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LESSON VI.

Feb. Oy EHOSIHApHA T HLPED OffGOD { 2 Chron. xx.
878.> 14-22.

GOLDEN TEXT :-" BelieVe in the LORD your God,
50, shall ye be established; believe his prophets, s0
shall ye pros3per."1-Ver5e 20.

HOME STUDIES.

M. 2 Chron. xx. x113 ... Judah invaded.
T. Ps. 1xxxiii. u-18...God's help invoked.
W. 2 Chron. xx. 14-25... .Jehoshaphat helped of God.
Th. Pu. CXXXVi. 1-26...A psalm of praise.
F. 2 Kings iii, 4.27 ... Alliance with Israel.
S. 2 Chron. xx. 26.3 ... . End of Jehoshaphat's reign.
S. 2 Chron. xxi. .2.... jehoram's wicked reign.

HELPS TO STUDY.

A few y cars after the events considered in the last lesson,
Jehoshaphat was calleci to meet a great danger which
threatened his king4om. The wild namad tribes inhabiting
the region east of the Dead Sea, consisting chiefly of Arn.
monites, Moabites, and Edomfites, combinccj in a grcat
invasion of the kingdom of Judah. From the amount of
property that they carried with them, it is probable that it
was their intention, not to make a mere foray, but to make
a permanent conquest and settiement of the country. (Note
1. In ather words, it was anc of thosc grcat migrations
which arc so common among nomadic people. Whcn îid-

igofthe invasion came to jehoshaphat, the cnemy had
r cady passcd a round the southcrn cxtremity of thc Dead

Sea, and,following Up its western shore for about haif its
iength, had enca>nped ini immense numbers at En-gedi,
within about thirty miles of the capital. The tidings of this
invasion plunged Jeahaphat and his kingdam into confu-

sion and fear. There is some reason ta think that thc con-
féderation of their enemies was even widcr and more
formidable than the accaunt of it which we have indicatcd.
The cali ta arms, and with it a proclanMation of a solcmn
fast, was sent hastily through the whole country; and in a
very short time a multitude of flghting men had gathereci in
j erusalem from aIl the surraunding regian, bringing with
them their wivcs and children for the sake of the safety af-
foided by the walls of the capital. In this extremity of
danger and perplexity, the pious king bethaught himself that
it was quite as necessary ta seek thc divine helpe as to make
human preparaions for se1ftdefence ; andi al th more, that
no preparations possible at so short notice seemed at al
adequate to thc emergcncy. Accordingly the king assembleci
the people for public worship in the outer or great courttaf
the temple, wherc such worship was customarily conductcd,
and he himself, following the example af Solomon, offereci
Up

I . FRAYER for Uic people. -His prayer is a most remark.
able one: and wc may learn from it the pleas we ourselves
may urge and which are sure to prevaîl.

The first plea isthat Gartis able ta help. He is Ood in,
heaven exalted over ail. He rules over ail the king-:
domns of the heathen-over those who cia not acknowledge-
Him andi who see'k to crush His people. But ail their

plotin s a d srif H e can contr a, and m ake their wrath to

P'aseH InThaie Sccni pe is that God is their Gad. He haci their
wclfarc at heart. Me had given them the landi whose in-
habitants He had of olci driven out before them, andi was
driven out before them, and was piedged to the fulfilment of
Mis purposc. So whcn we ask for victary over sin and 'for
the pussessian of the heavenly inheritance wc know it is Mis
willtogive ItL

The third piea is the em.Éle andwhat it sets forth. When
the temple was dedicated, he bcsought the Lord that if ever

p rayer was offered in it for Divine help, it should be granted.
That the glory of the Lord immediatehy flled the temple

was the implieci plecige that this should be donc. Mence
the Jcw whcn at a distance framn the temple turned his face
towards it whcn supplicating the Divine hclp. Campare
jonah ii. 4,; Dan. vi. 'o. The temple was typical of
Christ; to IIim wc turn andi an Hum we base aur pleas for
help. 1'Whatsoever ye shall ask the Father in my naine,
Me will give it you."

The fourth piea is thle greatless. of the need, the straits into
which they arc brought by no fault of their own, but by the
pride and ingratitude of those vcry nations whom lasraei at
God's command haci spareci. Our wcakness is a strong pîca.
Goci will not despise it.

IL. THE PROMISE: Verses 15-17.
God heard, and Mis answer came promptly ta meet the

urgent need. Then, even while they are stili supplicating,
Isa. lxv. 24; Dan. ix. 21 ; Acts X. 4; upon Jehaziel, ai
the sono of Asaph, anc of the sweet singers of the temple,
a psalniist and a prophet, (Note 2j) came the Spirit of the
Lord, Nu=s xi. 25, 26; Acts ii- 4; IIeb. i.

The message camne direct to the enquirers,. and with
authority. Thus saith the Lord. It was precise. They
were told just where ta go, (Note 3J) and when, just what teo
do, and what nat ta do. When God leads, the way is

_i. I lde iehl. Man1does-not&ha e afgh

in song, together broke forth in psalms of gratitude, not for
the accomplishcd past, but for the promiscd future. If we
reccive God's promises with thanks, thc things promniseci
will nat tarry. Faith manifcsted in performance.- They
rase early. ... and went forth. Truc faith does flot ex.
pend ail its cnergy in'rapturous excitement, it enters inta
action, and shows itself in deeds as well as feelings.' Strong,
indeed, is that confidence which thus ventures aut upon
God's word, and marches ta meet its foc.

IV, THE V'ICTORY: Verses 20-22.
Andi naw thýKb forth. Their watchword is Believe.

The battle is set in array, but haw strangely-singers are
appointed. These, not warriors in mail, led the van.
Thcy marcheci, nat ike an army going out ta battie, but
like ane returning in triumph. God redcemed Mis promise.
Before they came in sight of the enemy, the battie was won.

The Lord set ambushmnents, litcrally " licrs-in-wait."Y
The next verse explains this. The confederate tribes feil to
quarrelling amang themselves. First the Edomites were at-
tacked by the other allies; and then a panic seized, the hast,
and they everyone helped ta destroy another. There
is nopeace or unlty among the enemies et the Lord, but
mutual distrust andi treacherous hastihity.

When Judah, with its vanguard of'singers, came ta the
conical hill, which is spoken of as a " watch-tower, " and
which is supposeci ta be the bill known as 7e#kel Fereids, or
Frank Mountain, they saw a wonderful sight. They loaked
toward the place whcre they expecteci ta behald Uic hosts of
thc enemy,,and, behold, the plain was full of dead bodies,
so juil that it seemned as if none haci escapeci I They stood
stili and beheld the salvation af the Lord. Instead of toaa
battle, they came ta a place of baaty. Immense was the
spoil thcy gathered. It took them thrce days ta collect it
ail. " And on the fourth day they assemrbleci themselves in
the valley of Berachah (blessin) ; for there they blessed the
Lord." The valley bears the naine, but slightly changeci,
to this day, it being naw known as Beiruvkut.

EXPLANATORY NOTES.

i. The eighty-third Psalm'was, there can bu littie doubt,
written at this time, and very likely also the forty-seventh
and forty.eightb. They throw much light upon the lesson.

In Chronicles only Moab and Ammon are named as at-
tackingy Judah: but it is said there were "'other buside
them,' andi fram the Eighty.third Psalm we- learn what a
formidable confederacy it was. No leas thànï ten'nations
had a part in it: " Edom and the Ishmaelites; Moab and
the Magarenes; [sec i Chron. V.;) Gebal, [sec Ezck xxvii.
9.] andi Ammon and Amalek; the Philistines, with the"in-
habitants of Tyre; Assur alsa is joined with them; they
have holden the children of Lot." These ast words show
(thus sgreeing with Chronicles) that Moab and Ammon
were the ariginatars, the rest only helping. Then the
fourth verse of this psalm reveals the abject of the alliance.
It was not even merely to capture and rob the capital, andc
then withdraw. The design Wis rcally to sweep Israeh
away altogether, and occupy the country : 1"Corne, and let
us cut thcm off from being a nation," etc. Sec also the
elcvcnth verse in Chronicles, whcre Jehoshapbat complains
to God that they had "1came ta cast us out of~ thy possession,
which thou hast given us ta inherit." Andi the immense

q Uantity of baggagc and wealth (ver. 25) is thus accounteci
for: thcy came ta settie in the land. To cffect such an ob-
ject as t.his, allies were secured from ahi qwaters; Isbmaeh.
ites andi Magarenes from the east, Amalek and Edom from
Uic south, the Philistines fromn the west, Tyre and Gebal
from thc north ; even Assyria, that great, far-aif empire,
which is mcntioned here for the first time since the days of
Nimrod. (Gen. x. il.)

2. Asaph.-A Levite, anc of the leaders of David's
choir. Me was in after tim.es celebrated as a seer (or
prophet), as weli as a musical composer. The office Sp.
pears ta have remained hereditary in bis famihy, uniess he
was the founder of a schaol of paets and musical composers
who were calleci after him " «sons of Asaph. "-Smitk's Bible
Dictignary.

3. By the cliff of Ziz.-Tbis seem's f0 have beeu notbing
cisc than the present pasa which leads northward, by an
ascent tram En-gedi to jerusalem, issuing a little beiow
Tekaa. The wilderness of jeruel was probabhy the large,
fiat district adjoining the dcsert of Tekos, caileci El M usa-
sah, from a wady on its narthern side. End of the Brook.
Rather, at the end of the gully or dry torrent-course. It is
impassible 4a tell which of the wadys is intendeci, since no
name like jeruel has been found, and this is the only place
where it is mentioned.-Caok.

4. The descendants of Levi had charge of the subordinate
services of the sauctuary (Num. i. 5a, 51). Thcy were di-
vided into thrce great families-the Gershomites, the Ko.
hathites, andi the Merarites, accarding to their descent from
Gershom, Kahath, and Merari, the thrce sons of Levi (i
Chron. yi. i) ; and each family had, originally, its own
special departmeut of the work of Uic sanctuary (Num. iv.
17-33).

The Korhites were the descendants tif Koral, the grand-
son of Kohath. A nuniber of the Psalms are ascribeci to
them, either because they wrote-them cr because they were
specially fitted ta sing them.

PROVIDENCE made both tears and laughter, and both for
kind purposes: for as aughter enables mirth and ur1 rise

tabatefelstareabesro tovn tc pa

CHRIST OUR ? NEED.

The truth is, that we npyer feel Christ to be a reality, un-
tii we feel Him ta be a flcessi4'. Me fiiés us here, and He
tries us there. Hie chastîses on this side, and Me chastises
on that side. Me probes us by the disclosuire of anc sin,
andi another, and a third, whi-.h have hain rankling in aur
deceived hearts. Me remaves, one after anather, the ab-
jects in which we have been sceking the repose of idolatrous
affection. He afflicts us in wnys which we have not antici-
pated. Me sends upan us the chastisements wbich Me
knows we shaîl feel mast sensitively. He pursues us when
we would fain fiee from Mis hand, and, if necd bc, Me
shakes ta pieces the whole framnework of our plans cf lite,
by which we have been struggliug te, build together the ser-
vice of Self; tili, at hast, Mc makes us feci that Christ is al
that is lcft of us.

Wheu we discaver that, and go ta Christ, consciaus of aur
buggary in respect of everything ese,-wretcbed, and miser-
abfe, and poar, and bbhnd, and naked,-we go, not expect-
ing much,' pcrhaps not asking much. There may bu hours
cessation o suffring; we seek repose from confiict with
ourselves, and with God's providence. But God gives us
more. Me gives us joy; Me gives us liberty; Me gives us
victory;-,Me gives us a sense of self.conquest, and cf union
with Mimself in an eternal friendship. On the basis of that
single experience of Christ as a reality, because a uecessity,
there rises an experience of blcssedness in communion with
God, which prayer expresses like a Revelation. Such de-
vation is a jubilant Psalm.-Phes.r.

MOHAMMEDANVISM.

The religion of Mohammed is Vrofessed by about one-
tenth of al the people ou the earth s surface. Datiug only
tweive centuries back, it numbers as mâny adihérents as
Brahmiuisffi, whose origin lies far back ini a misty antiquity.
Coming into the world af s time wlien Christianity had been
seateci for soute centuries ou the Imperial thronc, in anuiin-
credibiy short space of time it overthrew bath the Christian
empire and its rival, the Persian, and cstablished s sway
greater than the Caesars had ever wielded. Its converts do
not numbur mare than a. fourth of those of Buddhism ; but,
unlike that religion, if has not confined its conqucats te anc
quarter cf the globe, but counts its adher'ents i n ail the four
great continents. When the first streak aof daîvu fails upon
the easteaýn shores of Asia, thc Mohammedan Malay turus

is face towards Meccs sud offers his moruing prayer ; sud
as the light steals wcstward over the continent, it falis upon
thousands of minarets in India, Persia, Arabia, and Turkey,
from which is heard the mueddin's vaice, proclaiining ,ip
clear and s ohemu toues, in the stillness of the dawn, 111God
is most reat. I testify' thst there is no deity but Goçi. I
testify tflit Mohammed is the apostle of God. Corne to
prayer. Camne ta sccurity. Prayeî is better than sleep.
Goci is most great. There is"no deity but Gac." Frota
Zanzibar on the south ta the banks of the Danube and the
steppes of Tartary au the uorth, the same voice îs heard ;
and westward to the rematest shores of Africa it is repeateci,

.and responded f0 by piaus warshippers. Even in the ew
world there are not wauting votaries af this religion, which
thus five times daihy cucircles the globe. with a con.
tinuous stream cf prayer. -Leisure Hour.

BOLDNESS 0F NATI7VE PREA CHERS INVJAPA.

Mr. Forest, anc of the missiananies of the Amenican Board,
gives flhc following description cf the boldness cf the
Japanese native preachers:

" What shaîl I write yau with réference te our Osakat
-work ? There is so much te say, that ,ta choose what fo
write is the main trouble. Let me call your afterifioii f0

the boldnes: cf the Christians in preaching anywbere and
everywhere, sud in making the greatest possible claims for
this way over evcry ather. I have just attended flirce suc-
cessive meetings, the first cf which was a union service of
our f wo Churches. Mere the main thoughts preseufed were
that the 'isies afar off, that have flot heard my name,' shahl
glory in the knowledge of the truc God ; that amoug these
islauds stands Japan; that the J apanese, in evcry city snd
tawn, are uow feeling the utter insufficicucy of the old, re-
ligions, fown officers telling the people net f0 pay any
more attention ta the foolish worship of the handi. Near
Osaka is a huge temple, capable of holding s ,aoo or i,2So
hearers, sud we arc assured that the audience don't average
over three or four persons. Poor pricats 1 Tbey will soon
have bard picking if they try f0 ive by teaching the people
te pray by clapping hands, bumniug caudies, ringing buhîs,
sud mu ttering aid Sanscrit words wbich priests thcmselves
don't understand..

Meeting number two was ini a private bouse, with about
twenty hearers. They were told that Osaka now sud Osaka
a year ago are nat the same thiug. Then no man' could
preach openly, eutside of the littie concession; now tlore
are more open preaching places than men can occupy. Of
the eight regular places, anc has had to be dropped for lack
of force. The goveruor cf Osaka, ten years ago a Perse-
cutor of Christians, naw cares nothing how fast fhey Mul-
tipiy right under his eycs ; sud the reason is, that the
Gcvernmeut of Japan-the highest officers-naw know that
the spread of Christianity wiIl make butter men and wpmen
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