
ing with Enîily, but makes flic poei Uic nicans of unfolding

to us the grand purposes of thec Divine mind iii relation to
hutimn suffering:

Distress and desolation spread
Tlu'ougm luman hearts and pleasure dead-
Dead-but to rise again on earth
A second and yet nobler birth
Dire overthrowv and yet how high
The re-ascent in sanctity.

The poemîî lias no (lefihiite endilng, but passes off, as it wverc.
inito the illiitable, c,-rrying-c our thioughyts w'itlî it upl to cahîî
hicigyits of eternal stuîshine.

1 have said niothingy of "'flic E-xcuirsioni," uior ini a short arti-

cle upon MWordsw'ortlî's characteristies is tiiere iîîucl xîeed. It
einboclies flhc saine principles as have heeui refCrrc(l tc>. Wordls-
worthi lias Iinîiseif infornied us tlîat it xvas after the composition
of " The Prcluclc " tlîat the idea of this stili grcatcr w'ork oc-
curred to Iiiîîi. I-le couicluded to conipose a l)lilosollical

1)0cn colitainingr vie\vs of nman, nature andl society, to be callcd
"he Recluse." The Recluise wvas probably the pcrsonage ini-

troduiced in, " Tfli Excursion " as the Solitary-a nmail driven

iîîto the (lespair of bereavem euit by the (leatli of lus Nvife and
childrcn, i-oused again into fcverislî excitemeut by flic break-
in- out o! the Frenîch Revolution, led to wild e.xcesses duriiug
its progress, and finally lîunted back b)' the deeper (lespair

caulsed by its bloo(ly and terrible failutre into a loniely iîook

aniong the nîountains, whiere a miisanthrope and sceptic, dis-

believing God and doubting mian, lie eonsiiuiied the xveary days

ini absolute loneliuîess. The subject of "Tlic Excursion" is the
contrast betweeni this lonely iniibittercd andl iiiserable mn' and(

thie iii)personation o! Ch ristian pliilosophy, cli eerfilniess an d
wisdonu, called the Wauîderer. ÎNo doulbt the poet's pirpose
wzas to reconcile the Solitary to the uiniverse and bring ii

back to God and man. Thiis, io-wever, lie liever conipleted.
Tlirougyhout tlîis poein every page brenthes the atuiospiiere of
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