
rHE CANADA PRESJ3VTERIAN,
- PUI3LISIIED DYV Till: -

Presbyterian Printing and Publishing Compny
(C. RIACKRrt NOBIisox),

AT 5 JORDAN STREET, - TORONTO.

TIRMIS: $2 lier ssnnurn, in advance
AODVEISTIINlG 3FRS.-ne minth%. Q oeil.. pr linr

S-r instrtion; l month%.$si per fine:. 6 (neinîh%, i Sc per lino: i ve.-i
sa ~. No a-Ivrsemîent îharitei ai le'. than fise lines. NnSie othe'
S.1 a'biecinabe adreai.ementq larin

EASTERN GENERAL AGENT.
aitx NVAuIr.R REiRR-fur mai) yrir an ,e-ieis

01 ni Cliurcl-is îhc duly aiiirzdaetfor TfF CANAvAî
PRnsflVTsRIAN. lie wiil colkel tiutçir.tiîing aceItflîs, inti
takemes f ncw sîi's.crslberp. I ricnd' arc snvîîctilu gt
any assi-lancc in tîseir power i NMr. Kerr in ail Ille congr,
gations lie nsay visit.

'foRoNTo, wEiiNE.si>AV, utNi ti i8

TIIE nsierbersipi of flic Amrcrican Ilrcsbytcrîaîsl
Churcis as 68oooo. *riie additions labt ycar %%tic
Sî,47<>-52,578 bV examînation and 2S,gtj I)v
certifhcate. ___________

TuEF Amcrican Presbyîerian Chiurch hoids its Cen-
tenssîni next year ti Fliia(tteiliia. aasd part ni the
celebaration ob tu raise a minshsin duîî.îrb for flic Ageit
-and littirit .Minaisters 1I ailla. And nost. just eleven
mondas froni that Lentenngial ocetct>ratitin. wce predct
the million wviii be iortlicoring.

TiIl Permanent Coni iîttte on leiperance liait
thse foiiowving suggestive ar.i tîmicly sentence in theur
report at flic Oimahia Assemhly:

Tisat it is îlsrir titan convictiusi that ail struggies mde fur
righîcuvu.ncs ucuive stau !sttutigest lrnpuibe laun i ii Lm
(suspetC n.îuibîerae b> ticii. tamuical.

Exactly, and a so.called temperance reformner who
nçither accepts the living Goàpel nor attends tlîc
living Lliurch as net liket) tu bc± aaniatcUl by very
good msotives. A man %%iio cases notlsing fur the Cod
above haim lins no reai regard for die viellare of tise
men around hanm.

IF the Generali AçSseîbly dccided te meet in one
place, it h; flot at aîl imiprobabsle that flic Ircsbyterians
of liat place wouid soora erec* an Asbeir bly hall witls
suitable offlices for tile officiaIs of file Churcis. Ti. is
wvouid bc a -reat convenaience flot only ai Assembly
tirae, but ail the year round. A cihds nfot tice best
k-ind of building for a large deliberative body
do business in. Soine churcises are tile iery %toast
kind. 'fhe>' arc se constructed tîsat it as simply im-
possible to hear a anan speak fromi certain points. It
rnay be asked wvhat cit% bas I'rcsbytcrîan people tha,
wotîld build an Assernbly hall ? The answer is easy
-any city in which tile Assensbly is likely te mecet
permsanently. The Presbytcriaîss of Montreal, King-
stons, Toronto or Htamilton nulud build a hall il stiourn
that it was tiseir duty so te id..

IF the Assembiy met in one place tise biileting
sysiemn wouid soon corne te ani end, and tice sonner it
cornes te an end the better. In any large city, at
least haif tlie members would have homes waiting for
them. In a city tisat has a coliege in il, more than
haîf the members weuld have homes ready for îlîesss.
Probabiy two-thirds of tise i>rcsbyterian minaisters of
Western Ontario have friends in Toronto, witli wlioin
they %vouid stay as a matter cf course. The saine is
ne doubt - of tIse localîties aroundc Monîreai and
Kingston. A minister tlw.iys lias any number of
friends si tte, city in uichi lie attendedi college. In
a few years it would *îot 'oe necessar, te billet any
ane or nt ieast very few. Mis alenc -eould be a great
srnproverneast. There is lie douts pnt tise bîllcting
systeai as becoming increasingly distasteful te both
residents ansd visitors. Even pseople wio, " faike a
minister," or eider, someatimecs do so, flot because tliîy
,,vant him, but because tiîey do flot lîke te refusse.&

LET those Presbyterians who think tisat our M,\etho-
dist friçsids. have nmore regard for tlie constitutcd au-
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thorities of t1icir Chîsreis tian Prcsbytcrians have for
tlicirs, is:ecitate op this illustration. For cieven
years ailler tise union af 185 an agitation %vas kepî
up for tise union cf sorne cf etîr theological colleges.
It %vis discîisscd in the press and in tise Chiurcis
courts frons every conceivabie peint cf viewv. At iast
a ceînrit'e of reprcsentative men was appointed
%vitls one cf tise ablest eiders in tise Clhurcis as Con-
%-cier Tisey wrcstied witls tise probicrn for a year,
:und finally disagrecd on their own report. Tise
(;cneral Assensibly then took the question up, set
npart a special day for tlsseslsing it out, the coliege isen
nisd ail îîersonally intcrcsted wiselystood aiside,anl case
tif flisc livciiest debates eser hecard in the Chstrcis took
pslace. TIse Asseibly decided that lsot-evcr debir-
able union i mglit lie, il was net practîcable, and
ztsked das tile agitation cease Fresîs tisat day e,)wis
te tIse pîrescrit ive have net lisard a Word about union
<if tise colleges. l'ise peopsle let tise mnalter drop at
illire N ine, îioîsths ago, tise General C:onfe-ence aie.
cuded, afier aisticli discussion, te entes list Federation
S-ysteni. and isove Victoria to Toronsto. If is ne
secret tisat opposition te flic judgaiscît of tise Con-
ference lisnever ce.seti. I timay nethave been very
pronotinced, but it lias cxi5ted, andi is none tise less
opposition because it takes tIse forni af a prediction
that tise monev can't bc raised. When a Mý%etlied-st,
or any atiier msan, prpdicts tîsat money cannot bc
raised for any good purpese, hie izener.tily falîs iromi
grace long enougi te try te lullil isis ovn prediction.

SoîL iigh-toned loyers of oaperatic singing in
cisurcli must !ý.îvc been seriousiy înterfcring witis aur
friend af tIse Itiinr, for lie cries out in Ihîs tvay.

Is titis tealiy a satîsfactonly face country' allcr ail ? Or
ate ive msore or lrss àlaves? A mian ought to (and libierty ins
a Iloîe3tant Churcli. îBot docs lic ? If hc thinles he isas
found it i>y unaitng %vitlatIse Churcis, let haim try te do sanie
prescrsbecit hargs in the best way hae can, and be cuieloftbth
Si lussun. ,\fier reading the divine iasîunctî-in, *Let ail thse

pep raise I*hce," let imrn tu tey st and sang in tlia
Chuiacîs-wilh lise spiii, if hie can't o tl witisthe inder.
standing. l le may nmalte melody in lais own lacart unto the
Lord, taut lit: mii icubautsatic punclitd in theribs,and scowted
sipon l'y bis ncighWiurs. tamtil lie is furcer! le gave eip the ex-
eteîse, or lie tuuîied eut ef churcs lapon a charge of aggra-
vated disorriciy conduct. Ard then hae inqlutres in a nician-
chuiy lune if that as the libserty te bc expecia ro the tccoin.
munwealrh and the Chuicis of Christ. Must a mans who
wanis le ubey Uer! by praising i lin- with song lie cbliged le
go ie lihe wocis or the desci lu <le il?

No, brother, dont 'go ite tise iveods around Chsicago
whlen you want te sing. Came right ever hetre ta Can-
ada.L Thîis is ".a satssfacterily free country " in tise
msister ai singing. Here we coax people to sang in
cisurch, and argue witls theim te cenvînce tiseni tlint
they oauglit te ssng in chssrcis, and use varnous means
te praitiete congregatianal singing. Cerne aver isere,
brother, whsien you want "a gond old-fashioned sing."
Whether your vaîce is bass or baritone er tener, yOa
*Viii get a wvaran wcom)te. You may careeS up ansd
dewn the scale. If > au cannet make a loaid noise
skilfully yeu niy just make i ioud. Neyer tisink
cf goîng mmtrise flceods or eut on tise lue prairie
wlien you want te sang.

Pli F I? flULA TJNAG CI RCH COURTS.

Tiii. rime tviil scon carne, if it bas net alreidy corne,
wl-en it nil] be proper te discuss the pcrambuiating
systean tander w'isicis our Synads ansd General As.
sembly hoîr! tiseir annual meetings. Tise Assembly
linrs niet in Halifax ; it is ne'v in session in WVinnipeg ;
it lias met in every large city betwveen tisese extrerne
peints. Practical inen are bcginning ta ask if it is net
about time that tise supreme court had begun te hold
ils nseetings at one or twe peints as sitar the centre cf
tîsis long country -as possible. The question will bear
discussion.

We are quite aware that a good deal cati be said
in faveur of the prescrit system. A meeting of the
supreme ccurt is a matter cf considerable interest
te arsy city. It gives Presbyterianisrn a lift
in tise locality in wlisie-t the court meets. It im-
presses our people wit!i tise digssity, ability and in-
fluence of tieir Clsurch. !* dues ail tisis, antd a great
deal mare, and yet the question carnes up. WVeuld it
net premete, in a greater degree, tise interest of thse
Cisurcls asa 'who/e te ineet annutaliy at seme central
paint?

Wlten tlise union a? '75 taok place, tisere were suant
teasons in faveur cf thse pert"sbuiatîng systemr which
cannot bc urged wvith se mucis force now. Marly ni
our Eastern friessds lad neyer been in tise West, anîd
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il ias tise most reasoîsable tiîing in tIse world tiant
tlsey slsauid desire ta sec Ontario. Fcw Ontario men
lsad visiteil tise Maritipie Provmnces, and tisey wisised
ta go ta thc scaboard, and have a good look at nien
and tisingn ziîawn by lise sen. AIl dasis as pretty Weil,
even now. Our Maritime friessds have came Wecst,
tIsey have seen Onstario, visitcd Niagara Falls, and
are now ia Wiînnipeg, wltîcli is proabably as far West
as many of thens care te go. WVesterns men have gene
East, hsave seen Hlalifax and Et. Jolin, hsave sniffcd
tise sert aur and enînoyed the Itixuries of Maritime
linstaitality. Sn fair asý lisosptauty is concer net%, thtee
%.etsld bc no better ting than te nect in Halifax or
lit. John ever> year. Tlsc fricnds dowss tlierc enter-
tain raglît royaily, anti tise enly sa day a visiter ever
secs in eîther of tIsese cuises as tlie dalyhe icaves. 13ot
tIse Genceral Assesssbly docs nlot meet solely finit tise
nicisîbers may enajoy thisies. It sîseels ta dis-
charge înost imsportanst duties anti tie question cornes
tip . Couir! not thiese dulties, bc msore efricsentiy dis-
chargeai, if tise Stiprense Court nsct at sortie central1
point wherc ail tise isîemb.rs couli attend svîti tIse
misnimums of inconven--nce aurd expense ?

i>robably more cotîld be salad in faveur cf mseeting
in Wiunnipeg îlsaîý couir! bc tirge! in faveur of meet-
ing at an>' point se far away fraut tise centre of our
population. 'Fli last Generai As Nembly evidently
iliseuglit it a gooci thing te sîscet in tise Manitoba
Capital. WNiinîpeg carrier! by a censîderable ina.
îorîty, and a motion te recensider failer! ta carry.
There was ne diffculty last Mlardi ins fiding Presby-
sers svisa vert apparently wilîing te taike commis.
suons, but at subsequcat meetings ai Presbytery,
resignations carne in lîkze a slsower, and a goond nurn-
ber, we understand, who lcd comssioens, faiicd te
go attise ast moîseni. Tiiereatsans ishy nsny. cîtier
resignsed or failer! te attend might be condenscd into
very few %vords iack cf tirne and mAney. The plain
isard faci is tisat, no malter hew enthusiastically a
Central. Asseîssbly i-nay vote for Winnipeg, or any
etiser place at one side of our population, wisen
next june ceisies round tIse average carnîissiener
cantnt afford te spend tisree wveeks, and fiemr $5o la
$ton, on a meeting of tie Stipreme Court.

IND1IDUAI.IT}' IN CH-RISTIAN WYORK.

TIE great werk cf Foreigni Missionary enterprise has
in hesse days received a migisty impulse. Ncver since
the apostelic rage has tise Churcli risen te a sense of
its responsibiiities, in relation ta thse binding nature cf
our Lord's parting commsand. The heart ai tise
Cîsircis is toucised more deeply tisai ever to feel for
tise perishWsg in Iseatisen lands. A greater interest
is feit, and tise progress ai tise werk is watcised villa
nmere in:ensity, tise mission treasury is receiving more
liberal contributions, and yetsng people in larger rassi-.
bers are consecrating theinselves (for the service of
tise Gespel ameng tise heatisen. TIse Cisurciss hope
and prayer is tisat this woark may-tg an deepening
and extending unts]ftic glorieus prousises of Scripture
are rclzewhen thse who'ie caîtis shall be fleri
%villa tise glory of tise Lord.

TIse ne iess great werk of Home Evangelization îs
aise an ever pressing necessity. Tise tîsîngs tliant re-
main must ever be stren guisened. Every generation
lias. its own special work assigned. However diversu-
led tise conditions, tisere must be a constant holding
fortîh tise Word of Life. TIse Lard's command as
te go inte ail] the sverid and preacis tise Gospel ta
every cricature. The wvork is one and tise aura is one,
tisat fer Goa's glory, seuls mazy be brougist inte !iving
and savîng relations witis jesus Christ. Tise Gospel
bas te deai v,ist tise disintegrating forces, now ail teci
visible in ail large centres of î:opulation. There are
influences at work. wîticî do asot înake for rigisteous.
ness, setting class agaiast class, filling rnen's hearts
%visl anxiety and appreisension. Tise rnigitiest of aIl
forces for mitigating tie social and industrial con.
flict is tise Gospel of peace and gond will ta men.
Subsidiary influences are valuable in theirl place,
bot as a soivent fer. hurnan misery and discantent
tisere is none like tise Gospel. Important as ather
remedies may be, tlsey are inadequat, because tisey
cannot do the work which canly tihe Gospel can du.
Naw, as un apostalic days, tise heralds ai tise cross,
wisetiser their field of labour be an tise plains cf India,
ameng tise lapsed masses in tise cvergrawn city, tise
quiet country village or ia tise remote Canadian seutle-
mer L, must feci tise burdea as didi Paul wisen he said,
Ne.cessîty is laid tipon me ; yea, wee is me if I


