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So4 e Mark Ageg-The 'Woeker ini Gold.

Sonpeuple ar;e very fonud of tîIkinig -bout
the.'- Datik Ageq," lis thiouglî then -ail 'vas liy-
pocrisy and crinme. INow wu grant tuait super-
ttitioîî suonl began to creep into ilie clînirel, fur

'Qm opportunlities of Lknowlgewedeuvr

few; but yet wve ofLeu Ceci disposed to fear ihat
their superstition was far better tlian our terri-
ble Wvorldl1y-nulindedinese, anîd J isptulatious Et-If.
riglîteousuiess. At ail everitt, wvhile it is our
duty to be deeply tiauikfui for tlîat blaze of
Gospel liglît wiîicli bas enaubled us to escape
froni those religious elruors into wlîicb tbeir ig-
norauce betrayed thein, our readers uiay rely
upoui kt that very many are the lessons which
their earnest simple devotion, and fervent, se!f-
denying labours would teaclu us, if we lîad only
the grace of huinility suiffi cient to receiv~e tliem.

Vie will go back, th.et-efor-e, to the seventli
century, wlilch, is th ouglit by nany to be a most
g4ooîny and terrible period of religious corrup-
tion.

Christianity Lad uow sprend, very widely over
the World. Tlîe glad tidiugs had been carried
froin the Hill of Judea, aloîg flic shores8 of the
Great Sea (tu Mediterranean sen). On the
coatits of Asia aund the shores of Africa, tlhe
Chlircî Lad t:îken root- bislîops Lîad been
chosenl, anîd temples raised to t1te truc God.
Among the inountains of Italy, and thie -illages
of Switzerland, the woody lieighLts of Spain, and.
on the sunny plains o f France, the naiune of Christ
had been lien ard, and weieomed with joy. Even
in Persia, Syria, and fai-off India, the truth was
ispreading; w"bile la Britain, ilme ]oneiy island in
the Northi Sea, the RKing of Kenit, wvith ten
thiousand of his Atîgiçlo-Saxons, Lad been bap)
tized, and iheodore of Tarsus made Arcbbislîop
of Canterbury. Ani IrisI inissionarv, Coltina-
battus, with boly zeal, liad broughit liglit and
cheer to thc Pag(ans of Gaul, and tlien liad
passed over to labour amoiigst the Swiss and
Germans. It is in thc Gaul of this seventh
century that %ve wiil takze our first pict-Jre of
what living Citristians wei*c actually doiîîg.

Ihappened titat tic Ring of a certain part
of France, towards the end of tAie sixtli century,
fancied iuait lie slîould lik-e to bave iiiiade fur
hii: a thronc of gold. He wvas a idi and
poverfui kinig, but lie could umieet ivitli no woîk--
men. able to nauke mlîut hoe wanted. The gol'I
anud jewols vwere rcadvi but the skill to fashion

thin wa.q il, t to be fouind amnong8t Lîis people.
S0 at Iea-lSt tiiOttghL tlue. king.

Me.aiwiie the king's Ireilsui-er, wvho knew
wiiat his inaster %vas searclîing for, sotiglit diii-
gently aîînoîigst the trides of the city tor sonme
onie w~ho couid execute tie sorereigi's order.
Aknd nt iast fie fouîîd what lie soughit.

Hie teaird of a yoîîîîg craftsnian who liad tra-
velIed from a neiglibouring country to the royal
city, and seeîned as if ln seiirchi of work, or,
w~hat wvas more Iikelv, to iitaprove huînself in
the knowle(lge of bis eraft. Ai that the trea-
surer lieaid of the yoting mtan pleased him. He
wvas not only a very clever w'orkînan, but be-
loved by ail lus coulpanions, aînd ail Who knewv
hin), as a kind and siîîgle-liearted nman, of gen-
de manners, and of a godiy life. In shiort, hoe
wvas a renl CIii-itian, %vor-kitigc liard at hiâ tiade,
ýheerfuI1y and coîîtentedly, as God had ap-
pointed.

In lus own country he Lîad been a worh-er ini
go':d, soxîwtinies under bis maister in the unint, at
otlier tiiiies engaged ht other kiinds of work ia
silver and( gold.

As soon as the young craftsman heard what
the king baud so long wislied foi-, lie iunder-took
at once to niake the golden dîrone, and that it
%Iiuotill be fiîslioned exactly as the king desired.

This waîs good iiews for the kinîg, ivho nt once
ordered tie proper quantity of goli to be given
to the young crafinan, and becged tliat the
woîk miglit be insI;întly cotirneruced. Perhaps
it is as well here to, %ay that tlîe craltsnian's
naine %vas Blol, or Eigius.

Eloi, dieu, worked with ail diligence nt the
tlirone of gold, and< soon found that the king
lid eutrusted to, hlm sufficielit mietai to forra
two thr.înes, instead of one. istend of falsely

secreiing tîlis slîare of gold, as lie uîiiglht, have
doue, lie vwitl grent skiIl and diligence furuned a

Isecond dirolie. Wlien both were finisbed be
weuît ait once to the palace, aîid procluced one of
tie tliroiies- for tho king's approval. The sove-

Ireigu %vas inuchi jlezsed villî tie work of Eli-
giu.,, pnaisei fis Ekill and diligenîce, and corn-
inauided a re'vard to be bestov.o(d upon bini.

Great indeed vaus bis surprise wlien the faith-
fui wvorkinan produced a second throuie eqinah!y
beautifiîl and %well wroughlt as the first. It
Eeenîed imposs-ible tliat boti could ]lave been

jforrned ouL of tie clu;.iiyl of golil tic crafts-
mani had received, and yet sucli wnas the mae.


