
I FP.IR'JARY 13th, 1889-]
pitiahle te excîmîde rom thern, even fer a seasen, amy w-be in
their zeal and love cannot scppress their testinieny te their
ue-focnd trcasure -the cld upostclic truth that Christians
are te be made "l partakers of the divine natcu-e," te the very
end that they may escape tile corruption cf the world rhrocgh
lusts 1 'Wlien our congregations are sa full cf cnholiness, ut
is cofortunate thart te ban cf the Chucmh sbocld even seem te
rest on thruse w-hon are sincerely " foloving after holiness '
iVhat of the veiled dishionesty cf ait kinds that se largely per-

r xadei business relations -the baink-stvindlers, politicai cor-
ruption, nevvspiper îînfirness, advcrtising lies, prefessional
untrtbs, social falseboods, oppression by emploers ? What

r cf the "ltrusts " and Il ornbines " 'vich have been fitly char-
) atcrized hy igli legai autiiority as Ilconspirau.y againsi the

1 public w-cal ? " What cf gross selfishness in ail phases cf
f life -of the indulgence cf camnaI passions? What cf the cruel

tongue cf the backbier, sctttering sorrows and deatb ? Are
any of these hings compatible wmith the divine commnand te

r "llove tlîy neiglîbour as thyscîf ? ' Do net ail these sins exist
1 among Preshyterian Chcrcliremers,-evcn among l'resby-

s terian ofice-bearers ? And do our ministers, as a rule, de-
! nounice these rying sins cf the day with the firmness and
1faitbfuîiness tîti are nccded ? Men thie Church cf Scotland

f wmas first constituted, everything that feil short cf the perfect
s law becamne the subject cf"l'discipline ! " Can ih be pretendled
e that the Chrtirch lays any such stress on boliness of

.1 ie now-? I would net have the most incensistent com-
municant exclcdcd rom the Lord's table, if penitent for

n past sin and sincerely desiroîs cf I" new- obedience." But
e there is a strong spirit cf unconscieus antinominian-

sim widely prevalent, which ii sapping the very life cf
oîîr Christianity ; and it will be a fatal mistakze if ocr

t Church shouid, bv any means, even appear taecmphasize
h mnere correctness cf theory, above love and faith and pcrity cf

heart and life "I speak as toaiise inen ; jmdge ye xvbat I

1 cannot heip adverting, in passing, te the inconsistency cf
ht condemning any Christian people for holding religieus meet-

ings at the saine ime with these appointed by the Kirk Ses-
csien. Has the Session a monopoly cf certain tirnes and seasons,
eand are their meetings an end or a means ? There may be
e manly circumrstances which miay make it expedient for church
Smembers te hold suîch additionai meetings, and certainiy one
eof these muight w-cl be found in holding meetings for the ne-

giected, xho are net usually focnd in cuir ordinary prayer
Smeetings. But whcn ne Charch Session wouid venture ta

interfere wih any member wbho hâd a bail or a card party at
is bouse on such etcnings, or ixho attended succ parties at

Lhose cf cîhers, and this ès ù.nsantly donc by Presbyterian
eCburch meinhers, scînctimes even at the bouses cf

cders ; lit ès inglarly inappropriate te flnd fauit wth
the religioucs meetings, wlich, if reai and earnest, could
only be for the true prespcrry oet he coogregation when-
Cicr and wherever leld? And when we see "tableaux

Svivants" and other entertainments for cbcrch purposes, se
frequently getten cp by cbcrcb members, iriès ne ime ta frown

von those whose zeal for the seuls of others may sometîmes re-
quière otlier channels than those provîdcd by the Session !
SWitli a mnass c' bcaýtlienibm ahroad and cf semîi-beathenîsm
at horne, our Chum.h bas sericus issues and serueus xork bc-
fore ber, for whimlî she needs ail ber stremgth. If she begîns

Ite waste it in theological bair-sp!itt ng on points wvhereon true
Christians sec diffculty ; if in a ime w'hen Chrîstians gener-

eally are bcginning ta seek after uniry by sinkîng miner dît-
terences, she begins te emphasize the points n wicb she df-

t fers rom others; if, above ail, before the keen eyes of a clear-
j sîghtcd and crîtical scepticisin, she appears te lay greater

stress on an intellectcai agreemnent witb a rigid schoiastic
Il orthodoxy " than on the manifestation of the "fruits cf the
Spirit," then she tan only eixpect te (ail miserably of fmliling
h er high mission, and te share the fte cf ubose who, w-en
weighed in the balance, are found waning !

A LAY PRxEslmiY1.RIAN.

A LETTE!? FROAf SCOTLAND.

A. EDITeR.-TiiE CANADA PRESIIYTERIAN cernes teous
at this aur ncw- home xith unvarying regulariry. litaiways
contains something interesting xc us who ived se long in Can-
ada. In a recent issue there %vas a vigerous and sensible
article rom the pen et Knoxonian, on the text, IIDr. Coch-
rane on Pews." In my judgment it was a tborocgbîy sensible
artice. The deacons and eiders cf ail your Canadian
Churches should read itf- and serîously consider the whlesome
counsel contained thercin. Io your issue of î2th December
last there was a letter by Helen Fairbairn with the bcadiog,
IlWhat is the Office of the Churcb Choir ? '»I sbouid like to
meet lier sea tat I cculd take lier band in mine -and tell ber
the ful extent et ir'- indorsation of ber views on the praise
question. I trust thar the good secd scattcred by ber througb
TuIE CAN %DA PREI]iYTERIAN vvili produce a gond crep. I
read wirh uiiqualified approval i 0 your number ef 5,,' December
last, the short but pirhy comments on the Gaît entire heluness
vicws. Let mie reproduce a fexv sentences, IlLet every man
who bolds thar he bas arained te entière sanctification ?rove it
by is ife .. ..... ne session, nor Presbytery, fier court
of any kind w-ut interfère with a persan for giving a prattical
living illustration cf ecoure sanctificatio. Ir is the theory cf
the thiog that causes se much trouble." Just se, those who
boid the entire sanctification view- rnay bc good-meaning peo-
pie, but they are only infants in spiritual cbemistry. An emin-
Cnt living preacher says in a disceurse on the perfection. cf the
seul inx this world, (Philipp. 3 : iç), "lThat the mneasuire of a
man'q ~erfecion here is the coosciousness cf bis imperfection."l

T HE CANADA PRESBYTERIAN.

earnestly striving afier holiness say-"'That bas been rny experi-
cnce." In Tua CANADA FIESFlVTEAN Of î2th Il>eMhCr
last Profcbsor 1NcLaren is rcported as siysîng :I-le fertrcd
the sloivness of Presbyterians to publicly claim their salvatîofl
by Christ weakens their intlucnce.' He is unqueqtionahly
right on fhis (Car; and the short editorial fouinded on hois .el
grounded anxity-I might say complaint-is poînteci and
Scrptural. A man who is uncertain of bus own standing as '.
Christian cannot, in thc vcry nature of things, be but a tinud
uninfluential, vacillating Christian ; God wants flot hearsay
ivitncsscs to testi(y for Hiim, but witnesses who know expert-
mentally wbereof they speak. The man wbio can stand top
and say, I know whorn 1 bave believeul and amn persuadI(ed
that He is able to keep against that day that whicb 1 bave
committed unto Hîm," is the man to bave power over other
men. Christ says, Il Ia man love Me bie wîiI keep Mly words,
and MNy 1Father will love him, «and We will corne tunto bim
and makze our abode witb im." 1 would suggcst, Flow could
sucb distinguisbed and transforming guests bc abîding in iny
soul wthout knowing it ? Ministers and otiher Christian
tcacbers must bave observed in their e.perence in dcaling
with experienced professors of religion and young converts,
two extremes-the former olten sbrinking fronm avowing piiblicly
that they have been born agaîn, and tbe latter wtb little orno
deep rlewn knowledge of the deceitfulness of the humnan heart,
flaunting before the world that they wcre saved at a certain
trne on a certain day. 1 amrnent going to dispute wth either,
but to my troid it would, in the case of the latter, bec vser te
reserve the flaunting until later on, when happily a consistent
Christian living wvould bc a better evidence of the sacrcd birtb
than bold words at the outset. Permit me to quete a few
sentenices from Dr. 'Marcus Dods on the l'arable of the Ten
Virgins hearing on the point. H-e says, Il àany of us feel jar-
red in spirit wben webcarconvcrts r:sîng ina confession-meet-
ing, one after another saying, 'I1 was saved last Wednesday
nigbt,' ' 1 was saved on the î-2th of March,' and so on. It is
neot that we do not believe tbem, that they are speakîng the
trutb, but that we know that tbey bave yet to be testcd by
life ; w-e rejoice with tbern because tbey have found their Sav-
icur ; w-e tremble for tbem because we knowv that they bave
yet to work out their own saivation througli years of tempia-
tien, aIl tbat their confession means is, that their lamp îs lit,
but bow long it wll burn is quite another question ....

in miany cases there is a lack of solemnîzed ccunting of the
cost, and a jubilation of spirit wbîcb would be more becoming
at the close of the long igbt than at its commencement."

0ur conduct in thîs most solemn matter very largely de-
pends upon circumstdnces and especially to training of cîr-
,.umstances. Tbe best e.xternal eîdence that a mnan or woman
is saved is flot mere asseveration of it, but holiness cf lofe. AI-
low me in conclusion to urge that every man professing te bc «i
disciple of Christ ougbt te he ready, in the honguage of Scrip-
ture, te give an answer te cvery man that asketb bim a reason
for the hope that is in bîm, wtb meekness and fear.

Fort Wtllain, Sco/and, jan. z2aq. D. C.

STRALVED RELATIONS.

MNR. EDIIOR,-As an onlooker and outsider, but yet as
one "seied wth the situation," I arn watcbîng with special
interest issue of wbat see<ns very strained rcl.îrjns be-
tween the Presbyterians of Strathclair and their own Presby-
tery.

The eiders and managers of that field bave a reputation
whîcb I amn sure entîtles tbem te somietbing different Irom the
cavalier treatment dealt out to them at a late meeting of Ires-
bytery. Strathclair is flot by an) means the onîy place that
bas a bone to pick; and Rev. Mir. ÀMvcKay, 1 cao assure bim,
bas the warm tbanks of many a congregation for taking up
the cudgels in defence of the rights of our Christian laity.
I suggest that one or two of our ecclesiastical friends may
try our patience somewbat toc niuch. Let them not forget
that in every neighbourhood there are other denomînations
wbo would îelcoiie our people and their petitiens îvth open
arms.

I sincerely trust no one iill attempt the perilous e'cpedient
of bringing on a reign of IlBourbonism » in 0cr Cburcb.

PRESIIYTERIAN MANAGER.

ON THE li ORRIBLE IN FICTION.

To speak of the horrible in fiction is at once te sugg eut
the naine of Mr. Rider Haggard, who as an inventer
of things repulsive and ghastly ocupie a very exalted
position indeed aoiong tho seneational writers of the liou.
No novelist of the presenit day bias been go muccl talked
about as Mr. Rider Haggard ; ne bocks have sold so fast
as hie, and no books, so far as we are aware., have yet
equalled hois in setting forth the cruelty and the thirst for
blood which is in man. One would almoat suppose that
their author wore not force frein the taint hiimsk-if, go gloat-
ingly does he delight in detaile of carnage uni horror and
forocity for their ow-n g-iastly sake. In massacre, cruelty,
and bloedy deatb Mr. Rider Haggard finde hie chiofest
jey. To hug men until their ribs crack and crunoch, te
torture them until they wither like enakes, te drive knives
right through their quivering bodies, te Split tbeir skulla
down te the "es with sharp steel, te crush the ife out of
them, te listen te the ickening crunching of their bonies
-te do and write of these thinge, and te linger fcndly over
the diegusting details, je Mr. Rider Haggard's great delight.
And te linger with hum ever these detaile je the joy of
many thousands of mon and wemen, ameng whom mMay bc
found net a few who dlaim te have geod taste and good
songe, and who blievo they are nlot without literary culti-
vation. We do net eay that Mr. Haggard's romances are
witheut iterary value, for hore and there are te bo found
deecriptions net lacking the charme of art and peetry.
But w-bre there is ne Simplicity, ne incority, ne dclicacy
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and sypnhatlîy ; whlerc' sound judgmnent is outraged, cuilti-
vaied tiuto jiot nt nauglît., and<lrtten l dîciînto cori-
spicueus b>- ite absence ; w-bore the hiniguuige îieed is ail
tee oftuainillegant and eveîî incorrect, and whîere the
wbuoeits peri aded by an iniagination iit onlce iuiorbid(land
senpnual -w liera thicsu faults and (lisligureiwit gînro at
euje frein page after pange, wo fuil te ee riait iiîuclî reiains
te intermmt id aumusme aiîyone of intellectual tates or cf
healhly immd.

rhiat the chs et novel rentiers, yclept Iby a rerelit
writer thl''ail gulpitig,'' sbeild fiîid soute eiîttertiiiiiiît
ani relaxation iniNlr. Rider llggards aluuglitîr iutt,,
style et iction , tiîat lisin uorbid iîeie of Cxiht.tt-~, biu
agnoBtic anud pseui(o philosophie rellm'ctionm slmuld liatte a
certain fascination for tlîeir jaded iiîiiiîds,' we cani in a
îiiîeaure îndertand But whîat we cuitnet umuêl r.%taiiîd i8
tlie praise aind epprecimition bis works hiave met witlm
ainoiig people whli profems te n.lor the Il Penny I)rendiul
style' cf literatuire, and te deprecate the llacardii ef deîîd
wails with tiientrical pictures illustrating scenes cf violcne
anid blood.hed, anîd tie circulation ef paper.4 after the
type cf the Plice News and tho ~iirdrerq' Ormi mCide.

Mr. Rider 1laggard iii a clever mani. No cie cati deîy
that. He ktîow8 w-cil whlat tîme peplei waiit. le righîtly
gaugcs the popular taste. And se dopa tîhe newîiboy.
IIow eaierly the urciîin cries uloud li the streets the
latest clicc bit ef villai n'yamnd blackigcardistn vicb lie
sees bet forth in his pupers iii hcaded type ! For niaaîy
iindlmmtiiere is a deadly attraction in tiigaideouu, muid

in the laugliter an(l curses efthte (lamined ; and te tîis it
lias been ?Mr. Rider laggnrd'a bigh mission te iiiiiister
w-tb unparailed succe8s. M8s pages fairiy drip %vithli hlood.
Nearly every bookklho lias iritten is a cariival cf crîielty
and crime. Werc the scolies cf carnage anid Iorror- printed
iii letters cf red, tlîo renîuining letters cf black wvoulci
appear as few and is far between as deo the cases in (lie
l)esert of Sahiara. Te give extractu frein thîese creationm cf
Mr. I-Iiggard's distorted and gieoiy imination, in order
te substamtiate the present charges, is net possible in ttîe
space at our disposaI. But extract.s are net needed. Hîs
iiethods and iiiedîiaism arc toc w-il known te necd illums-
tration. lus caverns, and tombs, and de.serted citie% ;
lus tantastie, preterîatural i michinry, se Il lunîbering anui
creaky II ;bis iionstrositics se -"crudcly nionstreus " ; lits
skuils auid bones aînd corpes-aro they net as fainiliar te
us as our A B C'a 1

Mr. Rider Haggmu-d's popularity inay bo on the Nvane,
but lis past ruinarkable 8uccest; shows that lia lias accur-
atoiy gmugcd the tasteocf a large section cf tie rc'adisiig
public Noxelty, and tlîe reatetion igainst tîhe aftu-riuuu
tea echool of fition, w-cre ne doubt facters iin the uscccî'ss
cf his books , Lat the sumptueus display of all tlîat appeals
te the manimial nature, tise full and freu gratification cf the
nîorbid taste for the uneartlhy and thoelierriblel-lierein,
w- feri, lies tie reai secret cf Mr. Rider Higgard's success.
He lias lately abandoned lus startling ani narrcw'ing
inthods, and new writes clothed and in lus rigit nind, as
it wpmr; andi it renhains te bo seen whletîmer ini abandening
bis pectliar methods be will in tînue ho ahandened by bis
sensation-loving admirera. qe fir bis most ;idelv read
and popular productionîs bave been tîmose abounding tlîe
inst extravagan tly in acts and scuines calculated te gratity

anîd panîper this tasto for the horrible. la this a w-rthy
objcct fer the wvriter cf fiction te aixu unt 1iNLr. Rider
Ha-gard is onîy cete aneng many novolist whobeaim i R
titis, but ho je the inoat notable example, and for thait
reasoî w-e single hinu eut. People like te read and hîuar
about the extreines ef ickedness. They wili pay, and
pay w-cl, for the privilege cf reading about the dark aîid
cruel deeda cf tlueir feiîow nmen. No'vspaper-isen receg-
nuie tlîis fact and take every advantaguofe it. The niomt.
is madu cf cveî-y bit cf depravity whieli conties iin thoîr
way. Do net the papers seli the nîcre quîckly 7 Now tlhe
novelist wantta bis books te selI quickly. Mlucb tenîpted
is lie, tiierefore, te say te hiniseif, "lThe people liko sousa-
tien. Thoy pay w-cil for it. 1 w-dl give themîî senisation."
It is w-cil for fiction and literature gonerally Oiat tItis
temptatien la net aiwaye yiclded te.

The pint et view- frein which w-o regard fiction is
neither that et the prude nor that cf the puritan. \Ve
hohd that the pruiary cbject cf thie nevel is te amuse. I ts
cilice is neitlier te teach ner te preacli. But îvhilst wi,
înay look askance t the didactie nove1 and the novel with
a purposo, and, in short, at ail novels in which art is
sacriflced te the setting forth et opinions and view-a
supposed by the author te heofe spiritual or moral edîica-
tion-whil8t w-e îay look amkance, wve say, at suchi nevels,
w-e yet hold that if the emntiena and tlîoughts excited by a
novel do net tend te elevato they must at east net tend
te dehaso the nind 'rThe nmot ardent admirera c£ 'Mr.
Rider ±-aggard's nevels cannot dlaim that their tone is
elevating;- and how can tlieir effect bo negative wlîen tlîey
appeal, as tlîey burely de, te a taste thiotvcry opposite cf
elevating, a t:iste hotu mnorally and spirituaily stultifyîng I
It is the prevalence of titis ta8te whiuh w-e deplore mocre
even titan the bocks whichi serve te paxnpe.r it-the taste
w-lich ci-avecs such meorsols te feast upon as are afferded by
the recent Whitechapel niurders, the taste adicli crayon
for every particuhar cc-cerning thie ast heurs cf criminalb,
the details cf blody prize flghts, the aw'ful corruptions
of the humnan heart and mndý

Tliese w-ho ainister te thi8 depraved and morhid tasto ,
those whcse jey it is te lay haro ail thiat is most revoiting
in human lite, ail that is darkest, blackcst in mun-thc'so
are they who ebeuid ho shucnnêd as w-e weuld ebun the
deadliest pestilence. Their w-aye are net the ways cf
wiedenu and ligbt, nither are their depdhm the desedu et the
brave and the true.-Carier Troop, in The JVeek.


