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2 Samn. 18 : 24-33. Commit to mcmorv vs. 31-33. Rcad 2 Samn. elhe. 15-20.

2-1 'And Da'vid sat between the two gates: and the
wateliman wcnt up to the roof 2over the gate uinto tho
wall, and 11f tcd Uip bis cycs, and iookzed, and behiold a
manil runiiilîg alone.

25 Anid tlue, ateliinan crlcd, and told the king. And
the king mild. If lie bc alone, tiierc is tilîîgs lii lus
mouth. ,%iid iencaeapace. an(Idrewv near.

26 And flic %vatchman saw another man ruuiiniig.
aîîd the watclimauî cailed unto flic porter and said,
I3clîold nîiollicr man runniing alone. AndI tue king
saidl. Hc iuîso bringeth tidlngs.

27 Aîi] flic ivatchmian sali, Mfe thlnketh the rîin-
iiiiig of tlic foremnost is like the ruiîiing of Ahîima'az
the sont of Zitdok. And thc king said, Re is a good

28 Anîd Alhiina'az called, anid sai5 untotlîe king, A)l
is well. Anîd lie a fell dowiî ta file earth uipon lus face
before the king, anid said, Bleýý,e« bei the LORD tlîY
God, wliieh liatli delivered up the mciiflhat lifted up

tlîelr hand against mv lord the king.
129 Ami thîe king sald, 4 is the youiîg man Ab'8alnm

safe? And Ahlmta'az answercd, Miein Jo'ab sent the
kiîîg's servant, 6iand me thy servant, I 8aw a great
tumuit, but. I knew flot wliat il socs.

30 And thse king sald suito hiîîî, Turni a.9ide, and stand
lîcre. Aîîd lie turned aside, anid stood still.

31 And, behold, Gçuqli'i caie; anid oCuslii said.
Tiding-s, 7 iy lord the king: for thic LaRD hati avcnged
Ilîce thnis day of ail them that rose up agalnst tiiec.

32 Aiid thekling said ulito 6Ctush'i, 4Isthieyoung man
Ab'saloin safe? = nd Cush'i aniercd, l'le enemnies
of mv lord the king, aîid aIl that risc iîgalnst Ilîce ta
do lIî? hurt, be as thai young man is.

33 And the kinîg wvas întuch manved, and ivent up ta
the chamber over thegate, and wept: and as lie svent,
finis lie said, 0 my son Ab'saloin, my soit, my% soit
Ab'saloml! would dod I liad (lied for thee, 0 Ab'sa-
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wili thie youîîg muat Absalom? G even; Uich Cusliite; 'i for.

EXPLANATION

Connection-Tlie seîîdisîg back of the ark ta Jerti-
salem anîd the commission of Iluisai ta defetit tlic
couiisei ut Ahitiiopliel airc recnrdcd in ch. 15:2-1-37.
Chf. 16 relates flickindiiess of Ziba, the cuirsiîg of Uic
kiîîg by Sîiînei, and tic cntry of Absaloîn iiua Jerut-
salen. lit ch. 17 we have hlic succcss of Hushai's plan,
the suicide of Ahithophel, and tuec arrivai of David at
Ma 'liaiialin. Vs. 1-23 af tie preseiit cliapter give an
accouint of the battie bchwcen the armies of David
and Absalomn, of Absalom's deallu, and of the aîîxious
wvaitiîîgof tlîe king for tidings of the battle, and espe-
cially conhcrniiîg ls son.

24, 25. Between the two gates; lit the space
bctivecii thc inncraîîd outergates of thcecitygatcway.
«Watchman; calied «ich captaiii a! tic gate." wlîo
aiso actcd as sentinel. Went up ; ta wvatch. for tlic
cariiest messenger of victory or defeat. The roof.
The gatewîiy liad a flat roof wliich reached ta the
outer wval1î-of flic city. There is tidings. A mass
ruîîîîing alotie mîîst bave soîne message. If lie liad
been ficeing from the battlc-field because Uie army
had been dcfeatLd flic~ -c 'ould have beeii otiiers witli
hlm. Came apace. Iii tîsose days triÀd runners
acemip.inied evcry army. They were sometimes
able in a da3 's journey ho autrun a hiorse.

26, 27. The porter ; the gahe-keeper. M~ethink-
eth ; itseems ta mc. ,Ahlmaaz. As sean as tue vie-
tary,%vas won, Joab (v. 21) had sent Cusli-Itev. Ver.,
'«uei Cisite '"-tliat is, ant Africn, probabiy a slave,

ta carry the news ta D)avid. Ahimaz, a friend of
flavid's. thiinkiiug thnit lic could break tiîc tidiîugs
more geiitly, a.sked and rccired permission ta go
aise. Clioosing an casier patlî, ho outrais the first nies-
selîger, v. 21-23. -N~good-man. David rightlytbought
tluat Jouit> would uset eiioose se great a msan ta bear
aîîy ailier thîn geood tidiîîgs.

28-30. AUl is wvell.. This wvas a usual form of
greehing, wlieiswveuld have aspeciai aneanhig ahsuelî
a lime. FeIldown. It was, aîîd is some cases stlli
is, thîe custeni iii Easteru coulutries, for a subjeet in
approuucliiig a~ kinig te kiiei dosvîi nnd bonîd forwuurd
tll tue forciîeuud touches the groîîîîd. (Se 1 Sam.
20:41,25: 23.) D)eIlvered up: litcraily 'shutup,"

thiat is, kept withiiu bouiuds, instesid o! allowiiig tlîcm
liberty te carry ont h1icir planîs. (Compare 1 Sain.
17: 46 auud Ps. 31: 8.) Young man. ]lavld's tender-
îiess appears ii fic use of tliese words. He mentionus
tise youth o! Absaiem as if it wvere an excuse for him.
Absaloim; "bjis c-strangedl, misguided Absalons,
the proud, brigil being,
wlîo liad. burst aw'ay iik<
ail luis priiTcely beauhy, J
te defy tise heart that
cherished him."l The
klng's servant; the -l .
Cusisite. 1 knew net
Ahiminz 1usd becis cager tahe the 7
geod news, but lie couId ne bcr
ho tell tise bad.

31, 32. Cushi (11ev. Ver. "' tueF
Cushite) flie African slave who -
had started first, but wlhohaxd bceen
outrun by Abimaaz.
Tldings. He speaks
bluintly to the king. Thse
enemies. The Cushiite 4 ~ -

represents Absaiom's re-
beilixi is its Irte light,
Ujouigl he ]ackcd Iii rcv-
ceice for thse sorreut
of a fatiier. 'Ha th 4
avenged thee. Thse
îneaning is,tlîat Ged had ai atngfridg-
dccided justiy betwecn DvdWin e iîg
Dlavid and Absalons, aîîd delivered the king out of
the bands o! lus cîsemies.

33. Nneh anavedl; sorcly hroîibled. Chamnber;
a room over ise space betv. con tue gales %vlierc thse
king lsnd been sittlng, anîd uziider tise roof te ivhich
tlie watchman had gene te look for tise anesseuigers.
Thus ho said. flis grief wvas aIl tue greater. bc-
cause lie liad net been wise in th.e up-bringing ef
Absaloin. Would Ged. Sa 1feses (Ex. 30:* 32) assd
Paul (Roem. 9: 3) wcrc ready ta die fer others. David
must have feit tîsat hc isimsolf -luad dcseèrved a fati-
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