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founded iii s87s, luit il is oui)' ilree years siolice the
thecological faculty wvas cstabuishiet. 'lucre are thrce
regular îrotessors 'anid a considerable mnoieireof stuci-
cls. Tîte college blas goocd new buildings, andI the
fininciai position lbas greatly iniproec duîring tht
pist yeir or two. lit nîmîiber of studrenîs in the
theologicai classes is increasttng, ani te college pro-
mises 10 bic of s'ast service la lte Llîuirchi nte Narth-
%Vest.

il. hi c»us/lgiifinie
Tht aswer gencorally givcn in lhtîs question is,

INo, flot at presenti. niis %vas% Ile colissits ot opinioni
c.spressed at the fast Asseibly. Evei tdanse idmo arc
niost andous for consolidation frecy aic-novle'lge thc
grave difficulties [n te îray, -.ani coîîfess tliat tilcy ean-
flot yet suggest a tiefinite scliitîe iii regard ta il. Tuhe
question asl.-et l at ie Asseilibly, laiid oflen repeatcd
by others, if -.oiisclidltîî is noul practicablc, wliy
nol? is a ver> prolier une. M e i %vot iow seck lu en-
quire %vhcthter lte negative anàter 1î,csiîerly given
tests on gondi grotis. bc% erai iitinct tacts have
hec ta lie ntlti-edl, 1ulmîli talzentiogelîtr go Iu show
that howe-ver desirable conisolidiation aita) bce, is1, ai
Icast in the nantinie, (fiit% tnpractîcatlc.

(i) Tite historic ori,gi, ainit groa'il of the scierai
colleges must bc culiîidered. I,.acl 11i1(1 ils ceîînec-
lion, previous ta tht U.niun ut 1875, %villa Salint brandi
cf the Chiorch. Halifax n'as tîme college oif te Mari-
tilme Provinices, Qticen's %tas idciiîified witli tîte Lir
orScotiantsd, ntil Kn~ox -anti Nloiiire.11 vert contiecteti
%villa the Canada ircsbyterian Cliturci,. Tiiest ecciesi-
asticail anti Iiistoricalitnaoriiîgs cannut lic ignoreti or
rudlely toril asunder ii'ithtout loîig injury. It mîay be
sii tdont alil timese tliigs sîtoultib lirîi itou- donat
tht Churcli is one, but tîte (anct reinains al te saine,
that cadi coilege lias ils hiisîory, uludici rccpîires iMore
than logic or eiotîuence t0 overcomle. Any une wlmo
knows hiio hart il is ta imite sister congregatioiis
in any district of te country, ivoit uîidcrstand îte
force oftdois point.

(<!) lien te prescrnt position anti location ut eaciî
coilege is anoîlier fact of imnportance. Eaci cc>iiege
is rooteci in its own donstitoenc>', anti it inay blitre-
gartied as a tree growving in its particular soif. Cou.
si'ier tht position of an>' cf the coîheges, front lalirfax
ta Winnipeg, anti te force of tdtis poit %il lie apr.
ent. When a mrec is well gnon n andt decpiy rooteci,
transplanuing ofîct huIs it ; anti so t the rernoval of
any of our colieges tdiere miiglitb lIoss of power iii
one direction, if tdicre iras gain in anotmer.

(3) Each coliege lias hfacd, lai stili lias, ils benle-
factors. Titis is a fact which il is nul (air ta igniore.
Vhea %ve know vhtat iberal tîen ini 1lh(a Qtlicc,

Mlontreal, Kingston, Toronto, anti WVinnipeg have
donc, anti may stili bc prepareti ta do, it is flot casy
ta set hon' any of tht coileges couilie cînovt troint
its prescrnt location without, toing injustice ta Ilte
bene(aictors in w.ese varions places. Ask tite triencîs
otany one ot tîtese colieges: Are yoti in (avour cf
consolidation? anti theainswer iii gcîterali>'bc. N'es,
but you must not touch our college. l'fais living thie
feeling of tite various hentactors, il is eî'îdent latua a
strong barrier is aul once raisedti h conisolidation.

(4) Tht graduates of cai college liave slrong -
tachnients to their own Aiima ila fer. Thîis feeling
is a perlectîy proper one, anti it is flot destrahieta1 kili
il oul. Il cannot lie ignoreti in doîis discussion, anti
il is doobtuül whethcr more iroudt fot lic lost than
gainet by an>' torcible unification, irbici %vould in a
mecasure break tîte symipathy of any mnîier of onr
ministers andi people with te interesîs of tîteologîcal
edocation. 'raie Halitax Cohlege out of the Maritime
Provinces, or Knox away trami Torontoa, andi grave
injory, 1 arn sure, ivili lie dont ta lte %itaile educa-
tional inlcrcsts of tht Chturcsi ii te Domtinion ; -anti
the sanie ntay lie sait for tht cîhter colleges.

(5) Tlteproprly oftcach college gives it a perman-
ency whiclt cannai bie overluoket. Tite charters, iii
sanie cases, are definite ir regard to location, anti pri-
vat hecquests [n ailier cae 1 are Cws local in tîteir
provisions. Expensive build...gs, which couit net lie
solti withtouî seriaus loss, have been but, anti mosi
cf thte cculkges have, or %vill very soon have, cndow-
menîs ranging froîn $5oooo to Saooooo. Suci tacts
as these have to bc comîsideredi in connection îvith
consolidation. Anti as te cncloiwments are cempîtteti
cacli college %voit sooni lie iri a position îî'ltcre il irili
flot necti ta maize constant appeals for large suins
annuaily ta ils support.

Th-ese fii.t points embrace sainte of the cliief things
irbicît stand in tht way of consolidation, anti those

wlîo think il is par-artrable tiioci showv liowv tîtese difli-
ctalmes arc to lic ovcrrnîiie The Asseinbly, niigiîly
as it is, cannot pick top ils colleges, plant dictni licre
or titre, or roîntic thilita, without fîîlly considcring
thc %vioale question ini alit l caritogs
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Ili sonte resperts tlîis ik a %tili nmore important ques
lion. A , ry grineral rnnseîîsuç of opinion ivas cx-
piresseti It te Asrcnîly iii tavoor of Ilte desirabiity
otcoîsolidatioî. it il nercssairy IîeI'nregivilîg -a iîasty
itnswcer, or decidiîig a courrett question in the ab
strari, to look ver>' carefiily I the grounis uopoî
whîicl tlîîs o1inioîî is liaseti NIlr. riiarlion and i otiers
have plat the case very !strofigit., anîd ot the wviîolc,
reasoniaiy, yet on nltîtost Cvery sucit question ticre is
inucli tu lie saicl on bath sides. Let aie, withîout ai
îc.nipting 10nargule nu elher side, entîcavour ta prescrnt
thc mtain things wviiieil nlay lie saiti for anti against
conisolidation.

(i) lit (avour of it wt mnay note tc folhoîvitîg-
(a>) Ih wvotl lcsscn tlle expense. Il is saiti, and witli

goond reason, timai if %Ve hllt, say îiîrec colieges, %Ve
couiti eciocate tlle tlîîrty or tonty students abit gradu-
ame tcd ycar at ilnocl lebs cost tItan wVc can witl six.

(b) WC couitil have a larger staff of instruciors -ind
licîter library «ai quipnlient if ire laid fewer coiie,,,es
A professor could as tiell have charge of a chose of
torty as of tell, and the entlitisiasîîî would lic greater.

(C) 'More illoicy îîouhi lie gi'.en. So miany art flot
satîsfied, il is saiti, Nvitl the presenot position of the col-
lcgcs donat îlîey are %vitiiobtlng tticir contributions.
If tliTee %vert coîisol:clatioî il is said that wc wvoold
gel mure endownmcnt and more liberal support t0 our
colicges.

(i') WVe cntilcl get abler lîrofessors. As wc are now
sitoated wve cannot pay soda salaries -as to c'aninand
the best talcent. %V'itbi Union anti Princeton paying
troni $3,0oo 0 $5,000 t0 ilicir professars, %ve cannot
conmpete, but consolidation wvould enable us t0 sccurc
te ablesî professurs.

<2) Againsi consolidation wve have the following
points

(Io) A greater aumnber of our pupie woild lie
dircîly intcrcsted in the coliege work of the Cliorcli
oandcr ort prescrit poiicy. l'copie nlaturally téel a
grenter interest inii tat wbich lies netar ta îhin, anti
s0 %whcn ive have coileges in Halifax, Montreat,
Kingston, or Toronto, the interest oft Ile people in
any ot tiiese pilaces is greater than il wouid bc if tht
collcgc was flot in their iîiidsu, but in anotiter cil>'.

(b> A strong centre of Presbyterian influence would
be establislieti in a greatcr nuinber of places. Wh'lere-
ever tliere is a college dictre is a noumber oftprofessors
anti stoclents, andi tlieir presenoce, as wcell as tht whole
worl, of the college, is a rillying-point for lte Prcsby-
tcrinisin of tht iocaiîy. Tfhis, il is field, is a strong
point ai faveur of our present poiicy.

(c) A grealer mnnber of mca %'iIl be secorcd as
candidates for the iiinistry. It is said thant whlien a
coliege is aint ai Ianti, il is likehy liait tIme dlaims et
tlie Cliorcli in regard to >'oung nien catering the tmin-
istry w'ill camle bc'fore thecir mincis, -and that tlicy wvil
bc more likcly te give thcmiselvcs ta tle vork, et the
ininistry whcin the coliege is fot a thousand tiiles au a>.

(a'> It makes it possible ta give better suppiy 10 tht
mission fildits, especially turing the winter mionths,
wlicn îîey are often so destitute. This is heldt bcli a
strong point. Sopposing dicre was no caliege enst of
Montrent or west of K'ingston, it is easy to sec liant it
would be impossible ta give even tîe supply now given
b>' our studenits turing tht îîinter monîlîs in te mis-
sion fild. 'l'lt distances 'rouit be too grenu. As it
no%' is, with centres at H-1altax, Quebec, Montreat,
Kingston, Toronto antd Winnipeg, ahnost the enatire
country is -accessible traini ihese centres. Consolida-
tion, il is hîcîti, would greatlyzaggravate tlie ci ils undcr
wliicî ort mission fildits naw suffer turing the ii'inuer
mionths.

Tliese, il scenis t0 aie, are thc main poinus to lie con-
sichcrcd for and against consolidation, and 1 imost con-
fess liant the points of ain adverse nature are s0 siron 'g-t0
my iiiind that 1 would be inclined ta hesitate betore 1
couidtrest in tht opinion ivithiout reserve that consali-
tiatiUn is even dcsi.-abie for us as a Church wvhen ail]
inîcresîs arc fully ivcighed.

In conclusion, it seeu t0 nie the clear duty of min-
isters and people is t0 carcfully consider tht question
in aIl ils btarings, anti if these rcrnaris; arc ai ail
helptol ta that consideration 1 shahl be more than re-
%varteti for tht trouble of penning theni. 1 have tht
clir conviction that the best policy for tht Church in

Canada touelîing thc Colkege Question as flot ta agi-
tale -ini.iiiiitiedly impratticablc andI, itilnîay bc adclcd,
a dtoubtfully dcsirablc înloveccnt, but rallier ta do ail
ive cau to place out cxisting institutions on strong
inatncial foatmdations, and ilien the question os settlcd

for ail timne *rite so< (.css of building -and cndowinent
sclîeînis since the Union gites pruilist liait, fullowing
the prescut policy, th % flinie College Question %volt bc
conipleteiy solvecc during tic ne.'< dctade. Let sain-
istcrs anid people lîcartîly tonne, and %villa (;od s blcss-
ing il is dtone. .I.Bvîl.

CII UR CUIA ,I'D S TA TE.

<Ctpntititid.)
%lNI. En i, Tue qCStionl-Wlîat 1s truSc fili?
the Churth ield to be onc winch site is bound ta de-

termine for hierseif. But, %visie thus considcring her-
self as flot onily comrpcecnt, hut undcr the Miost
-nlcmnn obligation, ta thamne %vill f.od's Word in hcr

bîand, andtiuncier lier rcsponsibiiîy to Christ her
lleatt alone, lier articles of failli, shte claîmced no
iuthority to forte lier conclusions uoton the State, and
to require the civil authorities to sanction and support
thlein, nt lier instance and at ber autlîority. The
State is subjcct to Christ as îwcll as tlîc Clitirch ; and
donat not indircîly tlirough the Church, but immedi-
atciy as a primary ortlina-ncc of God. Such hcing
ils position iî is as mocli bounod as thc Church
t0 judge for ilîsei. It lias, indeed, no more riglit
ta force its crced upon *bc Church, than li-as the
Churcli ta dictate a crecd tu the State." It was for
these prirîciplcs that thousands of Scottisb people
soffcrcd persecution. And whenevcr the Church de-
partcd from this ground, she became paralyzcd by
corrupting State influence, and distinguislicd by de-
tcction fromn lEvangelical, trutlî. Nor tan tht Church
adopt a newv dognma wvithout releasing ils inînmbrs
front i pitolding it. In tht prestrit discussion we
Lknowv that icre is no law froin the begiinning to tlîe
end ot the Bible prohibiting, rcstricting or limiting
the use of licloor bcyond mioderation. but it stands
on thie saine basis as honey -aid otbzt things donat the
Creator lias given us. No marior boay ofcn, dithe.
fore, are jostified in prelîîbiting ils use or in using in-
fluence inii nakzing il difficuit taoabtaîn. Ih is the gift
of God aid not inan's. And yet we bchold ,in our
midst n litritanîcal set wlîo wvislî t impose upon us
-ayokze for whicli tbey have no auîhoriîy in Scripture
and ta creale a newv dogma for the Cliorcli on the
blasphemnots assertion that thc Gaver of aIl good has
crented soinetling evil. This is contrary tolte grand
principies an which Prcsbyterianisiot rests. And it
is'also ant atcmpt t0 ensiave us b>' putting a yoke
lapon us that %ve are flot able ta bear. Let ecd mian
49stand fast, tiierefore, in tlîe liberty wherewith Christ
bath made us frc, andi be not entanglcd again wvith
the yoke of bondage." AVine ivas sold in the public
ioîn in Christ's tinys on earth. Andi, indced, our
Saviour %voulti likely have been borna at an inn had
circumnstances permilteti. He was wrapped in swad-
dflng ciothes andi laid in a manger, Ilbecause there
wvas no room in the inn." Y'et Christ never forbade
Ille purchase or sale of winc, but by implication recog.
nized it as proper %vlîen Ht said: IlConte untI e, ail
ye that boy %vine and miik2'" If tdicre hand been any-
thing wvrong in tht sale of it He wouid have forbitiden
it empfliatically as He titi aIl sins. If there is no
wrong in drinking there can bc nlone in selling that
wliiclî is drunlz, and tiiose iwho place obsiacles in the
way of sale encroacli upon the natural riglit -and
liberty of arian 1use in the fullest stase liant iwhich
the Creator bas given him. Tht Gencrai Assembly
wisli to set topa doctrine of men whichi k opposeti to
the dectrisie anti example of Christ anti His apostles,
-aiîd ta exact a blinti obedience ta this doctrine tout-
withstanding that thousands fot only do flot believe
in it, but beieve il. t0 be biasphemnous. 13y doing so,
they try ta destroy the liberty of conscience and
renson aiso, andi deciare theiniseives nat only judges of
the consciences of thosc who dîfferwith thenm, but de-
clare theniselves iviser than tht Great Exemplar whose
precepts tliey pretent 10 îach. They are also îcach-
ing a doctrine tdtat ivas flot -iaught by the fathers cf
tht Presbyteriar Churcli, wvho helti that God aloat is
Lord oî'zr the conscience. Dr. MacVicarps assertion
that if the Churcli refuset 1 ccnden the Senate of
Canada for ils action in nomcnding tht Scott Act she
%vouiti be (aise ta ber ecciesiastical ancestry, can only
ha regartied as a pitiable exhibition of ignorance or


