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PLEASANT HOURS.

Work and Play.
‘F'uw boys were waiting in the road

For Jue to como and play

‘W'l like to know what keeps you so,”
Lmpaticntly cried they,

** Wo've waited nearly half an houes
Do hurry, Joe, " they cried.

* 111 bo there —when my work 1s done;
Not till then,” he replied.

** Cutne on, come on ; tho work can wait,”
“Lhey urged, *till by-and hy.”
* Tt imght, of course, but I don’t think
It will,” was his reply.
““\When I've a task to do, I like
I'o do it right away ;
Woork fisst, my father says, thoo fur |
And what he says, 1say."”

Hutrah for Jue ! such talk as that
Is whut U like to hear;

But many boys will not agree
With Joe and me, { fear.

Play first, and last, and all the tinee,
Waould suit must buys, Tkoow ,

But that. Pm very glad to say,
Is not the way with Joc,

When you've a task to do, my boys,
Don’t put it off, and say

You'll do it when «ou’ve had your fun,
But do it right away.

Thas ** putting off * suun forms, sy lads,
A nubit to deplore ;

\Vho promptly does his work cnjoys
His pleasuro all the more.
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SPECIAL OFFER OF SUNDAY-SCHOOL
PAPERS.

Iy order to clear out all back numbers of the
IHustrated Sunday school papers before removing
to our new publishing premiscs, these papers will
be sent in assorted parcels of one hundred each, for
the nominal sum of 10 cents per 100—only one-
tenth of regular price. Schools opening in the
spring may thus get the back numbers. Poor
schools may get papers for every scholar. Embrace
the chance while the stock lasts give them to all
the children--distribute them as tracts —send them
to lospitals, poor houses, gaols —to lumbermen,
fishermen, railwaymen. Only 10 cents per 100,
post free.

T0 SCHOOLS OPENING IN THE SPRING.
More schools than ever are taking the Methodist
Magazine to circulate instead of librarics, as being
fresher, cheaper, and more attractive. The splen-

INTEFRIOR OF MR. SPURGEON'S TABERNACLE IN LONDON.

didly illustrated articles are of great value to both
teachers and scholars.  The Magazine mukes a

change of type, it will contain a good deal more
reading, which will be lnrgely devoted to high class
serinl and short stories, by ¢ Saxe Holm,” Mrs,
Barr, and otlers. Among the illustrated articles
will be “'The Lands of the Bible,” with over one
hundred fine engravings; “ Round About England,”
“#lere and There in Europe,” “The Germun Futher-
land,” *“ Flemish™ Pictures,” * Paris Durving the
Exhibition of 1889,” “Xome Life in Holland,”
“The Mountain of the Monks,” “The Salt Mines
, of Austria,” *Life Sketch of Lady Brassgy," “0On
"the La Platn,” “The Wonders of the Yosehite,”
and “The Sagucnay,” by the Rev. Hugh Johuston,
B.D.; ¢ 3Balloons and Ballooning,” *Mlission Life
and Labour in China,” “Swiss Pictures,” ¢ Italian
Pictures,” “The Land of the Pharaohs,” “In the
Levant,” ete. etc. All these will be copiously illus-
trated. Also, “Daily Life of the Insane,” by Dr.
Daniel Clark, Superintendent of the Toronto Luna-
tic Asylum ; * Vagabond Vignettes,” * Methodisin
in the Black Country,” * The Miserics of a Palace,”
ete., etc.

£ SeeciaLl Terus to ScHOOLS.

Some schools have taken 10 copies. Send for
special rates. Circulars and specimens free on ap
plication. Back numbers supplied. Subscriptions
taken by any Methodist minister ; or may be sont
to the Mrruonist Book Roous, Toronto, Montreal,
and Halifax.

The Sunday-School Banner. .

Tae Rev. J. Greene, of Lucknow, writes thus
of the Sunday-school Banner:—*In studying the
Sunday-school lesson a fow weeks ago, I was struck
with the live manner in which it was treated in
the Banner, and wondered whether we were as en-
thusiastic as woe should be in circulating it among
our people. It would be an acquisition to any
family, and would tend to awaken a deeper in-
terest in the work of the Sunday-school as well as
in the intelligent study of the Seriptures.” Get
hold of the current number, and examine it. You
will want it. And it is so low—only 60 cents per
sunum, Try it

highly-attractive announcement for 1889. By a|

S8AVED BY A VOIOE

A vERy intevesting incider.t occurred in the earfit

ministerial life of M.
veritied to the person who mude 1t pubhie. Ty :
yenrs ago or more he was invited to preach in (3
vast Crystal Palace at Sydenham.  Woull

voice fill the immense aren? Resolving to test 8

Spurgeon, and which

he went in the morning to the palace, and thinkigeE

for n passage of Scriptuie to repeat, this, ns
reached the stage, came to nund :

“This is a f.ulgR

ful saying, and worthy of all acceptation, t.{R
Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinnerdg

be heard, and then repeated the verse in a soft ’

tone.

More than a quarter of a century later, M
Spurgeon’s brother, who is a pastor, was called
the bedside of & man, an artisan, who was near i
end. :

“ Are you ready 1" asked the pastor. ,

%0 yes!” answered the man, with assurance, §

*Can you tell me how you obtrined the saldl
tion of your soul?” R

“1It is very simple,” said the artisnn, his fJ
radiant with joy. “I[ awm a plumber by te
Some years ago I was working at my occupaufl

under the dome of the Crystal Palace, und thou.d8

myself entircly alone. I was without God A8
without hope. All at once I heard a voice, conil
from heaven which said,
and worthy of all acceptation, that Christ Ju3
came into the world to save sinnors’ By @
meaning of these words I was convinced of sig
Jesus Christ appeared to me as my Saviour. #
accepted bim in my heart as such at the s
moment, and I have served him ever since.” :

God honours his word. Suppose Mr. Spurg
hnd used a secu]nr scnumcc to try his voi »:;'

known !
“get to the root of things,” and adds: “ The g
mines of Scripture are not in the top soil ; f
must open a shaft ; the precious diamor..:s of ex
ence are not picked up in the roadway ; their se
places are far down. Get down into the vituli
tho solidity, the veracity, the divinity of the w{
of God, and scek to possess all the mwnrd work
the blessed Spirit.”

3.
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