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Admrert

for thut purpose ; uotboing too man :
wrouble another: and yet many, lest many thing:
might laply escapo them. Who ucither covot.ng
praise for oxpedition, nor fearing roproach for slark-
noss (sceing in a business of moment, nono deserve
blamo for convenient stowneas) had expendod alnost
three years in the Work, not only cxamining the
chunnels, h{ tho founlain, translations with the
original, w hich wns.nhsolu(cly necossury, but also
oompnrib;;chanmlx withchanncls, \ylnch was abund-
oatly uscful in the Spanish, I'u‘xlmn, F{onch and
Dutch (German) languages.— T'heso, with Jacob,
rolled woay the stone from the mouth of the well of
lifs : so that now, even Rachel's woak women may
frecly come both to rink themsclves, and waler the
flocks of their families at the same.—~

« Leave wo then, those worthy men now all gath-
erod to their fathers, and gone to God, hz_m ever
thoy woro requitted on curth, well rewarded in hoa-
von for their worthy work. Of whom, as also of
that gracious IKING that employed them, wo may
sav, IWheresoever the Bible shall be preached or read
in the whole world, there shall also this that they have
done be told in memorial of them.”  Ibid. p. §7. &e.

T'he character of Jumes the Firsthas been greatly
undor rated. In the Hampton-Court Conference.
lie vortainly shewed a clear and ready comprehen-
sion of overy subject brought before him; together
with extensive reading, aud a remarkably sound
judgment.  For tho best Translation into any lan-
guage. we are indebted under God to King James,
who was ecalled a kypocrite by those who had no
religion; and a pedant by porsons who had not
balf his learning. Bo.h mety and justice require,
that while we are thankful to God for the zift of his
ward, we should revero the momory of the man,
who was the instruinent of conveying tho water of
life, through a channel by which its purity has beon
50 wonderfully presorved.

‘Those who have compared most of the Furopean
Prauslations with the Orignal, havenot serupled to
say, that the English Translation of the Bible, made
under the direction of King James the first, is the
wmost accurate and faithful of the whole. Nor is this
1ts only praise : the Translators have seized the very
spirit and soul of the Original, and expressed this
almost every where, with pathos and energy. Be-
sides, our Translators have ot only made « stand-
ard Translution ; but thoy have made their Traus-
lation the standard of our language : the English
tongue in their day, was fiot equal to such a work—
« but God cnabled thom to stand as upon toount
Sinai,” to wso the expression of a learned friend,
« and crane up their countey’s language to the dig-
nity of the originals, so that after the lupse of .26’

ears, tho English Bible is, with very few vxceptions,
the standard of the purity and excellence of the En-
glish tongue. The Original from which it was
taken, is. alono, superior to the Bible translated
by the authority of KingJames.” This is an opini-
on, in which my heart, my judgmont, and iy con-
science coincide.

B 1. L T
OF TIIE METEORS.

We havo seen that the atmosphere is 2 vast labo-
ratory, in which naturc operates im.mer}se an:;xly'sis.
solutions, precipitations and -combinations; it is a
grand receiver, in which alt tho m_tcnu:lwd. vqlnu-
lized productions of terrestial bodies arv received,
mingled, agitated, combined, andseparated. Con-
siderod in this viow, the atmospheric air is 2 chaos,
an indoterminate mixture of mineral, vegetuble, and
animal aflluvia, which the electric fluid is pervad-
ing and traversing continuaily. ‘The graed changes
it experieuces, and of which we are scnsible in_ex-
tensive spaces by the appearance of water, light,
or noisc, are called motoors.  As the state of the at-
mosphers is over varying, tho meteors assume dif-
forant forms; some delighting us with their appear-
anee, while others wear a terrilying aspect.  In this
repository is collected tho gentle dew and hoar frost;
hicro clouds ave gatliered and carried along by the
wind, to rofresh the carth in falling showers, give
rise to rivers, spread vast inundations of water over
the fiolds, or Iay thom under a coverin of snow or
hail; here mock-suns, mock-moonc. hale., and
rainbows, make their gaudy but transite. appear-
auce; and here the water-spout, dreadful to' the
mariner ; here volls the dreadful thunder, horo Jight-
enings dact their vivid flames, and sometimes strik-
ing upon the carth, destroy its productions, fill its

, lest ono should

inhabitauts with terror, and sometimes rtithe them
dead ; hero the aurore, or streamers, the iznes fatui,
or wandeiing fires, ealled also Jack with the Lautorn :
hiere falling stars, as they are ignorantly termed, or
fiery bulls of various sizes, appear \'{llh splendour
during the gloom of night, and astonish mankind,
who too ofteu seom willing. with superdstious awe,
to find portentious omens of dire ealrmies in those
cnrinus, nhenomona, rather than invesigate thoir
causes. or discover their use.

T'o account for these various appearances jn a sa-
tislxetary manuer, it is pluin that we ought to have
an intimate aequaintance with the constitation of
the atmosphere : with the nature of those ponerful
agents by which it appears to be principally influ-
enced, viz. fice, light, and clectric fluid s ad with
their peculiar modes of operation and acttor upon
one aaether, and upon the atmosphere, ad this
in evory possible variety of circumstancos. Nor i
even all this sufficient, the various yheoonena of
rain, wind, snow. thunder. heat, cold, ~e. are
known to depend very much upon the sitation of
different places ou the surface ofthe cath: and
their ocensional variations are. with grert reason
suspretid to proceed, partly atleast, from changes
which take place in the bowels ofthe earth: whence
wo ~ught not only to be Ycrfcctly well acquamted |
with geography, but with mineralogy also: and
that to an extent at which human koowledge wiil
probahly nover arrive. o

In a subject so very difficult, it is not.to be suppo-
sed that any thing like a certain aud ostablished the- .
ary can bo lud down in this clementary work.  As!
evaporation, however, soems to be particularly |
concerned in the production of meteor, we shall
take a view of that operation of nature, the extent
of which we have noticed in the preecdng section.
‘This process may be reckoned 1 a parteular man-
ner the effect of heat.  Upon this princhlo, vaponr
is shown to bo a compound of water and fire; and)
such it is suppnsed to be by philosophers of the high-
est rank. ru constdering this operatton however,
as carricd on by nature, we shall soon fod, that it
proceedsin a wmauner very different from vhat takes
place in our chemical operations. In ho latior,
ovapoiauon is merely the cffect of heat and the
process caunot go on witout a consideratle degree
of it. In the natural way, on the coutrary, the
process gocs on under almost every dezree of cold
wo know: the vapours asceud to a height which has»
never vet been determined ; and, from the extrome!
cold which they sustain, shew evidemly that they!
are connccted with our atmosphere by weans ofj
some other agent besides heat.  From the continual |
ascent of vapour, indeed, 1f the operations »f nature !
were of the same kind with those of art, tie upper
varts of our atmosphiere wauld be always involved
in fog, by reason of the condensation of the vast
quantity which continuaily ascends thithar: but so
far is this from being the case, that in those clevated
regions to which the vapours continually 2scend, the
air is much drier than at the surface of tho ground.

From mauny experiments, indeed, it is evideat,
that water, after heing reduced into a state of
vanour, is capable of undergoing a certain change
by which it lays aside its fluidity eutirely, and even
to appoarance its spectfic gravity : so thatit bocawmes, |
as far as we can judge, a substance totally differcat}
from what it was before. After water has mmincd:
to this state, our inquiries concerning it mustin a great ¢
measure ceaso; but as it s not in the immediate |
product of ovaporation that rain has its source, and|
as vapours chango their natrre in the atmosphere,
50 as to he no longer sensiblo to the hygromoter, or
to the eyc, and do mot become vapour again till
clouds appear, wo must acknowledge it to bo very
probable, that the intermediate stato of vapouris no
other than air; and that the :louds do not procced
from any distiuct fluid in tho atmosphere, but from
a decomposition of a part of the air itsell, perfeetly
similar to tho rest.

Granting this to be the case, and we cz2n searcely
hiopo for a moro probable conjecture on the subjent,
the decomposition of tho vapour will be casily ac-
counted for —If by any natural process the wator
cau be converted into air, and if the latter is only
water pastially decomposed, then, by an inversion
of tho process. air may bo instantly re-converted
into wator, and will-become visible in fug or mist,
or be condensed into .:nin. consisting of greater or
smallor drops, according to the degree to which this

It is genorully supposed by meteorologists, fian
all the clouds, fogs, rain, bail, and snow, being
eleerified, that tho eleetrie fluid is the agent employ-
ed in the formation «f these moteors, and that it js
this dard which acts in the re-conversion of air into
water.  ‘Flug process may be particulurly observed
inn the summer season, wilcn the horizon is sudden-
¥ overeast, and a copions torrent of rain ensuoq.
whieh cannot be from the rising of any aqueous va-
pours at the time, but must be from a nrecipitation
of water that existed in an isvisiblo stato in the at-
wosphere.

Water may therefore exist in the air: Ist, in an
mvistblestate, which 1« the case when the discolving
power of air s cousuterable: 2dly, in a stato of the
maepient separation, in which case it foring clouds,
msts. or forrs; Adly aad lastly, in a state of actual
separation, v wiieh ease it forms either rain, pro-
purly so called, or snow, or hail.

Nl 20—
ON PERSPICUITY.

Perspicuity, it will be readity admitted, is the
wndamental quality of 8tyle: a quality so essenna)
i avery kind o wrinng, thst for the wani of it
nuthing can atone.  Withuut this, the richest ¢iun-
weuts of Style ouly glinwer threugh the dack 2 and
puzzle, instead of pleasiuz. theroader.  T'his, there-
fore, must be our first chjeet, to make our menmng
clewrly and fully undestoud, nnd understoud  widdi-
out the least difficul'y.  Quinctilian, suvs thus jm-
“ discourse ontght alway« to he obviou , even to the
* most careless and negligent hearer; so that the
s semse chall strike his miud, as the light of the sun
* does our eyes, thougli they are not divected up-
“waids to i, We must «tudy, not only that every
¢ hearer miy undenstand us, but that it shall bo -
s possible for him not o understand vs.™ I we ave
vhliged to follow a writer with much care, to pavse.
and toread over his seutences a second thwe, in order
to comprehend them fuliy, he will never please as
long.  Manhind are too indelent to relish so much
lahour. They may pretend to admise the authucs
depth after they have discovered his mcaning ; but
they will scldoin be inclined to take up his woik o
second time.

Authors sometimes pload the diffieulty of thor
snhject, as an oxcuse for the want of Perspicunty.
But the excuso can rarely, if ever, be admntie,
For whatever a man conceives cleatly, thatitis in
s power, if he will be at the trouble, 1o put m
distinct propositions, or to express cicerly to uthers:
and upon no subjectought any man 0 waite, whee
he cannot think clearly. His ideas, indeed, may,
very excusably, be on some subjiets mcomplete or
inadequate ; but still, as far as they go, they ought
to be clear; and, wherever this is the case, Perspr-
cuity in expressing them is always attainable. ‘The
obscurity which reigus so much wnoug many me-
taphysical writers, is, for the most part, owang to
the indxstinctness of their own conceptions.  ‘Lhey
see tho object but in a confused hight: and, of course,
can never exhibitit in a clear one to others.

Perspicuity in writing, is not to be considered as
merely a sort of nogauve virtue, or freedom fiom
defect. It has bigher merit: it s a degree of post-
tive beauty. Wo are pleased with an wuthor, we
consider him as deserving praise, who frees us (1o
all fatigue of searching for ﬁia meaning; who carnies
us througle his subject without any ewbarrassment
or coufusion ; whoso style flows aiways like a limpid
strearu, where wo sec to the very bottom.—1b.

il L

MORAL POWER OF THE PRESS.

Tho value of the press, as an auxiliary in the
causo of benevolence, is strikingly exhibited in the
following estimate. Without the zid of printing,
some of our noblest ipstitutions, as the Bible and
‘Tract Socioties, could net even exist, and all the
henevolent operations of the ago would be reduced
t~ a very low scalo®

It is announced in the London Times, that that
paper is now printed with an improved nachine,
which takes off the astonishing nunborof four thous-
and copies in an hour, or seventy in a munute. It
is computed that to write out the contents of ono of
tho numbsrs of thatfnpcr would cmploy an amanu-
ensis, six duys; and as abont 8000 copics aye circu-
lated daily, it would constanuy require 40,000 per-

inverted process is carried,

sons to accemplish what is now done with one press.



