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PHARISAIC LEA VEN

~:'aPharisce is se well and so frequentiy described
lutthe New Testament that everyone is familiar witb

principal characteristics. To ail outward appear-
*'*ice hie was anc of tbe most decorous and weii-

ýSbaved men in the communit>'. Had public meet-
j" 4S and popular institutions been cammon in his day,

*~ as Just the man wbo could impart dignit>' and re-
'P4,ectabilit>' ta almost any public assemblage by

ýýÇi'1 -sding over it. He would bave been chosen a
'ý-%Mber of ever>' cammittee for whicb he could spare

StUlle. When great occasions arrived, bis namne
*Ild bave been chronicled among the distinguisbed

broS npresent, bad newspapers been published in
'Jt"IIsalem in those days. To outward view bis InuIts
. Wre b>' no means conspicuans, but bie was far from

"iultless, as the words of Him wbo knows wbat is in
<'flnake abundant>' plain.
Trhe Pharisce is not yet extinct. Tbe arder of

thiiigs in wbicb be se conspicuously movcd bas long
4liCe Passe.d away, but he survives. Palestine is not

1OnI>' habitation, nar is be found exclusively amang
SJewisb race. Pbarisaism is not confined ta reli-

',eous life, tbough it bas been cbiefiy associated witb
411di in that connection bas become most familiar.

IPervades ever>' manifestation of buman activity.
There is sch a persan as tbe political Pbarisee, and
kt 18 quite as decorous, duIl and repellant as bis reli-

ýO3Cangener. He affects ta believe, and possibl>'
Persuiades bimsclf into- the belief that ail virtue and
Coodlless and bonesty belong ta bis part>' and ta bim-

~OfPre-emînent>', wbile these excellencies are-not dis-
celible in the leaders or among the ranks of the
0ý'ppositc part>'. If there is tbepolitical Pbarisee there

eSs() the political Sadducee, who frequentl>' in the
tkaring of bis neighbours maintains that there is no

'uhthing as bonest politics, that bath parties are
~'0 bad. That is one of bis profiles ; when he turns

PÏt Other the resemblance to the Pharisee is rather
~tiîg He means You ta understand that be is

~ttY, superiar ta bis neighbours of bath ' arties, that
Cldnot condescend ta be identified with cither.

t1Social life the Pharisec is b>' no means a com-
_!ara?e stranger. Several discerning and kecn-witted

tcvrs profess te sec it in the ver>' ways and work
«-What is known b>' the distinctive name of saciet>',

>Il its arti ficialit>', its rigarous code of observances,
Pretence, its exclusiveness, and its beartlessness.

even hold the opinion that tiiere are rare lead-
Oi f fashion wha would sooner violate the moral law

tlube gui It> of an offence against social etiquette.
le>'t are, bowever, in the main good citizens, and on

~tOcasions conduct tbcmsclves with becoming
ldPraiseworth>' prapriet>'. An overwcening sense

-«tbeir own excellence and importance need net be
4OtVerelY resented ; it can witbout difficult>' be casil>'

'ý.f40tlooked. Sa careful is the social Pharisce of bis
n ~dfamne that bie rarel>' risks bringing it inta disre-

%e ~; yet he is human, and liable ta err. Men of
%ial eminence and standing bave been known, in

tiOrunguarded moments, ta canduct themselves
foo"li> and tbereby bring them into intimate rela-
04 Witbi the guardians of law and order. To save a

0ldand bonaured famil>' name from, the stigma
'uc nwortby behaviaur would attach ta it the>' have
a% lcnown, on the spur of the moment, temporaril>'

And~ 8elf-denyingly ta assume the familiar cognomen
«. Oiie ather citizen.

>Ti10 literar>' Pharisce is net altagether unknown.
''u passages could be culled from th~e writings of

envOr> meritoriaus authors that would fuIl>' jus-
laim the>' migbt bave ta the Pbarisaic

eharacter- No anc wauld think of accusing By'ron
M11IUakiin pretensians ta moral excellence or reli-

ý!OSzeal, but in grivingr paetic relief ta bisc feeàlings:
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OUR YOUNG FOLKS AND THE NURSERY. (Bos-

ton: Tbe Russel Publisbing Co.)-As usual, this
bright and attractive juvenile monthi>' for the little
folks is filied with good and suitable reading with fine
illustrations.

THE PEARL 0F DAYs. (New York: Wilbur B.
Ketcbum.)-This monthi>' is designed ta pramote
Christian Sabbath Observance, and its contents
are admirabl>' fitted for the purpose. In the number
for this montb there is an article by the Rev. John
Mord>', of Niagara Falls.

THE TREASURY FOR PASTOR AND PEOPLE. (New
York: E. B. Treat.)-Tbe September number of this
admirable magazine is an excellent one. It is unde-
nominationai and tharaughly evangelical. The por-
trait of Dr. W. R. Huntington, rectar af Grace
Cburch, New York City, forms the frontispicce, and
bis sermon an "The Christian Name df God " is the
flrst article, whicb is foilowed by anc an "The Ser-
vice of Goodness," b>' Professor E. V. Gerbart, D.D.,
and by an IlExpositor>' Lecture on Believers' Son-

shpAttested b>' tbe Spirit," by Principal J. M. King,
D.D. The "'Leading Thougbts af Sermons" are ver>'
suggestive. And the articles on "lStudies in Cburcb
Histary," b>' Rev. A. Gardner; "The World's Mis-
sionar>' Conference,» by Dr. Gideon Draper; IlChris-
tian Unit>' and Co-operation," by Dr. Judsan Smith;
"Unconsciaus Cbristianity,",by Dr. John H. Barrowsl;
"Tbe Sang of Solamon," by Dr. A. Moment;
'Hearing and Heeding the Word," by Professor

Hunt; IlThe Power of Social Life in the Church-
Strength in Weakness," by Dr. Maciaren ; I"Jere.
miab and the Princesses af Judab," by Dr. C. S.
Robinson, and IlThe Bible in P'ublic Schools," are
eacb full of notewortby ideas. Pastors will find
IlSomne Dan'ts in the Pulpit," b>' Rev. S. A. Northrop,
words in season. "The Prayer Meeting TagI" b>'
Rev. J. Gý,, Haigb; The Letter froin Tarsus," b>'
Rev. J. H. Jenanyan ; and "lPalestine," b>' J. L.
Hurlburt, D.D., with Dr. Moment's IlLight on the
International Lessons,» are belpful. 'The usual de-
partments are full-of good things.
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appellation is bandied about witbaut mucb justice or
discrimination. It cames witb great rcadiness ta
the tangue. It is far casier ta apply ta anather an
odiaus epithet, mare or less descriptive, tban it is ta
make a just and approximate estimate of a complex
character. Thus it bappens that a dulI, prasaic, well-
meaning individual who is tboroughl>' sincere, and
who bas no thougbt of exalting himself as a ver>'
superiar persan, ma>' incur in some minds the suspic-
ion that lie is consciausi>' or unconsciousl>' pla>'ing
the Pharisce. There is a strang tendency ta describe
a persan who is zealous and active in réligious pro-
fession and work as given ta scif-rigbteous exalta-
tion, and that not anly b>' those wbo scek an excuse
for their awn failures, but b>' those wba ougbt ta know
better. Formalism is a pawerful factor in the de-
velopment of Pharisaism. Tuie power of outward
example is good sa far as it goes, but it is limited.
It is nat in itself an evidence of bealtby spiritual
life, oni>' a veil that but badl>' serves ta conceal
spiritual inanition. When the mere farmalist begins
ta dlaim, b>' word or act, a moral and spiritual super-
iorit>' over the modest and unassuming, bie bas be-
gun ta blossam out into the present-da>' Pharisce.
He soon reaches the stage wben mast people sec
written on bis phylacter>', " Stand b>' th>'self, for I
am bolier than thou." When the prapagatars of some
particular religiaus theor>' affect ta look down upon
those wbo do nat sec things exacti>' in tbe same
plane with theni, and cast suspicion on their sincerit>'
and moatives, you sec a manifest approach ta the
pbarisaic spirit wbich, from the nature of the case, is
unlavely and repellant.

The germs of pbarisaism are latent in the buman
beart. The conditions for their development arc
everywhere. If nat guarded against, this cvii will
soon acquire life and strengtb. The cultivation of
a charitable and meek spirit will belp ta conquer
the tcndenc>' ta spiritual pride and arrogant self-ex-
altation. ,Above aIl the contemplation of the life and
spirit of the Meek and Lowly One will help us ta
attain the ornament af a meek and quiet spirit, wbich
is the fartbest remove from the baastful self-assertion
of the unlovel>' Pharisee.
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THE MÎSSIONA R Y WORLD.

CRINESE LETTER.

Dr. Huniter Corbett, who visited Canada a littie
over a year ago, writes from Cbefoo, China, as fol-
lows

Our t'heological class is now in session, and I arn
kept Sa busy, I find littie time for letter-writing'.
Dr. Nevius bas Tbeology. Church Government and
Pastoral Theology fail te me. Our fine young men
of superior intellect and good education are deeply
interested in their studies, and give promise of great
usefulness. They are now in their last term. Soin.
of them are excellent speakers and clear wri.ters.
~Pray that a great multitude whom God will own may
soon be provided for this destitute land. We must
have a great number of lay preachers, but also a
number of tboroughly educated and consecrated men
to be put in responsible positions,_ and wbo can train
others, are to be prayed for.

I arn just back from the class. The joy of being
permitted to assist in the training of godl>' young
men wbo are anxious to more fully qualify thema-
selves for preaching the Gospel, is beyond the power
of words to express. These men ail know that if
they would accept, there are positions% open ta thein
where tbey would receive good-salaries, such as they
have no hope of ever receiving in the ministry. One
man left a position of banour where he was receiv-
ing $14 per montb, and accepted $5 per month as a
preacher. Some years ago a young manriin the in-
terior became an earnest Christian. His wife died,
and baving no one but himself ta support,ý he spent
much of bis time in going frorn village to village ta
tell of bis precious Saviour. At anc village he heard
of a case that greatl>' awakened bis sympathies. A«
girl had an attack of smallpox, and lost ber sight.
The family into whicb she had as a cbild been be-
trotbed, hearing of it, sent word the>' would break
the betrothment. In Chinese Iaws this is as binding.
as marriage. The parents of the blind girl iwere
angry and dreaded the thought of having for. life to,
support bier. So they begged ber to jump into the
weli and thus end ber useless ie, as tbey regarded
it. This Christian man visited the famil>'. He
finally told the girl tbat be was a Christian, and
greaily bated by many of the beathen, that he alsa had
a ver>' homely face, but if she would promise to stud>'
the trutb and marry birn be would do bis utmost
ta, be eyes ta ber, and make ber life joyful. They
were married, and sbe becarne an intelligent, happy
Christian. Sbe often goes witb bier husband, and
wbile be is talking to tbe men on the street under the
trees, she is freely admitted into the homes of the'
people and tells the women and cbildren wbat 'Jeis
did for ber, of ber hope after deatb, and pleads with
them ta believe and be saved. God blesses their
humble labours. I bave no doubt tbey will reap at
last a rich reward. Ten years ago the Presbyterian
Synod of China met at Hang Chow. A very wealtby
man invited the Synod ta visit bis new and costly
mansion. The ladies of aur part>' were admitted
inta lbis harem. They saw twenty, of bis wives from,
eighteen ta sixty years of age. Each had a suite of
raoms. One of the yaung women wept and seemed
in the greatest agon>'. Her feet, bad flot been baund
tigbtly enougb wben a chiid, and the>' were re-bound
ta reduce tbem ta a suitable size for a ladies' foot I
recent>' learned that this ricb man invested heavil>' in
satins and silks, and [ast bis fortune, and died a bro-
ken-hearted bankrupt. Meantime ho gave $i,oo
eacb ta sixteen of bifs wives, and sent them ta their
relatives or aid homes. In tbe famine Of 1877# thils
man sent a shipload of rice ta the famisbing. His
countrymen reggrded him as upright and generous.

A late paper tells of the selection af four Young
maidens for concubines for the young Emperor of
China. Is it nat sad that in this day of Gospel ligbt
tbe bead of tbe nation should act as war.dnma2,000w


