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MR. GLADSTONE ON THE CO-OFERATIVE
MOVEMENT.
(From the Datlly News, Feb. 22)
QW deeply the co-operative supply Movement has
H takon hold of the public mind is ehown, not

mere by the increasn of members of the princips.
cosiotics thien by the letters 1rom persons of all ranke

which dircnes daily in tha newpapers the queatinne |

vojved. Witlun the last few days 3¢ Gindstonoe
f‘:\i(v;::mdhnn been invoked and the future Premier of
Engiand has thought {t nnt beneath hts pogition to
exutsin his viewa on the subject  to was appenlnd tn
by am of grocers 1n *outhwark to sny whether 1t
e tale that tha Cluil Qpervica which t“pald by the
publie should aunply themselves with thearticles thes
pead {rom wholesale houses, mstead of from the re-
Jmilers, whore means of yaying the public taxes wore
thua straitened M (ladstone evadot any distinct
ropiv to this queatien, which certainly indicatesa ver
peculiar notion of tho principles of taxstion I civil
rerexnts are to be buund to ey prices lughor than tho
market rate to tradeamen all Tound it will obvimal
pecomn necorrary to Tasa thelr salariea ; angd it {a
tolerabls clear that a form of protection £» domestic

sinetry worse than that of the Lorn Laws would be
. mestabl shed  But white Mr {-ladstono cuu!d not
acent to auch an fnroad on political economy as this
teary involves, he comforted tus correspundents {0
gnother way  Ho docs not believo that cu-operanve
tores witl ever pormancntly eupplan’ the syxtrem of
sorail deallng.  But he pninte out that whiist tho
retpaler allows long credits and incurs bad debts.
ahile the co-aperative seciety gives ua credi, keeps
no bnoks, and has no debts, the ordinary rotatler
cannot maiutain hie placo in tho competition. Lle
adrizer, then, an abandonmeut of the credit sy-tem_.
either whelly, or at least so far as to give to the ready
monev buger the full advantsgo to which he is

titled.
cnSO far ar hoe goos, Mr. G adstono fa perfectly right in
this recommendation  But we cannat help observing
that he door not &tate all the difficultics which the
refail tradesman who does only & amall amount of
puriness has necessarl's 10 encunter lle has many
expenses which tha co-operative atoro 3 free trom.
His trado i of uncortain and van ing extent, while
he custamers of the store are n comparatively uuat-
terabie b ds. V'emust, therefore providosttendancn
which s superflunua at one tima that ft May not be
deficient at annther while hie atnre can fore=ee all its
peeds, and engage only what the average custom re-
quires  }e must be ready at every moment for every
chance, whitn the atere can make jts members wait
But. above all, lie mnst gorerally keep premlse: which
ara far mors expensive in propor‘ion 1o the transac-+
tions than those af the stove e must make them
handsome and attractive, ho mnst advertise in ane
was of snother. he must pay # heavy rent for the
mere advantace of sitsation Lot ave ane lonk inte
tho modorate sized shaps of onr leading streats and
he will rea that on an average each contd hold tep
times a8 many custnmers as are in itat gnv given time
sod generalls the attendanta could serve at least twice
A3 TANY 88 AT0 Pre ent.  The coxt of all thia wade of
space, labour, and show, must of conrze be l+id unon
what goods are anid, even ff na credit {agiven And
therefare it in impossible that the rmalt retatler ehnuld
be able to compete with tha co-operativa sroclety,
which does nothing but distribute, with tha minimum
of labour, the goods it has bouglit on the most favour-
ab'e whalexalo terms

We concetve, then, tho necessarv result of the pra-
sent motement w1t be, that a number of the amaller
retailers must succumb to the pressure. g2ad must turm
to other empleyments for g livelihood  YWe ehall
bave fawer shops.  13ut this will not in itee!f be a dis-
advantage to the pubtic  The fact Is that the inflation
of prices and the multiplication of establishments
have acted and reacted on each other, to the publfe
10:3 and not to the fraders’ gain. High prices have
brought in compotition, which has cut down the com-
petitors’ protits to & verv moderata amount The
necexsity ‘of supporting estadlishments that had but
littte cuttom compelled the shapkeeper to keep up

rices Then comes fn tho c~-operative store, which
owers the prices, and of necessity extirpates thoshaps
which were thus artificlally kept up  Tho result is
ol b usly a clear eaving to the nation.

Tuless & company t8 guite exceptionally fortunata
in it& manager, it cap never be conducted for any
lung time £ Well or 80 econotnically 8’ by one who is
personally interested 1n the whalo success and pr fits
ufthd concein.  But sn exceptionatly good mavager
of a store is Jikely ere long to aspire to buciness bim-
re't It he kpoies the markets 8o weil as to be able to
buy the best zoods at the bo t times; 1t lie 3 of such
tound judgment as to foresee ralclv tho future, and
provide for it in the prescut; it ho has the power of

orsanizii g and directing large nambers of men, if | From the Cape

he is eivil, govd-natured. snd vet firm, it will hardly
be porsible for a society to retsin his scrvicea long
oteD on the most Jiberal torma. And an inferior
manager would be at once fatal. Sed nd.rate goods,
wjudicious arrangements, inaccuracy. or rudeness
wuu'ld o1 bo tperdily ruinous to the concern to say
wethiup of the pu&\i{)mty of peecuniary dats'zations,

which directors who are new to trade mi.at noteasily | Colonial.
detect  For thrse rea-ons wo are disposed to agren ! Foreign

with Mr Gladstone in thinking that the large retajler | tome grown
st market, and |

who can buy in the best and chea!
sterribinte with but m..derate cust, wiil not permanently
te driven out of the ficld by the sture.

Yorns ... c o aee eee. M. 27,400,905 37,436,487
(From the Standard, Feb 22.) Cloth. of wanl only. yds 1904660 166327

There §9 no_saving what penplo «ill do when thay [0 ;mxd with other mat’inl ©* 13797 75¢ 11183201
1 o frightened, and Mezsra J.meg and Co are evi:  Flannel .. 7422460 6457.1_9
deotly scored. We belleve that nesther Measts Joned  Blankets ¢ §UTR8 BASOIR
ant Co par the Earl (f Ducie rightly nudesstand this ' Blanketing and baizes e 13792 1013240
maftor  The heavens are not gowng to fall ju tyet, , Carpets and druggots. «  760BI1  8A73ENL
evan though gxn(cn ba dano befween tradesmen and . Worsted stuflsof woolonly ¢ 5028713  45.208053
costomers, She retail dealer s not yet dead and i Do.mxdwithothermatiial 173,011,301 364,070,003

|

burled. nor likely to be, Thero 1 a sort of taga Just
now tor playing off" a trick sgainst the shopkeepor;
but there are nbvious limits to the * moviment.” We
are, It 1« sald, fo have no more shops - no more ehipe
ring no more retai] glaxs acting as distsibutors of
produce  1hio consumer {s to Do Lis own tindorman
aud t*ado profits aro to ba swept inta the hands o
the buyers ~ If these antfcipations aro correct, what is
tha praspect?  Already the question s ramed a to
who will paviho faxes and tharants and %o calaries
aud the charitable rubscriptions, and eo forth> A
sombre gloud set'les down upon Regent Streel.  All
the glitrering front of plate-glas. rcomy to vanish
away, and in plate therent we hiave 3 tang lino of
givomy-looking buildings fitted wp on the most
axnpomical principles, swhere nothing s sold at profit
oxceeding oix percont  Jaweliery we know, bears s
tremendous profit  ** How nlee®’ it would bo to save
&1l tius profit. ant mako (t go {n ald of otherex encen,
if eo-ngormivo trade sucicties arg to bo universal'y
trinmphant, all trades must succumb frnm HSwan &
Edgar dotwn to Cremer’s dolls Tt every ehopkecpor is
R nug to supply gooda on the samo terme as the co-
uperative stores, then farewe') to * shinps'” properly so
calted [ we wantoheapgingerbread it muat be plain
not gilt. A Spartan rigour must rule averything If
e arc 1o savo to the uttertnost farthing all super.
fluitirs muat be cut off Fastidfous ladies and fmpa-
tient gentiemen muat be content to wait thelr turn en
quen, ko errand bays at / bonkeeller’s counter or
ggsscnxnrs at a rdilway bookiug office Thero mnat

no ex ectation of these polfte gitentions and fo-
eidiona blandishments whorewith the retall salesman
19 80 apt to eutter the Rritieh padlie  If our dish is to
be cheap it cannot bo garnished,

THE ENGLIST COTTON ARD WOOL TRADE,
(From the N. Y. Commercial Chronicle )
HE exports of cotton from the United Kingdom

sinco the commencement of the year have baen
as follows :—

1268, 1867

To— ow et
Russia—Northern ports ... 30 374 477 25
Prussia heve vee eraanas . 81195 195 13
tlanover . aeer o ... 6618 4 108
tlause Towns.. ... - 349 20 491
Haolland Caees N 41 700 61919
Othercountries...........0..0. 1694663  1221,638
Total ........ e 3473789 8 30,483
Our tots]l exrorts of eotton g ods laat year were

ennrmoun, hut to the United States thero hae been a
material falling off  As 1egarda piece corda the ghip.
ments tn che United Stater wern 83 483 392 vards
agafr ot 114 744 071 yard. 4n 186, and 122.3% 811 y=rdn
in 1885  Of cotton thread therg s a drcreave of about
130,000 1bs.  Tho total shipments of cotton goods in
1866, and 1367, wero:—

18¢8 1887
Yern .. Iha 138 804 £33 169 356 A28
Piece good vds 2,035 698 138 2,810 477.876
Thread...c. oo oo lbs. 6355458 6.606,861

Throughout the manufactaring districta much qutot.
ness has provailed of late, but, an the whola thetone
of business s round and healthy The better feeling
prevalli-g at the w1 salos has had a favorable effect
on the trade of the West Riding of Yorkehire The
fron trade remaine in an unsatisfactory astate, and
tf;;lliu res continue to take place in that dupartmeat of

usiness.

The public sales of colonial woel were commenced
on Thursday evening, and will be continued through.
out Mareh,” The arsivalg, since the close of last rales,
wing to the Jateness of the season in Australia, are
Tesg than Jact year, but only to the extent of 10 0600
bales The total rupply to be brought frrward during
tho present gerfes of #ales i3 about 115,000 bales, For
game weeks past there havebeen evm tame of reviving
animation in the woonl trade angd it was generally be-
ljaved that prices won d rula igher. Theraticipations
formed ware, hiowever, mure than realised , the attend-
ance of buyers, both home and foreign, having been
uovauslly large, while the biddings have been verv
apirited * OQur own manafacturers Lave purchosed to
a considernble ex-ent. but the Freoch have booght
with preat freedum. Tho comloguenca hag been that

ricea taken a° a3 wholo, hazo advanced 4d. to 1d per

b both as rerards Australinand a[m produce. Last

year and in 1856 our imports of wool were:—
1866 1867

From the Continent....... tbs 42/8264 21 46”072

e 0920000 85128 750

From tho East Indies ... * 25879067 15231620

From Austrglis Lo ' 113772694 133,108,176

From other countries 24431174 24 808,459

Total ¢ 235,741,101 23),305,107

{ In tho same periods the exports of wool werg:—

resanas tbs. B8 807695 809%4,433
o TTEN3IS 9 840,020
“ 9732688  8,862,7

Wile the exports of wooilen goodshavo been of the
foliowing magaitude:—

BEPEAL OF THE TAX ON MANUFACTURES,

(From the U, S. Kconomist.)
"VB are glad to scknowledgo tho good Judgment of
Congroes in its stops towsrds tho repesl of the
oxiating taxes upon manvfactures. On Tuesday, the
Haueo, f A nearly unanimous majority, passed an
sct repos lng the duties upon atl manufsctures, exce{t
a fow olarsed s fuxurits, upon which it 18 propored to
lucrease the prosent rate of duty The 6 per cent,
duty on maptfacturce amouated fn 1837 to $146,000,«
Iucluded in this total was 861,60 000, of 1axes
collected upon cosl ofls termented liquors, distilled
«pirits, tobacco suufl, cigars &0  $his wtor portion
it 1s propored to keep in force: but the rmalrd I,
amouuting 10 884 500,000, It 1+ proposed to wipe off the
tax let altogether Tho repeal Is intended tv go tnto
effect from the 1st April, 1833, Th's will be produstive
of a wost importaut velicf 10 our manutactuting
intorests and to the country at !arge. The tax upon
manutactures fa Lad in rinclplo, und it has bLeen
maintained only becauss it affiided a sure nicans of
ratsing rovenue at o pe fod when the wauts of the
Guvernment were urgent,

It is proposed to insthute a tax of 1-20 of 1 per oent,
upon sules of cuertain manufacturcs, whet amountiog
toover 6 Hero sgatn is tho fntroductivn of &
good princlplo .We hary alwags matutained that
tlie m st cquitable tax would La ane upou all sales of
commoaditive, and are gird to seo that au opportanit
has been afforded for testing tho opepution of th
firm of impost. Mr. Schenck, fn reporting this bill,
dacs not specify what ground this tax 1s 1o cover, But
simply statcs that It 42 expeoted abuut $20,000,000 will
bo realized from it. Were this tax made to apply to
el of all onmmodities by all clacses of deslers, it
would be found to realize beyond Mr., scbenok's
estimato At prerout, our knowledyxe of the scope of
tho bLA) §s limited, and wo prexent, theretoro, the
following extract from Mr, Scheock’s speoch in
explanation of it:—

**The Committeo had intended to retain the fivg per
co.t tax 00 some haf dozen manufsciures sucl 23
the mauufac ure of bllliard tables, fauoy candles, &0,
—the e had p-oduced m 13+7 about 31,600,000; but on
further con-tderation the Committee had at length
concluded tuat it was hardly wo th whilv to keep up
the mschinery of the law u ces ary for the cullecsion
of that amouunt, but ft wan better to wipo out the five
per cont _tax on all manufsctures, and to put & somes
what higher pe. fal tax on tho mauufactares of those
tuxuries and on thelr ssles Tho oure might be
ourious to know how much the five per ceut. tax on
mantractunes am- auted to  Tskiog the tuil retarns
for 1837, it would bo found t1atall the roc ipts from
that rource ammunted 102146 23, 670, Tho C-immittes
did not propo-e to remove the tax from all mauutRe.
tures, but tu retain it on oils distilled from coal, on
fermented liquors, on distilled aplsits of al. kiuds, on
tobacco saufll and cigaen, aad_on filaminaug gas.
The aggrogate tax culle ted from thve0 wrucles, fn
1837 wad $61 429019, s0 thet the dimivution effected
by this blLlwould awmount to :84,794.8654. Some of
this suma would be mado up, how: ver, by the increaso
of certain special taxes un different ma. ufactdvres,
and b, a-tax of one-twentieth of oue per ¢rpt, on
their sales, when smounting to over a givel sum—say
$5.000 This would produce about :20,000,000; sv that
while tlis biil wou.d remove a burden of some
,000 it would s ot cause a loes to the Lovern.
ment of mora than about $60,000,000. Inshort, the
efl-ot of tha bill was to remouve the tive per ceat tax
on al) manufactures leaving to be taxed as minufao-
tures notbiug but distilled spisit , fermentoa lquors,
oll, gas, certaln kinds of wiue, aud tobacco, thropgh
a1l its manufactures. This bill was to iakeeff ct.in
such a way as thst manufacturesshould boe released
from tax atter the present month.

—— e e g
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THE U, 8. BABRVEST PROSPECTS FOR 1868.
(From the N Y. Commercial Bulletin }
HE gezson bas not yot so far advanced as to enablo
us to estimate with desirable accuracy the con.

dition and prospects of the crops; but from relfable
{rformation rccoived from variouns potnts we have guf-
ficlent data to determine tho progress that has beon
alres dy attained, from which we ma{ Rt least approxie
mate the results. At the prozent time the prospestd
arpear to bo 08 favorable as could be desired. The
rtvere winter and the unusopal dept. and contiunlty of
snow have kopt the ground molst and warm and pro-
tected the winter whest from the frosts that have
proved -so injurious In formor years. As tbe-snow
clesrs away in the Southwestern States it is found
that the young wheat is n a most favorabdle condition.
Tho fears that wero ontertained a fow woeks ago on
account of the severity of the scaton have been entire-
I{] dissipated. In the great wheat counties in Illinols
the prospect: were never bettorat this soason of the
sear In Sangammon and the adjoining counties the
snow and steady cold weathor kept the crop in 1.good
order, and the wheat Selds are alresdy greon, Yrom
Indiaua the accounts arc equally favorable. Ju lowa
1he winter wheat is everything that could ba desired.
From Wieconsin wo learn that winter wheat looks
well, aud that furmers are already proparing to sow
the Spring ¢ ops. Ia that State an unusoelly large:
smoyut f ploughin%hwas dope daring the dry weae
ther in the 1all, and tho ground was thed in & botter
condition than it is at presont.

In tho Sounthern States theindicationsarc favorable.
A month ago grave fears wers entertained about-the
winter wheat in Teunesseo, But in all except she
very marshis portions of the State the prospocts foran
excellent harveet aro most encoaraging. ~Ia. riddle
Jencesee, BMissourl and Northern Mississippl, &
greater breadth of land has been sown than ever bex
fore, and to all appoarances the yield will be snusaally



