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cstablished firm and unmovable, the-¢ may intervene
a dismal period of doubt. sceptic”..n and infidelity ?
There is, we think, such a possibility—many circum-
stances point to it.

In the presant ac can see the dawning of on age
destrmed, 1t would scan, to wittess the must rapid .
ward strides in alimost every domain of human thought.
No unprejudiced person who for a moment reflects on
what has been accomplished during the past few years can
doubt this.  Already man has cast aside many of the
t-ammels which bound him down to certain lines of
thought, and 1s fast emancipating himself from others.
He no longer hesitates to grapple with the deepest prob-
lems. He will demand of the carth, the universe, her
history ; will pry inte the scerets of life, unravelling as
far as pusmibic the wy stery |, vl place Christiandty iteclf
in the cruable and assay wilh the fiery test of reason
and experience.  Thus more than cver it becomes neces-
sary that those who still hold loyally to the religion of
their fathers, should fitst o all and for themselves thor-
oughly understand the nature of that in which they be-
licve, be in 1o uncertainty about it ; and sccondly, that
they should be able to give a clear and  definite account
o' it to others.

There 1> no high road to le.rning, it can only be at-
tamned to by panstahing, diligend scarch.  This with refer-
cnce to such a branch of theolugical scieace as Apologetics
applics with particular force. . Men cannot expect that a
special miracle will be worked in their behalf, cnabling
them,without any previous training,with bu* the véry mie-
ticst notions on many points of vital importance in the re-
ligious system which they profess to believe, and without
the famtest wdea of the nature or hearings of some of
the most powerful objections that are constantly being
brought against this belicf, when occasion arises, to re-
move doubt by the apt caplanation, to combat scepti-
cism and mfidchty by well reasoned, unanswerable, con-
vircing anguments. They must leamn, they must be
taught, and not in a half-hearted, uncertain, imperfect
manner, which probably does far more harm than good,
by aither driving 2 man into indifference or despair by
teachine him of the existence of such doubts and Jiffi-
cultics, but nut praviding the Jue that may extricate
him, or clse, for a = hittle leaming is often a dangerous
thing,” so pufting him up with self-assertiveness, that he
is more than fikddy o be invalved in needless discussions,
bringing «crtamn defeat, by the unuise assertion of his
wsatceent, and so Qg ws e himsell is concerned., but
imperfectly apprehendad arguments The training thea
must b < wel, must be exhaustive, and such tiaining
can never I caimad, as our correspondent fairly states,
Ly the attenddan: © on ance lecture of onc hour each week,
be that ledture G so admirable,. We think  that some
chane v teeessay and that amrangements should be
made soas s une s aler fadlities for instriction in
one of the meal ampasitant subjects, not alone of a Theo-
logica?, but alu of a seund Chrictian education,

ET NOIR.
COMNMUNICATIONS.

7o the Editors of ROUGE ET NoiRr:

Drar Siks,—Soume ycars ago Scholarships were
awarded in the College, tenable for a number of years on
the result of a single examination.  This plan was after
wards found to be far from benefidial of the present one
of making the scholarships tenable for a single ycar sub-
stituted.

Novw, it sccms to mce that some such system might be
apphicd with advantage to the position of organist ; why
not have the salary now paid the organist awarded as a
scholarship in music to the man who should pass the
best examination in that subject, and Iet him be bound
to do the work now done by the organist. If this plan
were adopted it ought to do away with much of the dis-
satisfaction now expressed with the Chapel music, for
cven if there should be no improvement still we should
have the best man available under the circumstances

Yours, ctc,
Music.

To the Editors of ROUGE ET NOIR:

Sirs,—In the correspondence columnn of y-our last issuc
appeared a letter signed “Beta” in which the writer be-
wailed that a number of men were not yet “awakenced to
a sensc of their duty and privilege,” of attending choir
practice. He proceeded to draw attention that through
the remissness of these sinners, proper attention can not
be paid to the prepamation of new hymn tuncs and
chanis I have been in College now for some time, and
during my first Freshman terms attended both friday
and Sunday vractices regularly.  As long as 1 continued
to do so—! do not know how it has been since - at least
on Friday evening, a very fair representation of the musi-
cally inclined men were present, but in spite of this fact
the same old-stack tunes, which have been in use since
the beginning, were practiced with a religious puactu-
ality. I am just as anxious as any :nan mn College to
have a hearty musical scrvice in our Chapel, and an of
the opinion that there would be little difficuity in having
such, but until I find that the arganist intends trying anc
or two new tunes 1 shall never put in an appearance at
his practices.

Yours, cic.,

Aprl 12th. Gamuia.

—

THE STUDY OF APOLOGETICs.

o the Editors of ROUGE LT Noik :

DEaR Sik+,~—1 am surc that both you and ali readers
of your paper will agree with me when I say, that if any
one branch of theology requires particular attention at
the present day, it is s\pologetics.

Never was there a time when the fmith of Chnsteadom
was more assailed by the forces of Infidelnty, and, i con-
sequence, never was there greater nead of its being de-
fended.  The subtlely of reasening and variety of anru-
ment brought to bear upon our belief are simply
incredible

The number of weighty boaks wntten agamst Chne-
tianity by master minds s smmense, and the namc of
the productions of thasc whom I may call the skirmish-
ers of thecenemys, is legion. It is these Iatter which are,
i think, at present to be mast feared, for they are casily
accessible ta the masses, and are <cattered hroadcast



