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THhE BEIL,

—— o

glancing to Jenny, ** But, about the cow, depend on
i1y age desiroys yuuthtu’ tooks soonee than real worth;
and, losh, womnan, v lat wad a calf ol her no be
worth !

The speaker scemed dotermined to keep up the
prica of the cow; and, to :nake sare of verdywg his
prediction of tho Ingh prce she would bring, doclared
his intontion to bocome the purchaser lumseif. He
ivited Walter to demnk a mug of ale with tum in Rab
Watson’s tont, whilst thoy made the hargam.

* Tak care, noo, Wattio," cricd Tibbie, a8 they
went awny togethor; ¢* tak cace, Wattie. And, Laoied,
&0 yo play ony o yer Dunso marhet tricks, and bring
Watlie back singing, duua put yuursel i roach o* my
staff—that’s a’.”’

 Foarna,” he replied, likewise usauning a gorious
atr. ** To do hurt to you or yours will ayu bo the ae
lhou'(’;ht farest frao the heart o' ovld Sandy Thoinp.
son.

Thus saying, they left tho comforted mothor and
daughter, with a promise 1o rejom them ere long.
‘F'he bargam about the cow was eusily concladed, when
the purchasor was mare ready to npprecrate the ad-
vantazes of il than the seller was to eatol ihem,

** Weel, Wattin, Law glad 10 got @ canny crack we'
ve,” sud ho, wihk the mir of a maa who Las some.
thing to communzeate  ¢* Put »ound the ntoup, man,
and let us forget, for a weo, the changes you and {
hae seen o' Ials years, D'ye ken, I'm thakin’ o
changn either my quarters or my condition 2

¢ Changin, Laud,”” said the other. ¢ ‘lak my ad.
vice, and keep yer prescat quarters gwd  Futm s nao
lnel)lcr than w's ca’ed.  But whar wad je be changm
to "

** [ kenna,* said the Laird; *¢ but yo seq, s’ ye
took awa ‘Tibbio Dodds frae me, 1 ne’er had heart 1o
sock another fur my wife—sae 1 hae naue to care fur
e in a way; an’ hasin a pickle mihier, 1 wae just been
thinkn 10 enjoy it, while I can, to snak some sport
wi'd, as | say to mysel.”

« Mak seport, say ye, Laird, wi* the labouro’a
hfotine 1"

¢ Ay, o’on sac—I1'm no yot sac far gano i’ years as
that § mayna work for esgnyment.  Sae I'm a*maist
resoived oithor to hae a wife, Wattie, or gang afi to
Amernica.”

Walter Arnott mado no reply to this, and the bar-
gam about the cow bLemg Grally arranged, to the
preat satisfaction of the guidwite, 1t was agreed that
she should bo sent to pasture w a park which the
Laird rented (rom the proprictor of Wedderhe, ad-

Joiing to Walter’s fiolds.  As it was but a short dis-
tance frum the cottage, Sanet was to .tk her as usual,
‘This transaction, on the part of tho hmd-hearted
Sandy Thownpson, was, in fact, only a delicate method
of presenting his old friend with a sum of mnoney
which ho knew to be needful in Insextremity, and, at
tirc gamo tumo, socuring to ‘ibhie the use of her fa-
vori‘e cow. 1t may bo thought that thore was more
than the mero motvo of kindness w this acts and it
must be confussed that othier feohmgs than those of
feicndship did minglo in si—though nathmg wag far-
ther from his mind than any conxcions mtention of
forcing himse!f, by this means, npon g ¢ Joe Janct,*’
as he had lorg called Walter’s daughter.  As for the
honest family he had obliged, they 1eturned home with
hearts not a little relieved; and 1t was vith more than
usual fervour that they keelt tegether that night to
offer up their regnlarly pard thansksgiving at the foot.
staol of Hlun who hud dealt so mercifully amid thowr
sillctions.  Ou the fulluwing morming. Walter Arnott
rose eariy to enler on his now emploviment. [t wae,
m many respec's, a fad day to them all. Walier
would scarcoly persuade himself to pass the scene of
7o many hard days' labou=. Tle sceae uf Lis future
exertions, the naty ¢ of his employment, crery step
and everv movement, reminded him painfully of the
ctitnge; and oven the mld supenntendance of the
Place steward whispered to hun that he was uo lenger
tus own master.  Hia wife and f:3 Janst lovhed ofien
and sadly o 1 1o seo the fiztds around nlled by ano-
ther.  Janct could scarcely g ersuade herse!f that the
bame'y duor anght not to bo delays 4 for tier father's
vetuens and they sat down at Lasy, sadly and sidentiv,
tg & comfortlers bowed  Tihbie shed the fi st toares
ther misfortunes hid ever communded, when she
inoked upon tus empy placo.  Therr extraordinary
attention mada Wal.or feel samichayw that he was an
abjret of compas«ion—a thoutht he conld not brook:
all his hovest pride was aroviad to forbid (ke con-
1eatiuent *hat they all strove to assume. A fow days
of such panfol experieace told vpon the health of the
wged pangand, ere a gecond week had paseed away,
Jinet, in addition 10 her other dat <8, was called upon
1o wait by the aick bed of ber mather  Her dutsful
affection nerved her for every axertton; and, it 1anv
ta, the necessity of 3uch cxertion saved hizr from the
nfizence of sad and wilicring tnougtng.  Anxiely
about her wandering lover af.en, indued, pressed itsell
upon ker mind, and rofuved to be quicted. Among
the firet to offer hieir condolence, und cxpress un -

torest in their afllictions, was their friend, Sandy
Thompson. He had, long ero now, secured Jarot's
cateent, by his honest worth; and her warmest friend.
ship, by his uniform kindness to her parents. These
sentimonts were nnt diminished by lato occurrencos;
and the frank and hearty expression of her grautude
aflurded him, it may be, somo ground to chorish his
foolish fondness—fundness which, alas! was to prove
the destruction of all hor carthly peaco and happiness.
It was a beautful motming in July, and Jenet, having
cngaged ber father to watch by the bedside of her
afilicted mothor until her return, hastened io tho path
to milk her cow. When sho roached the park, she,
to hor alarm, found it deserted. The wholo herd of
cattle had strayed, sho could neither imagino how nor
whore. Her scarch was soon yjoined by othersequalily
intorested in ity but she wae abliged to retutn withow
success  Heor fathor joined thoso who set out to en-
deavor to trace the stragglers; and, from the route
thoy had iakan, the state of the fences, and other
circumstances, the poar people wero soon convinced
that taewr cows, the support sid comfort of so many
(amiliag, had (allen a proy to a bard of ruftians, who
bad committed several depredations among the flocke
w the neighborhoud  Those who know snything of
the poor, will casily conceine how heavy e blow this
was fa!t (o bo by all, snd not least by our unfurtenate
frionds,

Tins, howover, was a bereavement which the kind
ness of Sandy Thompson could readity muigate. It
was hius first caro, whan bo heard ol it, to offer, in the
mean timo, the use of one of his own bust milkers; and
a new cxpression of Janet's gratitude lent new force
and countenance to the foolish passions of the simple
old man.

Things went on for sore time in this way; bul s
fortunas always folldw n o train; and the composuse
that Janet was strupghng to tegan, the hopes she was
beginning to cherigh, wero dostied to bo speedily
blighted. Her father had Leen employed for some
tune n Lirring, as st 1s called, a steep bank forah in-
teaded quarry; and one morning he was carrjed home
frown thence with o Yroken imb and other senious in-
juries.  Janel’s feelings may be more easily concoived
thon described; the sufferings of her parents, her own
excrtions over-taxed, nnd the destitution afthe, fawily,
now that they were deprived even of the scanty fruits
of her father’s labour, urged her almoan to the bnak
ofdespur  Thor old and fanthful friend dd not stand
aloof in tlus thoir hour of need, hisad i pecunary
matlers wes over ready, prosented in the frankest and
wmost debicate manner; he visits became daily ; and
the frequent apportunities he thus enjoyed of seving
Janet—of witnessing the devotedness of hier filial pie-
ty, and of listening to her repeated cxpre-sions of
gratriude and respect for fumselt—all assisted «n avg-
menting his passion, and 1n reviving 1n some nieasure,
the fechngs and emotions of a youthfu! lover.

¢ (oo shall we ever pay back a* yer Lindness?”
she =nd, as a tear of granitude trembled’in her eye.
¢ By ae word,” he replicd, endeavouring to sum.
moa up resolution fo make the cherished proposal;
¢ by ae word,” Janet: say only that vo’ll be my wife,
an’ the debt, as ye ca’t, thovgh U cousider it nano, 13
mair than caoe dded.  Yes, Junet, yo'llmake mny days
days o' happiness und peace, which they'll no’er be
without ye *”  And he scized her hand, and gozed up
on the bewddered gul with muingled looks of fondness
and suapenso.

After 1 munute’s mlence, sho exclaimed—*' Can ye
bo serivus!  Ob, if ye could but have spared me the
teebmas with which § say that can never be—for ac
1cason were there nac nhier—that niy heart and hond
are promived to anither.  Yer kindness we can neve
repay.  As for the siller, when Henry comesback™—
And she took refuge from the feehnas of helpless ob.
ligation i the fond hopa of her wunderer’s return

Many a fammting step did that hope support; Lut is
failed, oo, on tho morning when Adum Weir, the
Edinburgh eatrier, brought the nows that the vesse!
m which he was embasked hod perished.  His ship
was a wreck and all that Jenny cherished and delight
edin peristied theto too  She sat dows in black des
olate despondency  Afil ctions pressed around her
and her stay had (ailed; but hope, faint hopo that he
might have survived, csme at last, asnd she awoke
agam to the imperative calls of duty—of the wantsof
those who depended upon her care. It was gloomy
wmatter to her.  Happiness bad fled from her expen-
ence—lhier cxistenee was ong continued course of list-
less, almost stupid oxertion on behalf of those shio still
loved with a metancholy tenderness, lighted only by
the flickering glances of that affectionatojand stubborn
hapo that Jooked for Henry back. It may be con
coved with what feelings she was still forced to hear
the incossantly urged suit of her nged benefacter

s Ye gat, Janot, whena bairn, unmy kaco; ye
found a place in thig Ianely hienrt; overy bairn’s acior
o® yours found a placo there; nnd noo ye are necessary
1o its bappiness. Yo speak o® rocpect and friendship

but then ye blaat a* the hope and affoctionsthat yet

remain iz my btoast when 3@ say yo ¢anna loe me.
Be it sas; but still, O Janot, fur their saker, vy
mo.”*

This was all grief and distractionto her, The man
sho could not but esteemn; their obligations now pres-
sed heavily on her mind, whes she could no lenger
turn with.confidence to Henry's successful return as
the pertod of theu exisience,  Sho fult, m all s b
terness, her ovwn unprovided situation, and, more than
all, the lelploseness and destitution of her paronts.
An impassioved love, tor ono who might be nd forever
from hor sight, coneumed her enorgy. She could only
hsten, 10 silence and surrow, to the pantul cotreaties
that wese addreseed 1o he . ler Inther folt her do-
pendence and hus own, and’saw the uncomplammg
vartner of all his cares and toils borue down by afflic-
von, and totally unprovided for, in the days when
ho had hoped to sco her in case and comlort. Ilo
zave way to discontent and wurmuring, that grm\-cd
tus prous and affectionate daughter : he saw hier union
with the old laird to be the only deliverance from all
teir troubles; and bie jomned hs enttoaties to thase of
his fuend ; eomotimes hy was even tempted to give way
v raproaches, of what ho cntled the ** selt willand
obstinacy’® of hiie devoted eluld.  Her mother felt all
the bitterness of their tials—but she had a woman’s
hieart within her‘broaet, and sho now what was pas.
ang n her davnghter's mmnd; al the :ame tmie she
vigwed their destitution 10 13 warst aspeel. She
spoke not a word on the pamful sactfice, but ** she
looted in Jenny ‘s face tll hes beart was hike tobreak.*’

Sandy Thompson was their last and only tay. And,
now the old man’s happiness was gone, his purposs
was unsettied, and ho revorted agamn 1o his old mo-
tion of seeking a new home and enjoyment boyond
the Atlantic. The fear of uarchicved poverty presents
ed tself 1o the aged pair; and the trials of their daugh-
ter were all increased- carried out boyond her own
feelings and regards —her hopes of sceing Honry
unoncovraged by the vaguost report.  Urged, entreat-
ed, reprosched, she gave a reluctant and alinost
unconseious ussent—and wos nt fength to givo her
band to one who could never hope to puasces her'
heart,

There wasna nuerey wedding party to celobratethe.ir
union; pnivately and quictly they wero declared mae
and wife, and Janet went sadly te her new Lome. She
looked thic pictura of renignapin: but she could nat
seemn happy and cheerful—her mer.d was weaned from
the earth, and she sought not ns joys. One of her
great objects was now gnined—her parents were phi.
ced beyond the fear of want; but then it wae not, as
she had fondly dreamed, by the frons of her Henry’s
exertion. No other object of carthly desire remained
te her.  Sheindeavoured to dischargo the duties ol
an affectionate wife—she could do no mote. She had
gwven her haud but her hieast was inthe zea, Xhe
struggled against thoughts of him whom she could
now calt herown; but the remcibrance of him etJdt-
bung oves her nund hke a bronding unfullitled destiny.
No cheerful calin spread around, and the 1nost
affoctionate and watchful kindness of her guidman,
could command no trore than a mournful and unna-
tura} smile.

Honry had escaped from the wreck, snd he was
made rich, in ns own estunation, by arcward lrom
the ownors of the vessel for lus disintoresicd exortions
tassve their propesty. With his lutie tecasuze, he
hastened to present himsclt before ber who had sup-
portod him in every danger and diflicaltv: and cheer-
tfully and eagetly he hatsied along, ag with the ueasr
prospect of thewr united happinese.  The farm louso
of Sandy Thomron was on his way; and he only
meant to stop there for o moment 1o aek the refrest.-
ment that his parched throat and exhausted frame
demanded. [ spproached the door, and a young
wotan, with a look of deep and touching melancholy,
heckonad hum n. As he ascended the steps, shs.
lookod npon lum fixedly, and, os her cold eyc met his,
hes face grew white as death,  Henry suddenly stag-
gured back against the wall:—1t was Janet ! the be-
-ag who had haunied Vs memory night and dry,
droaming or waking, s flew to clasp berin hia
arme; but words are altogethier inudequate to describe
the dismay, the agony of .that meeung. The young
wife uttered a loud shrick, and sank senselesss on the
threshold of her husband’s daoor. ¢ Ho lives — he
liveg!' were the only words she articulated. Tha
next moment her mother, with streaming eyes, threw
her arms around Ler scemingly hfcless, daughter, and,
w the most heart-rending accents, ivplared Heney’s
pity on ono that had bacome the wife of another fo
«ave her oged parents from starvation, Henry stazed
wm her face wildly, exclaming, ¢ Mercifil God, uphold-
mo jn tius terrible hour of tnal!' rushed frow the
hooYe. Tho Lawd kissed Ius wifa’s cheek with. a

mixturo of 1enderness and puy, and attempted 1o -
fuse balm into her corroding heast ;hut Janat, throngh
her fast-coming tears and soba, told tho sorrowing
group that her peace wos geno forever.  Her deathy,

perhape, was ncorer then shz apprehended; for,



