," added shte, as bc set bier dowax
again. Il But I lits weii. Allie will tell yau."

Allison, %%ba had reaiained near the doar, came forward
siiîiiing.

Site is iaicl better indeed,» saat >bc.
Ilt ou shouhd say quate wcil, Allie, dear, îirged Marjorie,

i a wisper.
- a es, I may say qute h~eil. 1lier father washed u-,tut uile

and sec ),oa befare going inme. Or rathler, be wisbcd you ta,
sec the cbîld. ]lut your time is lir'eciouis."

IlWherc arc you saying ? Artue aid place ith Mrs.
Robb? Wael, 1 wili caine round and sec you tliis cvening. 1
have a1 good Iiitany qluetons tai ask. Vols were fiat tbunkaing
ai ieaving to.day P

No, tbcy were ta remain a day ta, rest, and some anc wvas
ta, meet them wben tbcy left the maal Laacb ta take tlacm
home. The doctor asked a question or twa, and let tbein go
but bis es failowed theni with interest tilt :bey passed round
the corner out af sight.

\Vhen bc came ta sec tbcm in the evening he found Mar-
janie sleeping on the sofa, white Allison sat by bier side iitb
worl, an ber band. It bappened wcii, for tbe doctor bad some
questi.ons ta ask wbich couid be answcred ail tbe more 1
cicarly and exactly, that the chiid need flot be considcrcd an 1
the matater. Tbey spokze softly, not ta disturb lier, and in .
answer ica the doctor's questions, Allison told briefiy and i
directly il tha-t be wished ta know. Indeed, he couldnfot but
hc surprased it the fuiness and tbe clearness of the accounit1
wibch shte gave ai ail that the doctor bad donc. The nuanut-
est detaîls af treatntent werc gaven ,; and sometamies the rea-
son, and thc resuit, almost as full as effectavely as tbcy werc i
written down, an a ietcer wibch band bcen sent bian by Dr.1
Thorne. To ibis letter he referred for a monment, and a3 be
foided it up. licsaid.-

,IThe cbild feu ainto gond ibands. Dr. Thorne is a skiifuli
doctor and a wase man. That as wcli seen an bas woiks and
bis words."

IIeYs,' saad Aliasoai. IlVoisa .rer rgbt there.'
She bail spokecn very .qriitly indgr.tvcly up It his tinte.c

Now the çolour çaîlie into hier chiecks, and hier eyes shone as1
she tvent on.c

I could neyer tell Vois ail bis gaadncss. At first bc
sceelied just tai wasl ta pleasc lus friend, Mrs. Esseimont. I
doubt whetber be lhad much hope of belping the cbild at flrst. 1
And tien lie toat. lap the case an ful earncst, for the sakze of!
science, or just for tue olcasure of seeing wbat wondcrfii
things skiil and patience could do for lelp and hecaling. But i
an a %%hile it %Vas flot j ust a case with him. N-e soon came f

tai lave lier dcariy. And nua wonder lie lovcd the gentle littie v
crcattare, aye patient and cheerful, and nuakmng the best of!t
evcrytbing, even wben tbcy hurt bier, or wcaried bier, witb i
this îling or that, as wbiles tbey hazi ta do. s'ot a child in 1
a thions;and wouici bave borne ail sbe lias conte :broîagli, ta,
bave beaith and strengtb at last. And flot a doctor an a tbou. l
saind couhd have brougbt lier tbraîîgh. I buope, sir, you wviil
excuse iny saying s0 miuch," saisi Alisuon, pausîng sud. v
denly, as site raaglit Ieioak iitb tvbach 1Poctor 1Flemling
was regarding licir.c

IlOh i ves. I1xnderstand tt'eU. And tben lbe opcned bas u
letter and Trcad a lune or two.9

Il it is a remarkable case altogether. The llasure I r
have takern asa ibas paad me ten times over for my own g
trouble." -

*1 ant surc ofilt," said Allison, spcaking low and cageriy.

"i cota i aver tell you ail bis kiîîdaîess. Yeta sec it tvas niot
just saving a life. ItL'vas a far greater tlîing titan tîtat. It
iwould not have been sa very sad a îlîing for a chuild like lier
ta have dicd, ta have been spared tue trouble iluat cotes inta
tic life o! even tue liappicst, tlaouglu many %votldbave
iiiissed bier soreiy. But sbe nuigbt bave iived long, and suf.
fcred murb, and gron tveary o! lier lufe. IL is froantlîhat that
siteliîas been savcd, ta ihappy days, and taseful. ItLtviii be
somctbing ta sec lier fathcr's face wbcn lais eves iigbtt upaau
hier. And the doctor speaks in carnest Micn lhe says hie ioak
picasuire in iiclping the cbild."

Doctor Fleming iooked op from hlis ieJtcr andi siiied, anid
tiun read a few wvoids more froni it.

"'Yeu will understand and believe tue iven I say that
lier fiintaîud gentle nurse bas donc motre for the ciid titani
I have donc. Waiîliout lier conîstant, ivise and ioving care, ail
cisc couid have avaiicd littie. .Sie is a wonian among a tlîou-
sand-a born nurse-P'"

Ailison iaugbed veîy softly, thouglu the tears came ta lier
eyes.

"i)id be say thatilHe is kirud. And 1 anu glati, becatase
if a time slîauid coule wben-"

And tlien sIte pauscd as site amet M\arjorac's wanderang
"ies. The doctor liait soaîuetbing ta say taeitie cld, but lac

dad not langer long. He had corne aviti the intention ialso of
bayang bometbing ta Allison of Brownrig's condition. But lac
could flot bring biaitscif ta do it.

" I will wait for a day or two, te sec botv it is like ta be
witb bim. He is flot in a fit state ta be moved, as the sight of
ber wouid bc iikely ta move bint. Anti even if knew bc wcrc
able ta bear ut. I couid not, by any wvords about luin, spoil bier
hîappy bome.coniing."

',A bappy honie-comîng " It %vas that tuui. Wbcn
tiîey came ta the mil, wbere tbc boeuses on thlat side ai
tue tawvn begin, 'Marjonie îvould huave Iiked ta) leave the gig,
witb %wbicb Robert had gorge ta mreet tîtenu, at the poinît wiuere
tbcy icft the mail coach, thiat ail tbc folk miglît sec that site
couid walk, and even run, '"llike other baîin's." Anti then
everybody wouid sec hoîv ivise ber fatiier and mother bad
been in seaidiiiglber away ta a good man's care. But Robert
lauglied at ber, and said there wouiti bc time enougb for ail
that mn tue days that trere conuang, and Allison bade ber tsait
till hier fatlîer and another miglît sec ber veîy fiist steps It
bomte.

The time of their bome-coming %vas knaw, and there ivere
pleîity of people ta sec thean as tbey passed down the strect.
Every wvindow and door sbotved a face ivhich smiled a wel-
Lamne ta tbechbld. As for 'Marionie she snuiied on tbeni ail,
and nodded and caiied out mnany a familiar namne, and there
wvere bappy tears ini lier eyes, and running down ber checks,
bef.re site made tue turn wvlicla broîagbr the mianse into ber
sagbt.

And tîten, when tbey stopped at tue door, lier fauber took
huer in bis amis, and carried lier into tbe parlour, wvhcre ber
motîter %vas waiting for ber, anti set ber on bier own little
cotacb, wbacb bad neyer heen remnovei ail this tame, and tben
tuiedoor n'as sbut. ]But not for very long-.

For there were aithe brothers waating ta sec berand
therewnas the littie sister,whvo,whven she ivent aivay, bad
been a tiny creattare in a long white !îock, wbom iMarjorie
loaîgcd ta sec. She was a littie làss of two, years non', rosy
and strong as any brother of aiaem ail. Site %vas in Allison's
arms wiuen the door vras opcned ta admît tbemn, and the
pieasant confusion that foiloived mnay bc amagined, for at cani-
net bc described.

That %vas but tbc bcginnang. During the ne.\t fewv day.%
auîany a one came ta the manse ta sec the littie maiden wbo,
bad suffcred so patiently, thîougb she ionged soe agerly ta be
strong and n'eu lilte the rest. And non' she wvas "'strong
and well," she told thern ah, anti tbe cager, smiling face %vas
Ilbonnier and sweeter than ever," lier admiriug friends
agrced.

And those tvbo couid net conte ta stec ber, she tvent ta Sec
arul Magge and the rest. The schooi mistress n'as conte

ta the end a!faIll ber troubles before tbis time, and was iying
It peace in the kirkyard. Sa were some others that Marjorie
misscd fronat te kirk and from the streets, but there n'as room
only for brie! sorron' in tbe beart of the cid.

In the course of a fcw davs Marjonie and Allison wcre in.
vîted ta drink rtea at 'Mrs. ecaton's, wbicb was a pleasure ta
tbem bath. Mas. Becatan read ta îhemn bits out of lber John's
hast letters, wbicb toid a good many interesting things about
Amenica, and about John bianseif, and about a friend of bis,
%vht n'as areil an'l happy therc. AMarjorieflstencd eagcrJy .and
asked many questions. Allisoat iistened in silence, gazing inta
ber aid friend's kindiy face itb nistful eyes.

That nigbt, wbhen the cbîld 'vas sleeping quîetly, Alison
came b4 ck, again ta bear more. There was flot mucb te bear
wbach Allîson had neot heard before, for ber brother wrate ta
bier regulanly non'. She had same tbings ta tell Jobn's nma-
ther wbicb she bad flot ieard fiorn ber son. ubaugb site migbt
h1ave guesscd somne of tbem. He badl toid ber of bis gnon'-
ing success in his business, and bc bad said enougb about
Willuc Bain ta makze at cean that tbey wvere gaod fnîends,
vbo, cared far ane another, ind bad belped anc another
trnough tbe rime .%ben tbey werc înaking the first doubtful
experinient of living as straitgcrs in a strange land. But
Wiliie luad told luis sisten of bis friend's succcss in ather
directions, and she gave the Amecricans credit for 1«kLenning a
good man wien tbey saw hbu."

"For," said Waillie, ilit is flot jSt an imaginatiann, or a
n'ay ai speakzing, ta say tbat in this land 'ai amen are fie
.and equal.' O! course there are aIl kinds af men -ricb and
paon, good, bad and indifferent-here as in other lands. Ail
aire net equa ian that sense, and ait are flot equally success-
ftil But cvcry mani bas a Ch-Ince henc. n'helher lic works
'vitît bis bcad or lais bands. And fn an can diaim a nigbr
tn be better titan bis ncigbbour, or ta have a bigbcr place
than another becauisq of huis family, or bis ftbher's wealuh.
IL is character, and intelligence, anad success in vvbat unc
bas undertaken ta do that bring hanour ta a mari here. At
least that is the way witb my fniend. If lhe cared for ail that
bc migbr bave pleasurnecnough, and fnicnds enaragl. He is
vcry quiet, and -ceps close ai bis work.

"«He bas been a good fniend ta me-better that, 1 cauld
even tell yeti, and uiotbing shall came bctween usta t sepamt
us, that 1 say and swear. Sonicuimes 1 thînk i1ivould hake tae
go back ta Grassie again, that 1 mîght gave myself a chance ta
ncdccm mvy character iliere. But stili 1 do net think I1 will ever
go. And se, Allie, the soaner yau can came the better. Thert
is suichy na danger now afccr rcanlv titre ycars."

(To bc con! intieil)

[Avius. 24th, t8S9.


