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annuitanta on the epplication of the Pregbytesy.of Kingston,
The, repart of the eastern sectica of the fund wag pres
septeds, 1t appeared that the receipts had been, fncludln
balanée $624.50, $2,312 65, The fund had’ been enriche
by a-bequest of. $20,000 by Mr McLeod, of Hulifax, The

: § repost wwas adopted.

Afterssoon Sessions.
WIDOWS' AND ORPHANS' FUND,

The réport of the Widows' and Orphans’ Fund of the
branch formerly in connection with the Lhurch of Scotland
N was taken up. It appeated that the total assets were
S ¢104,652, the receipts $4t 470, snd the expenditure

§24.000, with $17 000 cashrin hand.
§  Bythe rcpost of the Ministers® Widows', and Orphans’
Fund of the late Cavada Presbyterian Church it appeared
that the receipts were $30,281, and the assets $101,877.
Three annultants had been removed from the list by death
and thiee addes.  $19,321 had been invested, and there re-
mained $1,559 balance io band.

The castern section report was read. It showed that the
amount in hand of the two funds Shosc of the Presbytetian
Churcli in the Lower Provinces and the Church of Scotland),
which had now been united, amounted to $59,000. This
g, ncluded a bequest of $20,000 from the late Mr.
MéLeod, of Halifax,

The reports wese adopted.

STATISTICS,

¢ Rev. R. Torrance presented the repost of the Committes

oa Statistics. It appeared tha there are in the Church 799
pastoral charges, ao ingrease of g on last year; there are 122
vicancies, 5 more than last year ; mission statione, 109, last
year 101, but the returns dre incomplete § congregations and
stations 1,011, last yeur 603 ; the total number of churches
and stations supplied by pastors 1,49‘3, ot adding mistion
{ sations 1,714, 2 decrease of 26. The families reach 69 507,
to incrense of 1,328; of communicants there are 219,603,
an wmcrease of 2,725 sittings o churches 350 432, an n-
crease of 16,097 ; manses 434 aad 65 rented housss,
an iocrease of t manse and 3 renled houses. The
total imounti of s!ipmfdspgomléed by coo gons was
$5471579, an ircrease of $18 478; stipend paid, $553.393,
sg.‘s?z of an increase; raised for the schemes of the Church
$167.354, a {alling off of $55085. The total income of the
2 Church was $1,422,783.  The aversge contribudon lpel'
family throughout the Church for stipend was $7 95, last
year $5.06 ; per communicant $4.62, last year $4.65; for
all strictly congregational purposes the avesage per family
was $17.15, ast year $16 37, and from communicants
596, last year $9.72 ; for the schemes of the Church the
average per fawmily was $2 40, last year $3.38, and per
comzunicant $1.40, last year $1 95 ; for all purposes the
A average per family was $20.07, last yrar $21 48, and per
commumicant $52.01, last year $12.38. In only ooe item
of the averages was there an increase.

MANITOBA CULLEGE.

Rev. Principal MacVicar took the chair.

The report of the committee on Manitoba College was
pressated by Rev. Pdngi):l Grant. He stated that the
finarcia) burden on the college was heavy—zot tos heavy
coasideriog the work done—and it made it a seriqus matter

increasiog of the fnancial rcsponsibilit}r. The proposal
:ﬁly was to form a oew theological college. Reviewing
the whole cise, the commiltee had concluded that the
Cherch could not avoid going forward. The committee te.
commended that the Asscmbly continue the annual collec-
tion ip aid of the college, and tha' it be taken on the last
Sabbath io Janvary; iﬁ:t the Assembly renew the applica.
tioo made last year to the chusrches in Scotland and the
Presbyterian Church in Trelond fnr aid in cauyiog on ihe
work in the North: West, and ia view of the heavy finsncial
chligations jocurred by the Doard of Manitoba College, the
Board be authorized to appoint aspecial agent to present the
claims of the college ; that the salaries of Professor Bryce
tod Hart be raised to $2,000; that the Assembly authorize
the Board to sppoint an addittonal lecturer in zrts should
tbe Board conut;:m the condition of the ordinary tevenue
warrants the expengditure ; that the prayer of the mémorial
for the Asscrubly to appoint a professor in theology be
granted. The Commirtee recommends the appeintment of
Rer. John M. King, D.D . as Professor of Theology and
Priccipat of the Colicge. .

The recommendations were considered serigfsm  and
sdopted, that appointiag Rev. Dr. King Pdncipal of Mani-
toba College bring received with loud applause.

Rer. ipa Caven, Prof. MoLares, D. j. Magdoznell,
2 G. M. Milligar, Ds. Cochraoe, Prof. Gregy, and others ad-
dressed the Assembly to terras highly culogistic and appze-
wative of Dr. King, thoagh they regtettzd the luss which the
cherch of Toronto would suffer.

Rev. Pdacipal MacVicer intimaled the appoittment to
ths Moderator. Dj. King with much fecling addressed thg
£ House He cxpressed himself as deeply touched by the pro-
ceedings of the past few minu'es, as uvadeserving of the
far too kind words which:bad fallen from the lips of his
brethren. He wid-it was oaly last eveniog that he bad
beard his name whispered in o anection with this positiun.
Sioce \hen he had n ficcted on the matter. When he consid.
¢red that it was now nearly twenty-six years sioce hs eatered
service in the wicistry, and that & was twealy since be be.
<cme pastor of his present coagregatior, he bad thought that
it was the intealion of God that he shonld spznd the re.
wainder of his days as a pastor. R, did not wish tode
understood ascxprcs;ip_g}l;q‘o%ig'\qy that .he work of the
pastorate was less important than that in the professorial
life. Hehad no wish to chinge the form of activity iz con-
cection with Christ’s work, in which-he was nuwchs:d.
He said what this call;he conld not accept mntil he a
irs:cr acqmaintanee with the woik which was to be doze,

zuti} he bad taken-ints his-confdence the session-and
the tion with whichifor 5o many yeam he had been,
essociated in canrying oo.wosk for God, and at.whose Hands
be had recxived so much ‘kindeess, If pfter serious and
payufel consideration he thould'decide to o, he'waid it

would indeed ba pain to part.wjth & people who bad been
s0 der, and with the brethren whose confidence and Inter-
course at home he prized g0 much. And if he recognized
the Divine voice uylgg to him to go, he could not but obey.
But in the event of ndt seeing his way to accept the iovita.
tion now unanimously addressed to bim, it must be under-
stood by this General Assembly that his honour was un-
compromised. In the anxious days that were to cume, he
snid he knew he had the prayers of at Jeast some of the
brethren.  He acked for the prayers of all that he might do
what was best for carrying on the work of Christ,

DISTRIBUTION OF PROBATIONERS.

The Rev. Mr. Torrance (;zcscnted the report of the com-
mittee on the distribution of probauoners. The commuttee
expressed the opinion ‘that it was impossible to adopt a
scheme that could be followed to advantage by the whole
Church, and it appeared that the scheme they Luw had was
the least adapted nnder *he circumstances.

Rev. D. D. iicLeod moved that the seport of the cum
mijtiee be received and the committee instructed to proceed
with their work in accordance with the regtilations at piesent
in force, and remit the scheme proposed by the Home Mus.
sion Committee to the Presbyteries for consideration, to
gether with the overture from the Synod of Hamilton and
Londoun in regard to the supply of vacant congiegations,

Evening Session,
DEBATE ON TEMPERANCE.

Rev. J. K. Smith said he thought, in view of the late
period at which this question had come up it would be wiser
aot to adopt the moution to re-commit.

Rev. D. Fraser said : I perhaps, should apologize to the
Assembly for not having noticed the bearing of the septences
1n regard to the last Leensing law.  Certanly, if 1 had no-
ticed its bearing, I should have moved to have 1t struck uut,
and if we all agreed to-night, as 8 member of the Commuttee
I would be quite willing to have it struck ont nnw. I think
myself it was a mustake for the convener to have 1aserted 1t
for tho reason ihat there are few if any members of this As-
sembly who have 1ead this Jicense law and considered it 1n
all its beariogs. I may state that this statement has no po-
Iitical significance.

Rev. Joho Laing proposed an amendment ** fhat the
parageaph followiag after the words * terrible evil of intoxi-
cating drink’ be struck out, and that the following be added
¢and until this can be accomplished hails with satisfaction
every act of the legislature, whether Local or Federal,which
tends to restrict intemperance.” " My reasons are those which
were given in the Synod of Hamilton and London at its late
meeting- 1 quite agree that this Court will not surrender ns
right to review any Act of any Padiament uader which we
live, but I quitc agree at times 1t is toexpedient to use that
right. T think that the use that has been made of the dis-
cassion of last night shows that it is i1nexpedient to bnn
into the Assembly the consideration of Acts about whs
theze is great political feeling,  Siill it is pesfectly wvonsis-
tent for this Church to pass judgment u;l)on Roy Acts which
are not on the table of the 1iouse. I object that we are
asked to approve of the Act of 1878. I don’t know how
many of those now lislemng to me have read that Act
through ; and I dun’t know how many of thuse who have
tead it through could pass an examination on it now. Yet,
we are asked to pass an opinion on 1t. 'We are all agreed
with the principle of it, and I think we shall bave no difh-
culty in aprceiog (o my ameadment. It is that we hail with
satisfaction cvery Act of the legislature, whether Local or
Feden), which teads to 1estnict the hguor trathc,

Rev. Dr. Buins—I think it 1s very nexpedient for the
Church to commit ftself to this pew Act in regard to which
we kouw very Litde.  Bat I uhiak st is presuming a lttle oo
mach un the gauvaice 2od waot of hauwledge ot the Geaeral l

act of 1878, o1 the Scott At as it s caded. 1 thmnk that
the Scott Act is pretty well known b{ this ume. .Although
at one time it might have ween lhon%,t rudent toadopt the
sourse advocated Mz, Laing, I think it would be mis.
understood if we did sonow. Two years ago we adopted
by & large majoxity a molion such as we are now asked to
do in reference to this very Act ; and in 1881, atour King-
ston mecting, we expressed our approval of the Scott Act,
Now, wher this comes in as an amendment to asimilar mo-
tion, it would place us 10 an incozsistent position if we re-
cede from that taken up in former years. I tbink we should
4 adhere to the cuurse we have adopted.  Down east the Seott
Act has been adopted, and we know that it has worked very
well.

Rev. D. Fraser said : The clause docs not approve of the
Scott Act, but only ot iag pridetple.

Rev. Dz7. GUrepg suggested that hev. John Smith should
be allowed to amend the mouon so that 1t would approve of
the prizaple.aastead of the Act.

Rer. Thomas Macpherson sud: I that mouoi. 1s anoulled
in the way suggested 1 claim the nght to have my motion
pot. 1 only withdraw 1t on the preambie being there.

It was here resolved that the motion be taken up clause
by clause.

R:r.‘fohn Smith maved, without expressing any opinion
on the detads, that the repart be read as follows ¢

* [he Assetably would take this oppontunity Lo tenew the |
tesumony herctufore borne agaiast the evil of intemplerance.

year makes it plainer that intemperance is the chief
cause of poverty, and a great source of crime, avd a prolific
source of ducase and death.”

The clanse was adopted without debate, as was the next :

** The Assembly woald therefore camestly recommend to
the office-bearers and members of the Church to pracuse
total absuisence.” .

He then read the thind clause as he propused lo amend

it —

o Father, the Asscmbly approves of legislative prohata.
tion of the liquor traffic as correct in prinaple, and best
calalated 10 dimivish Abe terrible epils of wntemperance.”

Mr, W. Stexeley.made a short address.  He thought no
Act went far esopgh.

Assembly to say that we don't koow the prowisions of the |

Rzv, Dr. Gregy moved as an amendmeat a8 loliows >—

““The Assembly approves of the principle of the Act of
1878 a5 an important means of limiting the liquor traflic and
educating the people for total probibition.”

Rev. Thomas McPherson said : { fail to sce how principle
can be the mennsof eflecting anything or educeting a people.
It is the practice of the principle which must do lﬁu.

Rev. Dr. Gregg said : We wish to let the people knosy what
our prnciples are, *0\nat & knowledge of the principle will
affect them, and Parliament too for that matter, 1 feel sure
that tlus Assembly will not fall back from the noble testi.
mony borre two years ago, and again one year ago.

Rev. Dr. McLaren seconded the amendment,

The amendment was put and carried.

On the amendmen’ being put as the sybstantive motion,
i'r Laing sard the te timony borne in 1881 was as follows :
**That the Assembl, approves the legislative prohibition
of the hquor traflic as correct in prirciple, and especially the
Assembly approves of the principle of the Canada Temper-
ance Act of 1878, and trusts that any xmendwent made will
Le 10 the direction of ncreased stringency and eficiency, and
that retrogressive legislation will be avoided.” This was
carried by a vote of 44 to 25, not such a Jarge majority. So
mwuch for the tesumory in regard to the principleof the Act.
Now what is the prinaiple of the Scott Act?

A voice—Lacal option.

Pr. Laing said : Yes, it is local option. We have the Scott
Act agitation in our coum?'.lhi: year, and we have
through it and are thankful it is over, and hope it will not
be repeated.  While Dr. Burns considers us well informed
on the .Act, I may just state what happened in our county
a little while ago. We had a meeting in regard to carrying
on the Scott Act, and a discussion arese as to what vres in
the Act. You may think it strange, but we kaow more
about 1t than those in the meeting did, though they were
reeves, and the leading men of the district. My amendment
declares that it will hail with satisfaction wisely directed
lepislation towards restricting the liquor trafiic,

Rev Dr. Cochrane said : I need say very little atout this.
We ought to be consistent, and refer to no Act atall, sothat
we <4 uld favour neither party. The Scott Act was a move
in tue right direction, 2nd still in the opinion of very good
temperance pwfk it is very far from doing what it was ex-
pected to do. 1 have been told by a druggist that whea the
Scott Act is 1n uperation that he could sell any amount from
a pint .o ten g, 'lons on a doctor’s certificate, and that he
had sold ten gallons.

Rev. Dr. Laing’s amendment wa pat and lost by a vote
of 22 to 44.

The next clauses were put and carried, recommending the
membets of the Chasch to a1d and enconiage the establishing
ulc: flee-huuses and temperance hotels.  The Assembly re.
cummends ihe mimsters of the Church to bring the subject
uf temperance belore their congregations on the third Sab.
bath of December, or some other switable day. The As.
sembly 1ostructs the Commitiee to scad out their questions
at ao carly day, so that ume may be given to discuss the
whule sulject 10 seswons, presbytenes, ard synods. The
Assembly instiucts the Commuttee to correspond with other
Churches with a view to united acuon 1 p:x’moning the
th;w:mm:nt, or 1n any other action that they think desir-
able. °

The recummendations were adopled =s amended.

Rev. John Laing said : [ wish my dissent to be recorded. I
wish to keep mysell free when any queshions come up con-
cernming Acts of Parliament.

Evening Session,

Rev. Do M, Gurduo moved a resolution refemag to the
appuintment of Kev. Di. Kung as Professor ot 1 heology and
Fuucipal of Manituba College, stating the salary to be
$3 000, wakiag anaogeaents for hes release from his pas-
tulal Jharge o the event oi his acceptacce, acd pmvxtgléﬁ
thai the Trestytery ol Manicsba shall conunte to make su
avapgemenis as day be aceded fur the carrying on of the
work in the cvent of his declining. The motion was
adopted.

Consideration of the amended teport of the Judiial Com-
mitlee oo the case of the Rev., Dr. Barclay was resumed. In
its ozigioal foim the 1eport was objecied to by Rev. Pnnci-
pal Caven on the ground that it unduly reflected on the
Presbytery of Toronio, itasmach as at asserted that a claim
which the Turunto Diesbyiery bad declared 10 be inadmis.
sible was alluwed. The repont was amended s0 2s 10 tead
that $845 were granted, and the Committee did not advise
the Assembly to take any lurther action 1n the matter.

‘The report was adopted.

DISTRIBUTION OF PROBATIONERS.

The juestion of the distribution of probationers was re.
symed. The overture from [lamilton Presbytery was read
and supported by Rev. George Yeomans and Rev, R.J.
Laidlaw. The ovcrture sugpested a similar plan to that
tricd in Manitoba.

The motion by Rev. D. D. M(Leod was adopted.

An overture from the Pregbytery of Brockeille on Jong
continued vacancies, suggesting that congregations failing to
oblain a minister for 2 certain time, then the right of nom-
inating should pass to the Presbytery.  Rev. George Bam-
ficld supported the ovestare, and moved that it be seferred

| to 3 Committee t> scpott to the neat Assembly. Rew. Di.

Reid moved that it lic on the table. The uverture was lad
on the table,

The Committes on Distribution of Probotioners was ap-
peunted as follows : Rev. R. J. Laidlaw, Mtr. Ratcliffe, Joha
Laiog, D.D., Mr. Scoular, D:. Macdonald, and George

Rutherford and R. McQaecn, clders.
MANITORA PRESEYTERY.

The report of the Committee on the Overtare from Maoi-
toba Prosbytery, relating to a2 preposal to form three Pres-
byterics and = district Synod wassead. The Committee 1c.
commended the Assembly to temit the matter to the Presby.
tery of Manitoba for further consideration. The report was
adopted.

In disposiag of \hie overture from the Presbytery of Mani-
toba, anent the.Jicensiog of Mr. Jobn Todd, It was resglyed
that alter he had coxplcied his ogical trainiog as far 23



