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THYE TORPEDO SHIP HEQLA.
Ono of tho most 1nteresting shups of the Brit-
&h novy)s the Hecla, She s n:ut s much a
fighting «hip as o depot for fighting thips. She
was originally a merchant vessel, and was
purchased by the Governmont and conve.rtod
into & torpedo ship. She isa torpedo shipin a
very 8pecial sense.  Sho has her own ports for
tho deepateh of Whiteheads on her own account,
sho has oxtensive workehops for the repair of
all kinda of torpedo mechamsm and appliances,
and sho has on board of her a large Hotilla of
swft, second class torped > boats~torpedo buats
that is, that are not capable of maintaining an
independent oxistonce at sea, but aronecessarily
attached to Some larger vessel, In any naval
ongagement the [ecla conld not onlyon occasion
hurl out her own deadly missles, but . ould send
oyt 5 whole brood of the ugly ducklings, who
have evory capability of indepondent action
while afloat, but who, having done thewr spiteful
work, would make fur the parent ship and be
hauled on board, ‘Thése are second class torpe-
do boats as distinct from first-class, which are
small soa going vessels that may, on o pineh,
wake lung voyages by themselies. Ono uf them
a ghoutt tumo since went to Austialin by iteclf,
Of the second class turpedo Jaunches the Hola
hag several, aud what with these and Let own
boats this fineship has the appearance of being
qute a floet in hersell,  She s among the lung
o8t shipa in the British navy, her length being
ovar 300 feet, and from end tu ond she is full of
deadly stures fur the supply of the fleet to which
she is attached, ur of dvadly enginesfur heruwn
ingependent use, Apart frum her turpedoes,
however, her armanent is nuthing very great in
these times. She hasfive of six Gf puunders,
beautiful luvking guns, Lright as new pins as,
indeed everything is abuut the sbip but of ne
great puwer. Amung the curivsities of defence
is tho protection of her cylinders and builers by
hor coal bunker, packed full of coal, with thin
iron plates intervening. This is an ingenious
sdaptativn of her nerhantman structure to
purposes of defence. Engines and boilers inall
fighting ships built for fighting are placed low
down, out of the way. The Hecla’s, on the
contrary, are high up in the ship. The hull of
the vessels is divided into seven water-tight
compartments, so that it would probably take
soversl holes in her bottom to sink her, and she
has the further protection of & torpedo net ex-
tending around her at the end of the booms,
She j8 aniron ship and has two iron decks.—
Zumberman’s Gazette.

AUSTRALIAN TIMBER,

For constructive purposes in dockyards, piers,
bridges, house carpentry, coachmakers’ and
wheelwrights' work, railway building, fencing
anq piles, nearly the whole of the Myrtsces, of
which New South Wales possesses something
like 50 vanietics, aro extremoly valuable, and
certain of themncomparably so. For the uses
of the cabinot maker and the house decorator,
the timber familiarly known as the black apple,
the Moreton Bay pine, the red cedar, coach
wood, Clarence hght yellow wood, turmp wood
myall, cypress pne and others, 18 capable of
being worked up 1nto furniture and paneling,
beautiful in grawm, rich in coler, and susceptible
of a high polish. The timber of the prickly
leaved ti-tree is said to be incapabloof decay ;
that of the white titrce it is sid to bo
imporishable under ground ; that of the
turpentine tree resists the attacks of the Teredo
novalis in salt water; and that of the brush
bastard or white box has been known to preserve
i{s soundness, when employed in building the
xibs of & ship, fora period of thirty years. To
tho carver and wood engraver the cork wood
tho rose wood and tho pitto«porum commend
themselves as serviceablo substitute, for Euro-
posn box ; while the cooper finds in the native
ash tho silky oak the stave wood, tho green and
tilver wattle, and the swamp eak, excellont
material for staves,  Other kinds of timber are
ospecially adapted for nars, spokes, navos, tool
bandles. telegraph poles and turners’ work.
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TIMBER IN ALASKA.

Su little is knuwn by our lumbermen gener-
ally »f tho nature, oxtent and value of the
forestry of Alaska, that wo give placo to the
following descniptive oxtract from tho pen of
¥red'k Schwatka, whose rosearches in that dis-
tant country render his observations wvorthy of
attention:

“Nansly all of Alaska south of thy Arctic

circla may oe said o be timbered except the 2

Alontian Island and a narrow sirip near
Beliring’s Sea, but in a commercial sense, only
tho *‘tice water strip” need bo considered, the
rest of it doing only for log houses and most of
tho minor wantsof local use. The mostimporte
tant timber of this region, southeastern Alaska,
is tho Alaskan or yellow cedar, of the very finest
grain and greatly prized already bythe workers
in fine woods of the Northwestern Pacific coaat,
Sems of these cedar trees grow to an immense
sizo, At Boca Inlet, nea- the tip of this south-
castern horn, I eaw o raft made of two trees,
used as a lighter, that in two loads carried
ashore sixty-five tons of frieght. Tho trces
seemed to be eight or nine feet in diameter at
thebutt. I undorstandthis valuable tree grows
in clusters of a fow acte here and there, mustly
abuut the watei, and these areas are nearly all
distibuted on the islands un the lower half of
the “tide water strip.” Ibelieve these forests
are worth investigation and woking, if thoy
have not already boen appropriated, for it must
boe remembered that it is only within the last
yoar that any furm of guvernment has been
given Alaska,sothat settlement of any kiod could
bs made. It may be impossible yet toenter these
tinber districts. The other kinds of tumber
may be interesting to note, but notin & com-
mercial sense uatil the immenss timber districts
of vur Northwestern States and Territories are
cahauseed, as well as those of British Columbia.
This yellow cedar has a peculiar pungent odor
which protects articles encased in it frum the
raiages of moths, it is claimed, and while it is
much moure perfumed than the cedar to which
we are accustom:d, I doubt if it is any more
efficacious than the common kind, in proportion
to its odor.  Still the idea is deep rooted that it
is a perfect moth protector, and that is sufficiont
in a financial sense.”

TH1' FASTEST ENGLISHE CRUISER.

Tho fue ¢ cruiser in the British squadron to
be concentrated »=Aor the cominand of Admiral]
Hornby is th. ~ury, and it is asserted that
cheis tho fastest .ull sized ship afloat, The
vessel has attained an average speed of over 18}
knots, or 21.257 miles, an hour, and thas sur-
passes by half aknot the Chilean rum cruiser
Esmeralda (18 knots) and the French cruiser
Milau (aleo 18 knots, launched in 1884), as well
2 the Phacton and the Irig, the latter hor sister
ship, but launched a year before her (in 1877).
As the Mercury is 300 feet long and 46 feet
beam, with o draft of water of 22 feet, this is an
exceedingly high speed for so largo a vessel, She
and the Iris thus stand unrivaled as rogards
speed by any vessel of their size, the Esmeralda
being only 277 fect in length, while tho French
vessel has a length of 303 feet, but & beem of
only 33 feet. An authority on ‘hese matters
says of tho English cruisers that they are tho
first of a new type designed for high speed as
tho pre emixant requisite. All other require.
ments have been subordinated to this importunt
element. They present a beautiful sharp bow,
and Jong, exceptionally clean runm, and are
altogether admirable specimens of a design for
aswift and hightly sparred vessel. They are
speaial serow dispatch ships, and are unarmored,
of course. The Mercury, which 18 to join

Admiral Rornby’s squadron, has an arnament]

of ten 94 pounders. Sheis built of steel, and
i proportion to Ler tonnage has been one of
the most costly vesscls afloat. Her hull and
machinery cost altogether somowhere aboug
£198,000, or within £10,500 or £15,000 of the
Iris, which has been said to bo as costly per ton
as the ironclad Inflexible.
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LIVERPOOL STOOKS.
Wo tako from the Timler Trades Journal the fullowing Comparative Table shuwing Stock

of Timber and Deals in Liverpoul on July lat
tho month of Juno 1884 and 1885 :—

1834 and 1885, and also the Cunsnmption fop

Stock, July 15t Stock, July 1. f(?o:;lsumpti‘gn}fCor;;.umplicT
. N ( sl. uiy Isl. for the month ofifor the 1aont
o ond ’ 1885, June 1835, [ June 5"
be P10, cssecincinensostnonanne . %
S s St e | R | wewn | s
St. John Pltg.ase.. eee 22,000 ¢ 68,000 ¢ 19,000 21,000 *
Other Ports "ino we 62,000 ¢ 44,000 ** 2,000 2,000
od Plne........ . 67,000 * 27,000 1,000 1 1,000 *
Pitch Pine, hown . 472,000 * 668,000 '¢ 278,000 ¢ 26&:000 "

" W eiiies sueianareontones anae 000 ** 377,000 ** 83,000 - 202,000 **
PIanKE .. veive i i aiieinsinssnsnisases 71,000 ! 72,000 ¢ 17,000 ¢ 21,000
Dantzlc, &¢., FIP voiees wiivenens cnenrsnens 57,000 63,000 19,000 « 5,000 ¢
Swoden and Norway Fir. ..... y 40,000 ** 10,000 < 2,000 *
Onk, Canadian and American 141,000 *¢ 26,000 21,000 **

S Planks. . .ceeeins 107,000 ¢ 55,000 46,000 ¢
“ Baltlo.... ... 1,000 ** 1,000 * 0,000 *
Mivasts cuoe sesnnss . 26,000 11,600 ¢ 8,000 « 0,000 **
ﬁmh ;’i'.% " ,ggg u s:’.ooo " 2,000
Enst India Toak """ DU e w g?:ooo " s:&m»é “ o0
g“ﬁm&o"'ns"é'""'b" 55,000 ** ,000 1t 4,000 1 11,000
- B. & . 8. Spruca Jeals. T ads ) 12,440 side. b 7868w, 5,387 stds
%EebcoPlne&SpmooDeals... . e G415 8,508 * 1910 2,716 ¢
1tic Red Deals, &0.cer.teiireirceassassee 3,086 % 1,976 ¢ 1,050 ¢ 705 &
Baltic BOAIS...... cccoiven mirnrsnancares 40 ¢ 03 « 20 ¢ [
" preparod FI0OTING.eeesruans suveee 8,765 4 S410 808 1,178
BOARD OF TRADE RETURNS. ammonical gas within it. Unc difficulty

Tho following are the returns issued by the
Board of Trade, for the month of June
1885, and also for the 8 munths ending Juae,
1885 -

KONTH KXDED SOTH JUNE 1885.

Quantity Value

Timber (Hewn). Loads. 2.
RUSHA coaes crnnennces see 27,281 52,003
Sweden and Norway... .. 49,239 70,280
GONNANY - ccaverncrens ve sncvasass 80,410 67,780
United States ..... ...ooeennnnn.. 22,310 70,519
British Indis 2,054 20,300
British North Ameriea 8,678 11,808
Other Countries 36,855 48,855

Total, ... .. cccoeeer wrnnen 171,827 350,440
Timber (Sawn or Split,

Planed or Drested ).

RUBSIA cvaenisavenannnanees caneses.139,854 277,201
Swedon and NOTWAY cceuteeneseesas 278,701 554,435
British Nurth ATDerich.es coceaseass 72,992 186,116
Other Countries....... erssevsvenass 1,000 165,146

Totalivciararsons sennaseaneses 544,048 1,162,087
Staves, (all sizes) .... 15,608 62,503
Mahogany (tons)..... setttssence... 2,052 27,524
Total of Hewn and Sawn.......... 715,870 1,583,427

BIX MONTIIS ENDED JUNK S0Tu 1885.

Timber (Hewn).
Russis.cocevieee vannaas seees sesees 72,008 141,945
Sweden and Norway . 253,207 819,151
Germany.coviuaa. .146,387 855,188
United States....ceoeciiennenanaae 87,260 980,207
Britlsh India ..o .00 wieaaea... 18,813 201,824
British North America. 9,634 33,922
Other Countriedeesceesseiesecses 203,508 283,221

Total ceeveneinnnnnnen, o eeee 791,027 1,714,456
Timber (Sawn or Split,

Planed or Dresscd ).

RUSSif eectsnaee cotiatne srninaee, 251,822 511,004
Sweden and Norway ....... cessee. 618,11¢ 1,812,672
British North Awerica ... ..... 08,724 241,97,
Other Countrios-.ece-viacar..vr.. 185,101 557,188

Totalveenseenienner vusene. 1,153,551 2,622,838
Staves (all 8izos).......... sararseess 46,117 218,003
Mahogany (tons) secerecanes senna., SHOIZ 250,068
Totat of Hewn and Sawn..........1,045,278 4,337,289

A FIRELESS ENGINE.

Experiments have been made recently in shop
yard of Taylor Bros', machine works, at 122 to
130 St. Joseph street, Noew Orleans, on a new
firaloss engine, said to be usaful and economic-
al for various purposes, to determine its
efficiency and adaptability to the. propulsion of
treet cars. The motive power is gained by
evaporating ammonia after a liquefaction, and
it is claimed to be & success in overy respect.
The engineering world has long been awaro of
tho possibility of realizing a power with great
cconomy from the gas of ammoniz, and many
attempts have been mads to develop it with
varying degree of success, the difficulties to be
overcome being principally mechanical. Mr.
P. J. McMahon, a well known and practica
ongincer, is the inventor of this novel modo of
1ts application. The experimontal runs,although
they were mado with a rough car improvised
for tho purpose of the experimentson & temp-
orary track and without a break, are ssid to
have been not only satisfactory, but exceeded
the estimates of tho inventor himseolf. A
promnont featuro of this now nvention 1 the
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expenenced in previvus oxperunents was the
freczing of the cylinder and the formation of
ice un 1ts surfaco while expanding gas wathinat,
It was thought that this could not be overcome
with the application of artificial heat. In
utilizing ammounia as a mutive power the process
of preparation consists of scparating the
ammonia from the aquevus sulution and
reducing it to liquid under 1ts own pressure. A
portion of this hiquid, as well as & portion of the
solution from which it was expelled, 18 fed mto
the apparatus on the car, and as the gus 1
exhausted from the engine, after uperating the
pistun, into this and 18 absorbed, when the
puwer all becumes expended, the onuce weak
solution has become a saturated sulution, and 1
withdrawn fur redistillativn at the stativnary
apparatus, so that the actual expenso of operats
ing this mutive puwer 18 measured by the coal
consumei at the stationary appartus for
distillation, and the necessary attendance on
the same.—Lumberman’s Gazette.

OEOPPED IN TWO.

Boston, July 25.—Alex. W., Cumach, the
keeper of the Toiva Club boat house, saw what
was appa-ently a sack of potatoea afloat on the
Charles river, opposite the foot of Revers street,
s+ about 5 p.m. He towed it ashore, and when
ke opened the bag he found it contained the
uppor half of a womaun’s body, The bedy had
teen bunglingly chopped in two at the waist,
avidently with an axe, It was thatof a woman 3)
or 40 years of age, of dark complexion and small
build. Fioger marka were plainly visible about
the neck, showing that death might have been
caused by strangling. Thore were bruises on
each shouldor and over the right temple, The
body bad been in the water about four day .
It was clad in an ordicary undoergarment only.
It cannot be aaid whether the corpse came frim
up'or down the river, for the tide was flowi g
in at the time, snd when picked up the sack
was moving up with the corzent from the ocean.
No person of the description given has beea
reported missing in this city, and the police feil
that they have a big mystery on theic hande

His Last Leap.

New YoRrkg, July 24.—At about 9 o'clock this
morning s small party of men, ore of whom
wore a linen duster reaching down to s feet,
passed through the Brooklyn entranco to the
bridge promenade. They walked out a littls
beyond the first pier to a part zot guarded for
the moment by the police. Then the man with
the duster hastily threw off the garmen$ and
showod himeelf to bo attired in a closo fitting
jumping suit. Ho ran quickly to the side of
tho bridge and, clambering through the wire
neving, jumped off. Hestood perfectly erect
for about a hundred feet of his fall. Then ke
suddenly doubled up, and a second later struck
the water like a bullet “from a rifle. His bedy
Yisappeared and did nut cvme to tho su.face
~gain, Tho mon who wers with the jumper
quickly disappeared, and it was sometime bofors
the police were nformed of the tyagedy, Bu §
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