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clupy iu the tlîoughlts of men, we ciannot. fail to have our best faculties
dirred by the spectacle of an enthusiastie nature rexnaining courage-
ously and unswervingly truc to its own highiest aspirations, and
resolved to employ every encrgy in the sacred task of recording thema
in sonie form, however inadlequate, upon the page of the world's
history.

The workcs of Elizabeth Darrctt Browning are s o evidontly subjec-
tive that somne analy'sis of leicrcer becomes nccessary in order
to understand thein. In the preface to an edition of lier earlier
poems she infornis us of the wvay iii wbich sue viewed tbem: "Poctry
lias been as serions a thing to nie as life itself, and life bas becu a
very serions tliing. I have donc niy wvork so far as worlz: îîot as
nmere band and hecart workz, apart froin the persoîial being, but as the
complcicst nqessiom of Mlai bciny to which I couli attain; and as
Nwork I offer it to the public, féeling its shortcoinings more deeply
than any of nmy readers, because uîeasuircd by tic heigbit of xuy
aspiration; but feeling aiso tliat the revereiîce anîd sincerity with
wvhichi the -work was done should give it some protection w'ith the
revereut and sincere." No wonder, thon, that bier sensitive pukem
throbs in almost eveîy line of lier poetrvY, and Jhat, as we rea(l, '%'e
seein to sec lier pale face whîite with tiiouglt, bier oe kiiidled. large
with intense mnotion, lier baud trembling iii its ea-erness to trans-
cribe the records of lier iinost soul. Stirred as she iras to thca
deptlis of lier being, lier tireles.s eîîergy exposes all lier faults and
failings, and lier spirit-glance does not always fiuîd a fittingr reflection
in ivords. Like the inspired Pythoness, who sometirnes grewv inco-
lierent under the freîîzy of the Pelpbic god, lier tbougbits flash ont in
the zigyzag(rof the lighl ning, ratlier tlîai wvitl tue clear, st". dy radiance
of tlîe 8tar. As far as style is coziceried, she- is ctir;ois]3y unin-
fluenced by some of lier Greek models; for it, is impossible to bc
classically statuesque, wlîen the hieait is pouring forth its Ipass;i(iiate
refrain with groanings tliat cannot be uttercd.

Tiiere is soniething profoinifly inspiring iii tlîe picture of thlis
fragile girl confrontiug -%witl sucli immiovable resolution every obstacle
whichi stood in lier patlh, and boldly iglîtiîîg, ont the bkattIe betwveen
phiysicai weakness and the iminortal strenigth of geîiius. ]Richter
somewliere says: "The -,orldl docs Nvitl poets as wc do writh birds:
it darkcns their cages until the~y bave learned what they are to siîîg"
lu the cliaxber of a large, dreary London bouse, whitlîer the fainily
had rexnoved shortly tifter the "Pronîetlieus " N'as fiinisled, thiis yonng0


