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Blind Agnos' Christmas. ber; she always was very good ta hi, about

r E. L T. for ho was a lonely boy who seemed ta I hop
somro h .sT have nobody to care for him. There was about

e to-morrow Christmas, the day I eomething very pleasant in bis smile, thoug

year, 50 strange and pleasant, has yet and ho bad the most bonet, cheerful alway

seened lotI to o; blue eyeswhich lookedstraight in every- I au
fragrance of t he May bloom la faint body's face. His father had been a laugh
ani fgr ava>',
sented-rose of summer I scarce recall soldier and had died soon after the try <
to-day. war when Jack was a baby, and bis cas c

mother bad been dead for several years woul
ard the spring birds chatter and chirp toc. Jack lived at old Mr. Josiah spen
in guileioss gise,Jaklvda 

l 1 oshspn

new wen honeysuckle gave nectar to Patten's, nome itnre eut ocf tbn gho
the bee, village, and worked for bis beard an thia
t the first stray leaflets get tangled In clothes and scbooling. Lt was a gooa boys.
tuty hlair,
heate brow vas faned by cool October home for bim; but Mr. Patten and bis else,

air w wife, and ber sister. Aunt Susan, who pleas
was lame, were aIl tlderly people, and flush

constantly I've prayed for this season the bouse was net very near any other he w

of the year, housse, mo sometimes after supper our peop
I thin that Jesus must nov, indeed, friend felt a little bit sad and wisbed look
draw near, fht ephmeg

nemtbering the morning when He becme for some of bis cronies ta keep him onge
a child, omiîpany. They wers very kind ta hi. sent

Slan wilthn a manger, lu winter cold and ho had plenty ta eat, and old give
an wld. Mr. Patten always spoke chif i as a The

hough I cannot see Him trhen He comes good steady boy; but, te tolr the Pat
from above truth, Jack (elt restlesa sd tire cf pie,

th myrrh of trustiul wa:t'ng and frankin- things sometimes, and wondered if bein
ceuse of love,
hubly knse l bafore Hlm and touch Hl • i vooldn't have been splendid if bis thei

garment k bhite, mother were slive and they had kept port
d He will amile and answer, "My child, bouse in the village somewhere. The Pat

receive thy sight." Pattens didn't like to have hilm go last

annot be mist.aken; it muet Ne down t the village in the evening; they cent

Coule ; did not think it was a good plan for a obli

id though, for awe and gladnes, perhaps boy to be out alter dark, and at any ber.

1 shal lis duxub, rats it vas avec tva miles. But oce chai
t He vill take the worship and gratitude a fortnigh the clans as always in- mat

I brlng,
id H m Ill heb r the anthem my lips refus vited to Mien Duncan's te Épend the any

ta H 1ing. eening, and Jack never missed going. way
They never came away until nine ain

b Christmas dawn i lifting the world o'clock, for most the boys lived close him
froin niglit and gioom,

oe Chriatan d glaam lu ruddy .ithlu a by. Bo the Pattens went te bed be- cou

Uh room ; tveen eight and nine, au ususl, and put as I

lie shout of triumph, "Mmma! " a the key of the end door outaide the win- J
child' tones Hing, dow. It was a great sacrifice for Jack's peo

Christ, the King ' comfort, though he was quite uncon- di,
scious of it. They said at first thathe str

es happy word. gro softer, grov softer hd better leave before the rest did, but aft
an t whosu csre; he looked se disappointed that Mrs. coa

pon the palld features sleeps an eternal Patten, who was very kind-hearted, the
poace ; 

yr idbatth

hp sveet Young ma-th serenely in mîîing, put in a word for him. But old Mr. thi

hut l n dum o Patten always kept awake and listened ths
he loug years' vish là granted, the tender until h board Jack come in, and th

Christ has come. then stole into the cold side-entry no

the priesta and prophots andi martfr m bis bedrooms to be sure that the A

grave anti grand, door wa locked. go

Lmong the asining seraphs of heaven's Jack'& own room was up-stairs, and up
holy landi, ssta<'>

o-day a chilh ei kneeeing, to go up softly and throw cff La

longer dil bis clothe., and tumble into bed as th

lholdin ehat G d keepeth for those vho quiok as h. oould. The window faced sc
hwait for Hm.k north-mst, and al winter there was a lu

great bright star that used to Icok in. w

Jack'* Kart' Ohrltma On these nights when Jack was awake M
a' erAry hrXIstWMa. later than nusal, the star was almost ut fo
BY SARAH RNE JEwE'TT• the top of the window, and it seemed h

JAcK and aIl the rst cf the boys to have been waiting, ta be sure that b

were very fond of their Sinday-school he as nsae iu bed, wore it cimb of

teacher. Miss Duncan was somhow higher in teh aw, ana wvont eut cf

very goad cmpany on Sunday, and abe sight. Somehov that star fi grent si

continuedt to ind things to say about del f compas bk for Jche. f

bte baesfl wbicb th. boy@ liked te be, But I muet go hache te Lb. Eunda>' w

and it bhi a fubios of i okig that morning on tey were talking about ti

heur an Sunday a goad deal to do with Christmas. Miss Duncan suddenly b

the rout of Lba veeya. I think it ws move closer to them along th seat, u

very linant clan mysrîf; ose or to and looked ver> good-natured. "IL t

af the bos v ers net geod bos ba am osene to me vs are al thining about n

oeans, but everyose of g hlik Mss vat we ar ikely tu get," muid ash.

Duncan d voul do a oâ del te "I was wondering what somebody 1
Due ber. Th.y had liked ber from would b likely te give me myselif. iIl i

e beginuing (@h. had hd the clame te what we vili Yl do. Suppose v

for tva yeurb), and I bel've that was try to se how many people we can

tho secret of ber suct.u. surpri on Chriatmuas day, by doing
Ose Suto in tbe m.iddle of Dece.- sommthiug te make thom have a good

ber, nhi dayLb. test cf the Sudayoohool time, and we vill make it a ruil as far

ver, shging, the boys vho •er as oul, te gi" things without ask.

er s a cln ifted viLl musical lag anybody for the money. Of course

overa, aes tal together, d Mi that ws b. a strict rule, but I think

oDuwros, Wo touli tot heg bosat, w vii be astoulshod te gnd how

fuad that .w hi o ori v sgU about many little pleasures, and gret oses

ohratsuan d that the .>ers plig too, we m givo people without buyin
vht Lb.>sh ud do, Jeak am amé thsa. And we voat think se ais'

F

-

our fathers and motherm-whom ifford lierself a fire. Perhaps she miglt '
e we shall give ta anyway-as be sick or even dead. S>metimes it il

outaide people, whom we never would be many days that nobody to
lit oh before at Christmas tine. I would seo ber. He wondered if she i
h and mysef thinking about what hlad ever heard of Christmas, and thien to
going t have," said Miss Duncan, he laughed as ho thought how angry t
ing; <'and this year l'm going to she would ho if he tried to do anything ai
give my whole md ta whit I to make ber have a good time. But

a for my friends. I believe it something kept the thought of doing a
d be the bent Christmas we ever it still in his mind. No matter if t

in Our hives. ahle were angry ho meant ta try ; there h

meo th vay Mien Duncan said were no few people whu belonged to l

made a great impression on the him in any way. The door opened as w

And Jack more than anybody he watched i, and old Becky came out 1 k

perbaps beoauso ho wished ta slowly, as if she moved with groat pain, 1
e Mia Duncan, ft a varm little and gathered up a few sticks of wood.
cone into bis absolt as ho tbaught Shg had a little Wood lot, not far away, i
ould do ever o many things that but Jack noticed that ber wood.pile
le would like. o had not been bad quite disappeared.
ng farward t Christmas very " I gues she's sick," he said to him.

rly, exoept on account of the pre- self, and alter hcuitating a minute lie

that Miss Duncan herself might ran up the lane.
hitu, at abad the year bafore. "What do you want l" the id
day vas neyer netied at the woman growled when she saw him;

en; they vere old-fashioned peu- she had been stooping over the

they alwae spoke sedately of its ground to fil her apron with chips,
g Chritmas day, and thon turned and she could hardly traighten herself

r minds at once te other more im- up again.
ant subjects At New Year's Mr. " l'Il take in nome wood for you if

ton always gave Jack a dollar, and you want me ta," said the bay.
year Âint Susan had added fifty 1 s'pose you' l want to ho paid ail
, because @he uaid ho vas very outdoor for it," she growled agin.

ging about bringing in od for e wI van't afford ta , ir, ye."
gin oould ba dly stir out of ber Jack iaughed and saidi ho was hired

r, he wld me tffened i rheu. out already, ho would take it in for ber

imm. "I don't know there was and welcome. Il You're mot out o'

good of it," she sud, by the wood, aren't you 1" maitl he.

y of apology ta Mrs. Patten. " It "Therem plenty over in my wood lo'

t everybody would do so well by that was out laut int er, but h ca'd

as we do, but I thought l'id en- get nabocy ta haul it," said tbe alt

rage the boy, and ho would be full woman.
ikely ta keep stiddy." Jack gathered np what Wood ho

ack did not know a great many could ind, and took it into the house,

ple, and lie was a shy boy. He which was foi lorn i ad coild as n oise

not dare te offer anything to could be. Somehow lie pitied her more

angeru, and as ho walked home than he ever had before, and lie madu

er meeting along the rough frozen up bis mind that he woull g t lier

d, ho felt a little discouraged, for some wood, if Mr. Patten would lend

re seemed te be nobody te do any- him the old hore to haul it, and lie

ng for. Then ho said to himmef could sai it and split it, and have a

at there were the folkis at home; Joad ready for CÇaristnias day. The

y weren't bis father and mother, thought of doing this gave hini great

he could put tnem on the lit. pleasure. He was sure tiat Mi-s

id ho remenbered that ho had a Duncan would say it was a kind thing

od stock of walnuts, and ho made to do, and beside that, lie knew iL

bis mind tha., he would carry a was right. Jack was trying ta o good,
of them to each of the boys in and sometimoi it was very lard wai k,

e clams. Walnuts had been very for lie was quick tempered, an was

acce that year, and he had beon always getting angîy beture ho knew it.

cky in finding some trees a good When he reached home the Pattens

ay out of town. Then there was were wondering why ho lied been mo

ins Duncan; he must find something long. He took his seat at the dinner

r ber. He thought everything of table, and began ta eat bis Sund îy
er,and the had lent him ever no many dinner of baked beans, for ho was a
oks, and bad been very kind ta him. growing boy, and as hungry as they
e never felt afraid of Miss Duncan. are apt ta be. "I steppetd up te

When ho was nearly home be caught old Becky Nash's," he said al she's
ght of an old black bouse over in the sick, and she was trving te lug in soime
eld. An old woman livedthere all alone wood."
hom nobody liked. She was thought I" You have gene and got pitch all

have considerable money laid up, over your bout clothes," said Mrs. Pat-
ut she was very stingy. She was an ton, who did not osent te lo in a,'elY
ntidy, crosm-looking old creature, who good humour. I Sie's got money to

aemed in.the course of a long life hire belp if abse wants i," and Ja<k

ever ta have made a friend. Sh. was fgushed a littie, and felit chilled anid
,rowing very feeble now, everybody discouraged. " Well, ho ought te thitik

new, but she was ao.disagreeable and of bis clothes, but it was right of the
naolant Whon any of the farmers'wives, boy te do ber a kind turn,seeilg he wis

who were ber neighbours, undertock te sick," said Mr. Patten, and Jack feIt
lo anything for ber, that they sldom very grateful to him for taking bis
ug'ered their services. She would cali te part.
Jack, as ho went by and ask him te do It was two or threo days before lie

errands for herbut one day ahe accused ventured to tell Mr. Patten of lis
him of stealing fron ber some of the plan for getting Bocky a load of Wood,

change, and ho had nover been hailed and h. was very pleased because the
ince. Poor old Boky Naslh 1 old man was willing, and gave a mont

Jack looked at lthe ouse (there did cheerful osenset. It was to be a
not neem t ho an smoke coming out secret, and Jack hurried through with'
of the chimune), and wondered if he bis wo k, so that h. could have time to
bad grown so stingy that the oould not mw or uplit for a little while every
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