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JOHIN JOHNSTON 0F GE NEVA.

The Country Genileman, of January l6tb, gives a
portrait aud mnemoir of this distinguîsbed agricul-
turist, from wvhich the Globe make3 thie, foowing
collations, mnainly to, show young farmers how
mucli eau bo gaiued by bringing brais Iyork to
bear uponl the liard realities of farm life, sud lîow
nccessary it is, if thie fariner desires to succeedy wvhen
once lie lias put lis slîoulder to the Ivork, tu per-
severe la well doing to the end.

B3orn in Newv-Galloway, Scotland, hl the year
1791, Mr. Johuston married in 1818, sud came to
the UTnited States early ln 1821. lu October of the
latter yesr, lie tooli possession of the farmn Ivhere lie
lias since lived, on thic border of Seneesa Lakec,
Ivithin et few miles of thîe village of Geneva. It
Ivas a stîff sud uncouîpromising Clay, some of il
swainpy, aud, thougli favored iu mauy respects as
to, situation, (a more eharming site could hardly bc
choses), offeriug at the lime a mucli botter pros-
pect for bard Ivork lhxai for a comfortable living.
The new owner, however, badi a genumne Scotch
fondsess for work, wvitlî the national perseverance
to back il and undertook the sk in lu ernest.,
Twelvo years luter, in 1833, Mr. Shirreif, a wvell
knowil Scotti8li agriculturist, visited tbis eountry'and pîîblished a narrative of his jouruoy on bis
returu, lu which lie spolie of Mr. Johnston's 19sixty
acres in wheat I as Il equal to auy crop of similar
cxtentIl lie hiad ever examiaed. At a day wlicn
littIe attention was paid to unusual methods of
promoting fertility, Mr. Jolinsion had constantly
used lime snd plaster (gypsumn), wvhich wverc ad-
nmirably adaptcd to the soil, aud, in conuectiou'çvith
judîcious management elsewhore, they brought hi
large returns. Ife began with them ou a smal
scalle, until flic experlmeut proved that they Ivero
zuitable for thme purpose.

Whcui underdraiuing liega ob-avctyds
cussed lu Great Britain, MJr. Johuston felt aI once
a decp interest iii the subjeet. He bocame con-
vinced of its sdvautages, aud that it Ivas preeisely
wbat a large portion of our land requires to enable
il ho, bear flic vicissitudes of the season aud perfect
its harvosts. la the year 1835 ho sent for a tule,
fromn Scotland, as a pattern, aud becamne the Pio-
ncer of tile draiuing la America. This uccessi-
tatced a bcavy expeuse that could only bc met ou
borrowed capital, sud people about thougithlie
Scotelunan was a little crazy Ilion. Houver, iu
this, as wvith limae aud plaster, luis judgemeut vas
anmply vindicated lui the resuit.

The use of tho draining tile, wlierever laid, very
mnucl anmeliorated Mr. Johnston's la.nd, aud added
tb its productive ares. soie fields that were beforo
to wet to bo of nay real value at all. The wiuter-
killig of thme wheat vas mucli reduced or wholly
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obviated ; the grass, whIich, perhiaps, appeared no
nmore thrifty to the eye, Nwss fouiud thioker on the
grouud, wvith a licavier burden to, go to the barnn;
quacki, whicli it sceins ahunost imipossible to kili on
wet land, ivas mî:cl mnore casily eŽxterîinîîsted; the
fertiliýzers applied, iwhether manuire fromn the barn-
yards, or limie aud plaster, scmcd mnore eflicacious
thian ever, and in thlese and other ways, the ilcroc-
kory"I 80011 repaid the boans, and its eflècts arc StiR
visible for good.

Applying an active and thioiughItfil mind to the
Nvork of the farni, and knoiving the importance of
mianure, lio followed the Scotch practice of buyiiig
stock in the fal and fccding thoni througli the
iiter, to seli for thie butchers ia spring. Exer-

cising a sound judgnîent iii the selection of stock
for the purposo of feeding to advsntage, lie also
showcd skill l the choice of thjeir food. Ho used

ol cake largely, but Ibis ehiief dependence ivas upon,
Indian corn, tincly grouild snd nioistened, along
wvitlî ivell. curcd carly eut hiay. As lie thouglit it
Iviser to taise Ilirce lîundred busiiels of wheat on
texi acres rather thsan on thirty, solu n uying cattle,
lie preferred sucli as wvould attacli the ixnost pounds
of flesh to at single stoinach, rather than have two
digestive systems at Ivork to produce but little lar-
ger net resuits. Ho lias fed shecep more exclusive-
IV than cattie, and ivith even g-reater advantage.
of course vory large quantities of rmanure ivere
mnade, and to tbis day the old gentleman's oye lias
a quiet twiukle Ivhen you lead hlm to talli of wvhat
dung wvill do for the land.

One of Iiis great innovations ivas thle applying of
masure to, the soil in the fail. In tbis practice ho
for a long timne stood nearly alone, il being 80 con-
trary to popular notions, as IVel-l as opposed by
scieutifi e n. But the resuits of hlis practice,
especîally thme spreading of eomiposted miasure on
wvinter -%heat, proved so signslly sucecessful, that
thme practice extended, and even science hsad to own
that for once she Ivas bellînd baud. The early
cutting of grass for hiay, wvas stcadily practised for
ycars by Mr. Johinston, and hoe was too sbrewd a
Scotchimauî to stick to it uuless hoe fouund it miore
profitable than the practice toc0 generally folloiwed
by farmers, of loaving thîe grass secds to ripon bc-
fore cutting the grass.

Ho took- great; interest lu advancing thÔ know-
ledge of agriculture among the mnasses, aud often
gave lis methods of procedure, as ivell as tho
results of bis practice 'iuud experience, ho time wvorld,
tlîroughî lthe colunins of the old Geneva £',rmer, sud
sfterwards tbrougu those of the C'ountry Genitd-
Mail.

During the past ten years Mr. Jobuston lias been
gradually witbdrawing from thie direct manage-
ment of bis farm-very gradually, liowever, as long
habit I. .us intcrwvoven ils labors sud probleins weo
niglit almost say, into, tbc wbole web, of bis
tlîougbits and existeuce-aud hoe still retains quito
an ares under bis owui superinteudence. The sud-
dein dealli of bis wifc, soie lime previously, from a
strolie of lightnling, iwhile standing just before
bcr owni door, uvas a sad bercavememit; but otmer-
%vise, the auiturnui of biis life 1usd be en for hlmn a
peruliarly hîappy sud honorable season. Grand-
chiîdren and grcat-grand-cbildreu have coule lu
turm t nestle lu bis anms, and long may lie be
sparcd 10 tell them stories of luis owu youth and- of
thme great-grandfatbcr in wboso arms lho lu tumu was
fondled, so many years ago, iu cg bonnie Scotlamid.1


