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only to the erpected actions of others, over
whom he has no controul, and therefore he
can express no volition or determination;
while “shall” on the other hand, used in the
second and third persons, denotes o positive
wnfluence of the speaker on the actions of
others, and his resolute determination 10 com-
pel them to fulfil his intentions. It therefore
then absolutely promises, determines, com-
mands or threatens.

For 1nstance, with regard to the use of these
anxiharies m the first person :—suppose a per-
son seized with =idden and dangerous illness,
or accidental’y 1eft in perilous danger in a
house on fire, . nd crying in vain for assisi-
ance ;—he excla ms, * I shall die, no one will
help me?’—or, * 1 shall be burnt, nobody will
save me!’ Herc the word “shell’” proper-
ly expresses the possibility or probabilily of
his dying or being burnt, contingent on receiv-
ing 20 help; while ©will” equally implies the
deterirination of others not to help him. At
the same time, the phrase “nobodywill” being
m the third persom, (meaning anybody il
not, that s, ke, she or they will not,) also fore-
fells that others will not, or do not intend to
act m lus behalf. But if the exclamations
were altered, by changing the places of the
two auxihianies, thus, I will die, nohody shall
help me,” or, “I il be burnt, nobody shall
save me,” how widely different woi id be the
meaning! By this mode of speech, t e speak-
€T expresses not only his own volinon or de-
termmation to die or be burnt, but also his
posutive resolution to prevent all others from
wterfening with him: there is no mere foretel-
hing, no conuingeney or uncertainty in the case :
his speaific meaning is, 1 arill dic or beburnt;
I am defermined, I zm resolred on it; nobody
shall save or preve~t me: 1 will not allewr any
onc to do so.” Hence, we see, how important
115 to remember the relative distinctinns of
meaning between the two auxiliaries, accord-
ing 0 the prrson in swhich they are used. and
to employ them wih strict correctness in or
dimary phrasealagv and composition ; sering
that thor real oficnt i so peculiariy varied by
carcless mus-usage. We thus pereeive, alen,
that the very common practice of using “ 3l
for * chall” in the first person, when contir-
gency or miere possbality is implied, when a
precedent action of nfuence is understood,
and when posifire, obsolule. uncentrouiled vo-
linon or determ 15 notmiended, is mani-
festly erroncous and ungrammatical ; yet how
oftens do wo witness the phrase ** aoe w2358 em-
ployed, 0 foretell a probable resaly, dependent

on a previous contingency. For instance,
the timber duties be altered, we willall bers
ed"—*If the City become bankrupt, we u
have to be assessed, to pay the deb1”—*1§
the Legislature do their duty, and we will
be saved’’—“Gentlemen of the Jury, decd
according to the evidence before you and
arill certainly receive a verdict at your hands”
“1,et us all live according to the Gospel of
Saviour, and we 2l reccive the inheritance
eternal life.”—In all these cases, it is cvide
that the verb « H3ll”* is falsely employed 4
stead of ¢ Shall and these examples are
ficient to shew, that this misusage 18 indectj
very common error; so common, indeed, 1§
not only is it frequently heard in collogwal
tercourse, but also in pulpit and forensic
quence, and in other public and studied ded
mations, wherein we should least cxpect 1t I
1t may perhaps be objected, by casual
servers, that thereare cases in which the phrd
“are will’ may correctly be employed, in «
nection with preceding contingent cir
stances; and this, indeed, is true. But i
fact does not invalidate the rule already H
down ; it actually strengthensit. * W3L|
the first person, must imply volition—a g
sonal power of acting in the spesker; but
all the examples of false usage which I h
adduced, there is no Tolition, no power
roluntary action; the resuit wholly depe
independently of the will of the person aff
by it, on the occurrence of the preceding o
tingency, and therefore “shall® is the pred
auxiliary to be used ; but in the correct nezf
the auxiliary “uill* in the first person,
though there may be a previous condw
inducement, yet the power, the volition,
will of the speaker is still _free to act at p
sure ; and the performance of the subseqecy
acvion depends on that volition. Thus, in
phrases, “If you will pay the pnce, we ©
sell vou the article,”—*If he will comply
our terms, we will enterinto the agreement. 3
“Let them pay the costs, and we will
continur the action " —in these, and all s
expressions, although there s aprecedent
dition to be prrformed; and the acton of
speakers will not take placeat all without s
previous performance, yet stll that subseq:
action whelly depends on the il of
paries promising : 1t 1s in therr power 1o do
not to do; they may suli perform ot refuxy
perform their part of the agreement, and )
action docs nof inerilsbly occur from W
operation of the previous condition. It

whoily otherwise with the examples of




